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Friday December 15th—Bishop
Auckland tipple, visiting the
Market Place, Bondgate, and as
many others as we can manage.
Meet at Stanley Jefferson at
6:30pm. Follow the party by calling 07986 274846
Wednesday January 10th–
Shicliffe Stroll. Meet at Avenue
7:30, then on to Seven Stars and
Rose Tree
Monday January 15th—branch
meeting, Grey Horse, Consett
Thursday February 8th—branch
meeting, Ye Old Elm Tree,
Durham
Tuesday March 13th—branch
meeting, Surtees, Ferryhill Station
Monday April 9th—Annual General Meeting, Tap & Spile, Framwellgate Moor
Wednesday April 11th—
Saturday April 14th. Newcastle
Beer and Cider festival. Northumbria University Students Union

See our online diary for details
at www.camradurham.org.uk

The Half Moon Inn







A Traditional British Pub in the
Heart of Durham City
A choice of Cask Marque approved real ales, including Bass,
Durham Brewery’s White Gold,
and Timothy Taylor’s Landlord
Sky Sports, Racing UK, BT Sport,
& At The Races for all live sporting
events
Fantastic outside drinking area
leading down to the river Wear,

with two TVs

Overall winner Durham’s
Best Bar None award 2015

Like our Facebook page to see
our weekly guest
ales & sporting events
Why not sign up to our webpage for more info
on offers?

The Half Moon Inn
New Elvet, Durham City, DH1 3AQ
Tel: 01913741918
www.thehalfmooninndurham.co.uk

Hello and welcome to issue

127 of Durham Drinker.

The dust has now settled after the Durham Beer Festival, while uncertainty
hangs over the future of Dunelm House. Preserve and renovate, or demolish?
It’s been the home of our Beer Festival for well over thirty years, and it’s a
building that continues to divide opinion. Let’s see what the decision is.
A bit of bright news from the budget was Chancellor Philip Hammond announcing a beer duty freeze and the extension of the £1,000 per pub business rates
relief. It’s certainly a help, and thank you for that Sir, but another case of “wait
and see” as far as saving pubs from closure is concerned, as so many other factors are involved.
We’ve had a few nice refurbishments to real ale outlets in our area recently–
see more details inside—with perhaps the most notable being the reversion to
the original name at the Brawn’s Den, Brandon. As we reported in the last issue, Andrew Readman has returned to one of the pubs he first worked in, and
has overseen a refurbishment that, as well as losing the moniker “the Morley
Wood”, has seen an extension to the drinks range and menu.
Over in Sedgefield, the Crosshills Hotel should, by the time you read this, be
called the Pickled Parson (see local legend for the gruesome reason behind the
name), and in Bishop Auckland the Bay Horse has had a makeover that included the installation of another handpump.
There’s three for you to try for starters, and it’s that time of year when brewers begin to roll out their festively-named seasonal ales—it’s OK, it’s December, I am allowed to mention the C word. Make the most of these offerings,
and be prepared for spices, hints of brandy, and, if you’re lucky, a coin or two.

Paul Dobson
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Durham Ale – The First Durham Beer Guide (1984)
The front cover of the last issue of Durham Drinker featured pictures of booklets entitled ‘Real Ale
in the North East (1980 and 1982)’ and ‘Durham Ale’ (1987). Coincidentally I had been passed a
copy of ‘Durham Ale – The First Durham Beer Guide’ which was issued in 1984 by long-standing
member Arthur Corner. I had only lived in Durham for a couple of years then, so looking at the
contents produced an interesting mix of lost pubs, familiarity with issues of today, changing style
of what you can write when reviewing pubs, and co-operation with other bodies.
The booklet cost £1.50 and one of the initial things which hits you is that it was a co-operative
venture not only between Durham and Darlington CAMRA branches but also with the Northumbria Tourist Board and The City Council, with endorsements on the first page from the Director of
Commercial Development of the former and the Mayor of Durham councillor Ebenezer Shuker.
Both acknowledge the importance of the traditional pub to the tourist industry and as ‘the cornerstone of village and community life’. Today Durham doesn’t even have Tourist Information
Office, sharing publications at ‘information points’ or websites incurs a cost, and the anti -alcohol
health lobby tends to make it more difficult for joint ventures with public bodies.
The guide therefore includes information for the visitor to the county and the city, as well as articles on the brewing process, traditional and non- traditional beer, CAMRA, and cellarmanship.
However, the bulk of the booklet is taken up by pubs, and there are some fantastic hand drawn
illustrations of many (some still trading, some gone) by Lynne Charlton. There is also a table dated
1982 which attempts to show ownership of the pubs in the region which, though dominated by
big breweries of the time, noted that 22.5% (167 pubs) were free houses which were even then
considered as targets to be persuaded to offer a cask beer (in fact only 28% of them did). Of
course it was the days before pub companies and most pubs were tied to breweries with Vaux
having the most (156), Scottish and Newcastle 100, and Camerons 96. Whitbread, Bass, Courage
and Allied Breweries had the rest with just a few Sam Smiths and Dryborough’s making up the
rest. I had come from a Watneys dominated area – so I was just glad not to see any Red Barrel
around !
The pub descriptions themselves are at times amusing but honest, as they are obviously the view
of the reviewer, although I am not sure we would get away with some of the descriptions for
Whatpub now!
Perhaps we’ll have more of these in another issue, but for example Durham City then listed nineteen real ale outlets (I think we have 26 such pubs now). Of those we have lost the Cock O the
North, the Neville, Neville’s Cross Hotel, Redhills, Three Tuns, and the Travellers Rest. But the
ones below still survive, and I will leave it to the reader to surmise which current pub is being referred to:
“Trendy city pub sells a lot of cocktails. You will have to queue with the posers to get in on a
weekend and make sure your attire doesn’t clash with the décor”
“Nearest pub to bus and railway stations, popular with conductors and drivers. Just the ticket”
“No frills but many students and folkies”
“Noisy and popular with young people at weekends”
“Beware of the video juke box, the bar however is quiet with a convivial air”
“Visit the minute smoke room”
“Popular with both locals and students and therefore gets crowded at times but don’t worry the
service is fast.”

Dave Thornton

The Victoria Inn

 Bed & Breakfast accommodation
 All rooms ensuite
 Friendly,
atmospheric bar
 Private car park
 Five cask ales,
including guests
 English Heritage Grade 2
Listed
 Durham’s only CAMRA national inventory listed
pub
 Whiskey and Whisky galore!

Bits and bobs

 Real ale at the Bay Horse in
Bishop Auckland is £2.20 a pint
Monday-Wednesday, which has
just been the subject of a quick
refurbishment, which in turn
brought a fourth handpump.
Ales on offer vary, and have recently included Double Maxim,
Samson, Keltek Pioneer, Bluestone Crystal Ruby, Exmoor Fox,
Seven Brothers Marshmallow
CAMRA Durham’s Pub of the Year 2003, 2005,
Stout, and Salopian Lemon
2007, 2009, & 2012. Town Pub of the Year 2014,
Dream, while Orkney Skull
2017,
Splitter will appear before
Runner-up 2015
Christmas.
Free House
 The Morley Wood at Bran86 Hallgarth Street, DH1 3AS
don has also been through a re0191 3865266
furbishment, and has reverted
to its original name of The
Brawn’s Den. Real Ale is still on offer—indeed, the new-look pub will have
the ability to increase the choice of ales.

Having a laugh
If you can’t laugh at yourself, then who can you laugh at? It’s a popular saying,
and at the Hare and Hounds in Westgate, one of the locals has lovingly created
a cartoon that hangs proudly above the bar. Can you guess who it portrays?

Picture quiz
Can you identify these County Durham pubs or former pubs? Answers inside
back page
1

8

5

6
2
9

3
7

10
4

Market Place, Bishop Auckland
Wishing all our customers a very happy
Yuletide and Hogmanay!

Real Ale for Real People
Live music

Sunday lunches

Merry Monk, 30 Market Place, Bishop Auckland 01388 2535182

Find us on Facebook www.facebook.com/themonkba

Calling all licensees!
Have we got your details right? Help us to help you promote your pub or club.
Whatpub is the tripadvisor of the CAMRA members’ world and is consulted
many times a day by people all over the country, both CAMRA members and the
general public. Does the Whatpub entry represent you correctly? For instance,
are the opening hours, the telephone number, the pub Facebook and /or web
site, the email address, the beer offering, and the facilities and features correct?
You don't need to be a CAMRA member to ask us to correct these (although we
would like it if you were!) as you can simply click on “submit update” (see the
picture below) in whatpub.com on your computer or mobile device.
We also take input on the narrative description, but we keep editorial rights on
that! If you can, please check your entry. We believe we have an entry for every
pub in our area whether it sells real ale or not, but there’s always the chance
that we’ve missed somewhere – please tell us if you’re not there. We’re interested in clubs as well. Your customers can submit updates in exactly the same
way if they find anything wrong or missing, or simply want to pass comment.

John Corbett
It is with great sadness that we have to report
the passing of John Corbett, a long-standing
CAMRA Durham stalwart, on October 8th at the
age of 75.
Over the years, John held various positions on
the committee, most recently being minutes secretary. He was a constant source of information
on pubs, particularly his local, the Morley Wood
(now the Brawn’s Den).
With his encyclopaedic knowledge of the pubs of
Durham City, and, indeed, the North East, including those that are but a distant memory to many
of us, and a permanent willingness to undertake
pub surveys along with wife Mary, John was a
much-appreciated wealth of information.
The fact that he will be sadly missed, not only by
family and friends, but within CAMRA, was emphasised by the number of licensees and CAMRA
members who attended John’s funeral and remembered him afterwards – fittingly, at the Morley Wood.
The thoughts of CAMRA Durham are with Mary
and the family.

Survey work for John & Mary in
Alnwick

Good news—new outlets, re-openings, more beers….

Real beer back on at the Red Lion,
Shildon—Black Sheep bitter last time
I looked
Handpump at the King’s, Cockfield
Real ale at the Greyhound, Ferryhill
Real ale at the Chester Moor at Chester
Moor
Double Maxim on handpump at Shildon
Railway Sports and Social Club








Bad news—no more real ale



Brewers Arms, Spennymoor
Timothy Hackworth, shildon

Ugly news—closures





The Aclet, Bishop Auckland is closed and was to
become a convenience store, despite being only
a hundred yards from other shops.
Queens Head, Gilesgate
Hat and Feathers, Consett
 Dun Cow, Bournmoor—a
2018 GBG entry.
 Belvedere WMC, Bishop Auckland

Please let us know if you find any changes—we’ve almost certainly missed a few!

Help needed!
It might seem a tad early, as it’s not yet 2018, but we’re already looking at which
pubs to include in the 2019 Good Beer Guide. CAMRA’s programme that the local
branches, including Durham, are required to follow when assessing and evaluating the pubs that will go forward for inclusion in the 2019 edition has already
begun, which is why this plea is being made.
One thing that’s apparent is that there is a lack of information to go on, because
so few people submit beer scores to help us out. With the best will in the world,
the CAMRA Durham pubs group members just can’t get to all of our pubs on a
regular basis.
If we analyse the most recent twelve months of data on Whatpub using the clever tool provided by CAMRA (it’s a spreadsheet, and we all love spreadsheets), and
apply CAMRA Durham’s very loose and arbitrary specification of a minimum of at
least five scores by three different people with an average score of three (good),
not all of the pubs in the 2018 guide qualify “officially.” Of course, this formal
data analysis is a very recent invention, and the previous years’ entries have been
judged along the lines of “is the beer good, and is the pub nice”, and we have to
remember that many people are either uncomfortable with internet data entry
or simply don’t have the facility to carry out that data entry.
We acknowledge that beer score is not the only factor, as we try to include pubs
serving good beer all over CAMRA Durham’s geographical area, but we get little
comment in any form – for instance, the last twelve months have seen beer
scores entered on Whatpub by only 24 of the 800-plus CAMRA members in our
area.
So here’s the pleading bit – CAMRA members, we need your help. If you can
score your beer, then please do. If you think your local deserves to be in the Good
Beer Guide, please rate your beer to prove your point. If you haven’t got access
to Whatpub, get in touch and one of is will try our best to get you connected. If
you’d rather not use it, please let us know why, and we’ll try our best to persuade
you that it’s a good idea! If you simply don’t have the technical access, please get
in touch with your beer scores - see opposite for what the scoring means – and
we’ll get them entered on your behalf. You’ll need your CAMRA membership
number and password to log on, and remember to give a score even if the beer’s
not up to scratch.
Thanks in advance for your input.

Beer scoring
0 – no real ale available
1 – Poor. You’d probably take it
back
2 – Average, but you’d choose
something else next time
3 – Good. You’d be quite happy
to drink it all night
4- Very good. You’d quite happily
drink it all night, and advise your
friends to do likewise.
5—Perfection. You’d probably
commend the bar staff on the
quality of their beer

Bits and Bobs
Broomside Park, Belmont has been refurbished and converted to a Beefeater
Hallgarth Manor, Pittington is still yet to provide its promised real ale due to
'problems with the cooler'
Hearts of Oak, Peterlee, has been listed as an Asset of Community Value by
Durham County Council
Caps Off bottle shop has reopened in Bishop Auckland, adjacent to the railway
station.
There is a planning application submitted to demolish the Pemberton Arms in
Cold Heselden and build housing.
The planning application to convert the Stapylton Arms in Hawthorn to housing
has been withdrawn following local representations. It remains closed but it is
hoped it will be put on the open market for sale.
Approval has been given to convert the long closed Forresters Arms in Coundon
to four self contained flats.
Application made to convert long closed Fox and Hounds in Trimdon to housing

The Joiners Arms, Hunwick
Cask Conditioned Timothy Taylor Landlord and Theakston Best Bitter
always on offer
 Listed in the Good Beer Guide
 Meals available Wednesday to
Sunday evenings, with traditional
Sunday Lunch


South View, Hunwick,
DL15 0JW
01388 605131

Grand Christmas Knowledge Quiz
1. What is the edible fruit of the tree "Castanea saliva"?
2. Which rock superstar featured in the 1983 movie "Merry Christmas Mr
Lawrence"?
3. Which monarch was the first to make the annual broadcast to the nation?
4. Who wrote the story of "A Child's Christmas in Wales"?
5. "Adeste Fideles" is the tune to which Christmas carol?
6. Who stars as Frank Cross in the 1988 movie "Scrooged"?
7. In which year was the last English football league match played on
Christmas Day?
8. Who sang the opening line of "Do They Know It's Christmas" for Band Aid
in 1984?
9. Which Christmas item was invented by Tom Smith in 1847?
10. Which sporting event takes place in Hyde Park each Christmas Day over a
course of 100 yards?
Answers inside back page

Sad News
Keith Kyte, the jovial Cockney (“Watcha, treacle!” was a favourite greeting) who
breathed new life into the Red Lion at North Bitchburn in the mid- 80s, has
passed away aged only seventy. He introduced jellied eels and whelks to the
Sunday evening bartop buffet, and added the word “famous” to the pub name,
even having his likeness incorporated into the lion on the pub sign. He moved
over the river to Witton Park on retirement several years ago, and will be remembered for his contribution to real ale in the area.
Also, Alan Stobbs, CAMRA’s Brewery Liaison Contact for the North East, has
passed away. Previously Deputy Regional Director for our part of the country,
Alan had also served , amongst other things, as Newcastle Beer Festival Organiser, and was a renowned “beer ticker”, attending festivals across the country and
assiduously recording every beer he sampled. It’s reckoned that he reached the
“9,000 tastes” mark some years ago—a perfect aid to beer selection for Newcastle Festival. He had served CAMRA passionately for many years and will be a big
miss to the campaign, both in the region and his home branch of Tyneside &
Northumberland.

Sedgefield and the Trimdons (AKA Dave Thornton’s Big Day Out)
Elsewhere in the Drinker you will find a request for up-to- date information on
pubs, especially on the edges of our area.
One such area is around the Sedgefield
district, so the pubs officer was pleased to
accept the offer of a guided tour from local fellow committee member, and pubs
preservation officer, Peter Jones one
Thursday afternoon. This brief tale may
highlight what’s to be found out there if
you want a pint of real ale.
Being the proud owner of a bus pass, the
arrangement was to get to Sedgefield on
the X12 and meet Peter who would drive around the vicinity and then finish back
in Sedgefield so he could have a pint or two.
Our first port of call was actually back towards Durham in Bishop Middleham (for
some reason the only Durham buses that call there are 7 o’ clock at night). There
are two surviving pubs here, one being the Cross Keys which has been a regular
in the Good Beer Guide for a good number of years. It’s got a good food reputation and we were pleased to see two local beers available from the Mordue
brewery. The other pub in the village is the Olde Fleece Inn which is just a few
doors down but in recent visits the handpumps have not been in use and we
couldn’t confirm in this occasion as it wasn’t open.
We then headed off with Peter pointing out other former pubs along the way to
the Trimdons for which you definitely need a tour guide, as there are four of
them – the Village, the Grange, The Colliery, and the Station. The surviving pubs
are outnumbered by the Trimdons themselves by four to three, but the good
news is they do now all offer cask ale. We had some Durham Drinkers left to deliver so we checked them all.
First up was the Dovecote on the edge of Trimdon Grange but we were a bit too
early to hit the four o clock opening, although we have held a branch meeting
there before, it’s a free house and those who went fondly remember the complimentary home-made curry that was served up. Undaunted, we passed through
Trimdon Station, which doesn’t have a pub, en route to Trimdon Colliery and the
Royal. This pub that has only recently introduced real ale, and it is apparently
selling well with the locals. Unfortunately, the single handpump was offering a

beer from Daleside Brewery that had just reached the end of the barrel and quite
rightly the knowledgeable staff didn’t want to serve it – not a thing that happens
in all pubs. They are hoping to get a second pump in and it was a pity we couldn’t
get back later. The pub is in the Dorbiere pub group who seem to have encouraged real ale in a few of their pubs in our region recently, such as the Oak Tree at
Tantobie, The Bay Horse in Bishop Auckland, the Newmarket in Tow Law, and the
Langley Park.
On, then, to the penultimate stop where the largest of the Trimdons, the village,
sadly only has one pub left. We were encouraged to see how well the Black Bull
was being supported by the locals on a Thursday afternoon. It’s been run by the
same family for a number of years and is tied to Enterprise, but offers two real
ales and a cider, concentrating on wet sales. We hope to get back for a branch
meeting there in 2018.
Back then to Sedgefield itself (we passed through Fishburn, but the one pub
there, the Beehive, has no real ale) and Peter could park up. Unfortunately the
pub that is in the Beer Guide, the Dun Cow, wasn’t open and the town itself has
suffered from some closures recently – the Nags Head is now residential, the
Hope has been undergoing a refurbishment for some time now and the Crosshill
Hotel is also closed and due to be opened as the Pickled Parson in the not too
distant future, under Rocket Town brewery stewardship. The town does have
three clubs, all serving real ale, which welcome non-members – Ceddesfield Hall,
the Social Club, and the Cricket Club but on the Thursday afternoon the only
pubs in Sedgefield were the Golden Lion and the Hardwick Arms Hotel. (not to
be confused with the Hardwick Hall Hotel just outside Sedgefield, or for that
matter the Hardwick Hotel and Hardwick Hall Manor Hotel which are in Blackhall!)
The Golden Lion is a Punch Tavern and does boast two handpulls but rarely
changes from Black Sheep Bitter and Deuchars IPA. The Hardwick Arms was the
final port of call and we were pleasantly surprised and pleased to be presented
with three local beers from Big Lamp and the Great North East Brewing company
which finished the afternoon off well, followed by a return on the X12.
In summary, there are some good watering holes out in that neck of the woods
but they are spread out and down in number after pub closures. If you are out
that way, or are local, please support them and let us know what you think.

Hey there CAMRA members! Here’s yer discounts!


















Clarence Villa, Coxhoe: 20p off a pint of Sonnet 43 beer for CAMRA members.
Court Inn, Durham: 30p off a pint of real ale for CAMRA members.
Duke of Wellington, Durham: 20p off a pint of cask ale for CAMRA members.
Hare and Hounds, Westgate: First two pints of Weard’ALE beer half price with an evening meal or Sunday carvery.
Table must be booked in advance.
Lambton Worm, Chester le Street: 20p off a pint of Sonnet 43 beer for CAMRA members.
Market Tavern, Durham: 10% off real ale for CAMRA members.
Pelaw Grange Greyhound Stadium: Free entry to race meetings for CAMRA members.
The Library, Durham: 10% off real ale for CAMRA members.
Red Lion, North Bitchburn: 20p off a pint, 10p off a half on production of CAMRA card.
Woodman, Gilesgate, Durham: 20p off per pint on production of CAMRA card.
Durham Brewery: 10% discount for CAMRA members in their shop.
Green Tree, Bishop Auckland: 10p off a pint, 5p off a half on production of CAMRA card
Chilton Country Club now offers 15%CAMRA discount on real ale and food
Head of Steam, Durham. 20p a pint discount for CAMRA members
Church Mouse, Chester Moor
Langley Park, Langley Park—20p off a pint
William Hedley, Durham—10%

Just a thought…..
A few random facts to chuck into the conversation (down the pub, of
course)
You wonder why the price of a pint keeps going up?


A recent survey has revealed that there were 3.6% less pints of beer sold in
pubs in the 3 months up to September 2017 compared to the same quarter
in 2016.



That doesn’t sound a lot percentage-wise, but it actually equates to 35million pints, and that’s a lot.



Tax on beer has increased by 39% increase over the past decade.



..which means that we in the UK pay 14 times as much beer tax as drinkers
in Germany.



Join us in Durham Drinker 128 for more depressing facts about beer!

CAMRA members get 15%
discount on Real Ale and food

Rate your beer—see pages 16 & 17 for details

How’s your pint?
My pub’s older than your pub!
Well, it may or may not be, but it’s a great topic for conversation, particularly
down the pub.
CAMRA Durham’s area contains many old pubs, and several lay claim to the title
of the oldest pub. In Durham itself, the Dun Cow has been there, at least in part,
since the 15th century, while the Bay Horse in Bishop Auckland has been the site
of a pub since 1530. With the Red Lion at nearby North Bitchburn going back
several hundred years, and the Bay Horse’s neighbour, the Merry Monk, having
some very old sections, there are quite a few candidates for the title.
Go on then—which do you consider the oldest pub in CAMRA Durham’s area?
Let us know your thoughts on publications@camradurham.org.uk

LEpubJOG
Most people, when they retire, have in mind something that they’d like to do
to celebrate the fact. A special holiday, a new car, that sort of thing. Not so for
CAMRA Durham’s Pubs Preservation Officer Peter Jones. His “bucket list job”
was to cycle the length of the land, calling at as many historical monuments,
and pubs that feature in CAMRA’s National Inventory of historic pub interiors
as he could during his epic journey.
Let Peter take up the story…
The record time is 48 hours. I intended to do it in a more
leisurely fashion over 17 days, and only ten miles into my
LeJoG was my first port of call – Penzance’s Admiral
Benbow (pictured right) This is an outrageously interesting
pub, with a small front door leading into a TARDIS- like
interior with a series of nooks, crannies, and small rooms
festooned with a collection of salvage from local wrecks
built up since the 50s. The upstairs bar is called the shipwreck bar and was closed as it was only 11am, but I managed an excellent pint of St Austell
Tribute.
A few miles along the coast, lunch was taken in the famous
Blue Anchor in Helston (pictured left) one of only four home
brew pubs in the first good beer guide of 1974— the other
three being the Three Tuns at Bishop’s Castle in Shropshire,
the All Nations in Madely (also in Shropshire) and The Old
Swan, (Ma Pardoe’s) in Dudley, West Midlands. As an earnest young man I visited all four in 1974 while hitchhiking
around the country.
The Blue Anchor is a multi-roomed pub with flagged floors,
wood panelling, and bare benches. It serves the full range
of five Spingo ales, going from the 4% hoppy bitter Flora
Daze to Spingo Special at 6.7%. Being on a cycle I opted for
Flora Daze and a Cornish pasty.
I ended day one in the fair town of Falmouth, where I visited the Seven Stars, a small town centre pub that has been
in same family since 1868, and until 2012 the licensee was
one reverend Barrington Bennets, granddad of the current
incumbent - who pulled pints wearing his dog collar. Predominantly Victorian with non-functioning gas lights in
situ, it offered mainly Cornish beers, so I opted for a pint of
The Seven Stars
Skinners River Cottage EPA.
Days two and three, from Falmouth to Exeter, were the hardest cycling of the whole trip, with
numerous deep, steep valleys across Cornwall then up to Dartmoor with more valleys onto Exe-

ter. There was a Heritage pub five miles out of my way but
the weather was appalling, I so headed down to Exeter.
Five miles south of town on the east bank of the Exe lies
Topsham, and a glorious old pub the Bridge Inn - the only
pub on my trip officially visited by HM the Queen. There is a
panelled corridor with a tap room on left and on the right
the snug with stone fireplace and a 1726 grandfather clock.
A hatch led to the “inner sanctum” behind the bar, which is
a working serving area. I had brief half but the rains started
and a local felt sorry for me and bought me a pint of Exmoor
Gold.
The ride to Taunton was grim in the extreme, with a gale
blowing twigs and branches into the roads. I came off my
bike outside town, resulting in several bruises and a badly
swollen knee. I thought this was the end of my trip but a hot
bath, some painkillers, and an early bed did the trick.
What with the general stiffness and the threat of rain, I opted to miss out the Rose and Crown, AKA Eli’s, in Huish
Inside and outside the Bridge
Episcopi - worth going for name of village alone, and recommended by our editor - and press on to Bristol. I’d previously
visited the Kings Head, which is on the National Inventory, so I
opted for an early night in Clifton. Bright and early the next day
I was across the Severn Bridge and on to Hereford via the
beautiful Wye valley, stopping at Tintern Abbey and
Monmouth

The Duke of York, above & below

The next pub was in the
out of the way village of
Leysters near Leominster
on the A4112 - the Duke
of York. Unaltered since
WW2, it’s has been in the
same family for over 100 years, and has high backed settles,
dado panelling and a small-holding attached. Sadly, they didn’t
do real ale but I had a
pint of Toby Ale anyhow.

The lunchtime stop was
in Ludlow at the Railway
Shed, the home of Ludlow Brewery. A very large pork pie
washed down with some Ludlow Gold, before I ended the
day in Shrewsbury at the Loggerheads. This 18th century
unspoilt gem still has four separate rooms including a now
outlawed gents- only bar, plus a tiny snug called the poets’
room, complete with padded benches.

Inside The Loggerheads

As on every other day it rained as I headed north to Warrington, through the relatively flat lands of north Shropshire and Cheshire. Just south east of Taporley, in the
village of Alpraham, is the Travellers Rest (pictured left),
but it was closed at noon so I pressed on.
Another day of continual rain throughout West Lancashire
led to what was without doubt the low point of the trip - a
very wet Wednesday in Wigan. There I aspired to visit the
Springfield but as I was soaking wet I was not a suitable
visitor for any pub. So onwards I went, and by lunch I was sort
of dry enough to visit Ye Horns Inn at Goosnargh, about 5 miles
north east of Preston. Probably older than the date of 1782
above the door, the star feature is that the customers and
staff share a common space as in the Bridge in Topsham. The
fine plaster work on the ceiling of the small dining room was
noted, as was the brewery out the back—a five barrel plant
rescued from the Grindleton brewery in 2013. Sampling their
Red and Bit o’Blonde , both 3.9%, was an added bonus.
The Horns in Ye Horns
The next week’s cycling via Kirby Lonsdale, Carlisle, Moffat ,
South Queensferry, Pitlochry, and Aviemore revealed no more
reachable heritage pubs. However, north of Inverness on the
Black Isle is the UK’s most northern heritage pub, the Plough in
Rosemarkie. A small pub rebuilt in 1907, with the original dating from 1691 – that date being inscribed on a huge lintel
above the fireplace. The front room is virtually intact from
1907, with its semi-circular bar and original panelling.
Behind the bar in Ye Horns
Two more days cycling brought me to the rather tacky town of
John o’Groats, making the end
of the journey very similar to
the touristy beginning, but the
most northerly point of mainland UK was also visited - Dunnet Head.

The Plough

A total of 1077 miles in 17
days, nine heritage pubs visited
and of those, seven drunk in….and for the record, it rained every
day.
All I have to do now is cycle home…..

Peter Jones

The Plough fireplace

A Landlord Writes……..
Hello from pub land!
I was having difficulty wondering what to write about this time around. It's usually something that's happened in the trade or in our pub that sparks the idea of a
story. It's not that we haven't been busy, either - we had a great group in last
night for a brewery tour, and it's always great to see new faces. The same could
be said for our October beer fest - loads of new people coming along to try beers
from around the region.
As I sit here watching the cursor blink and eating my wife's homemade soup
(leek, potato, and black pudding, if you're wondering) I'm reminded that all anyone really needs is something that makes them happy. Even though my feet are a
little damp from brewing this morning, the soup more than makes up for it.
The festive season looms, which is a time to eat drink and be merry. If you're fortunate enough to be out and about enjoying locally produced food and drink,
spare a thought for the time and passion that the producers put into those products - I'll guarantee it'll add an extra dimension to your enjoyment.
All the best from Alan & Susan at the Surtees Arms & Yard of Ale Brewery

The Surtees Arms & Yard of Ale Brew Co. Ltd.
Durham CAMRA Country Pub of the Year 2015
Durham CAMRA Country Pub of the Year runner -up 2014 & 2016
Durham CAMRA Pub of the Year runner-up 2012 & 2013
North East CAMRA Pub of the Year 2010
Durham CAMRA Pub of the Year 2010 & 2011
Chilton Lane, Ferryhill Station DL17 0DH
01740 655724 07540 733513
Www.thesurteesarms.co.uk facebook/ @yardofalebrewer

Durham Pub awards
Not CAMRA awards, but it’s good to see the City’s Real Ale out lets getting
recognition in the recent Best Bar None awards.
There was a Special Recognition award for Keith
Draper, who, as well as spending over thirty years
at the helm of the Half Moon on Elvet, came up
with the idea of Durham City’s Best Bar None programme as well as the award-winning Pubwatch
scheme.
Guy Stoker of the Bishops’ Mill received the
award for Premises of the Decade, as he’s ensured
a nomination for the pub in every year of the
awards. The pub recently hosted a tasting night
for CAMRA Durham , when a number of interesting ales were served up.
Ale tasting at the Bishops’
Mill

There were also gold awards for
CAMRA Durham treasurer Sean
Quilty and the team up at The
Woodman Inn on Gilesgate, Ye
Old Elm Tree, and the Head of
Steam.
Other awards went to the Half
Moon (winner) and the Court Inn
(runner-up) in the best pub category, while the Water House and
the Library picked up awards for their provision of alcohol-free options.
Meanwhile, over at the Durham Retail Awards, Ye Old Elm Tree was voted Pub
Of The Year.
Congratulations from Durham CAMRA to each and every one. Getting such
recognition means that the pubs are doing the right things.

Pubs Code Adjudicator News….an on-going tale of woe and inaction
The British Pub Confederation, who represent pubs and publicans, have attacked the “tenants’ survey” announced by the Pubs Code Adjudicator, with the survey only being asked of a pre-selected “representative group of tied pub tenants” and
not to all those who have so far used or tried to use the Pubs Code to seek the Market
Rent Only option, making it a deeply flawed exercise.
Adjudicator Paul Newby has faced calls to step down ever since he was appointed in
March 2015 over financial connections he retains with Fleurets, a company who make
20% of their turnover from large pubcos – who the Pubs Code Adjudicator is supposed
to regulate. You couldn’t make it up, and unfortunately you don’t have to.
Confederation chairman Greg Mulholland said: ”Paul Newby has already been given
the evidence that shows the ways the pubcos are avoiding and thwarting the Code and
denying tenants their legal right to the Market Rent Only option. Yet now, over six
months after being sent evidence as to what was happening, he announces a partial
survey to see how many tenants know about the Code, rather than asking the many
tenants why it isn’t working”.
“Unless the survey does what is clearly needed, and asks every tenant that has tried to
use the Market Rent Only option, it will be an expensive PR exercise and another example of the unsuitability of this conflicted Pubs Code Adjudicator. We need a real survey
and a suitable Pubs Code Adjudicator who will actually fulfil the statutory duties and
stop the thwarting of the Pubs Code. So we are urging all tenants who have tried to
access the Market Rent Only option to email Mr Newby and copy in the British Pub
Confederation, so he can’t deny the reality of what is going on”.
You only have to look as far as the Dun Cow at Bournmoor, in CAMRA Durham’s area,
to see an example of a long-standing landlord being forced out of his pub because of
the actions of the Pubco making the business unviable. It’s far from the only example
in our area, and government appointed people like Mr Newby really need to start doing the job they’re meant to be doing rather than ticking boxes.
The taxes on beer, the business rates on pubs, and changes in the nation’s drinking
habit are just some of the other reasons why we’re losing pubs at an alarming rate, so
the last thing the industry needs is Pubcos denying licensees the option to make a living, while their actions are ignored by a faceless bureaucrat apparently resisting all
attempts from those trying to make him do his job properly

Tipples, Strolls, Wanders... and other alliterative evenings out
Rather than spend every CAMRA get-together discussing “official” stuff, we in the
Durham branch like nothing better than sitting down with a nice pint and putting
the world to rights. Which is why we’ve been having informal evenings where
we’ve met up and done just that. It gives us the chance to meet up in pubs and
clubs that don’t have a separate room suitable for a meeting, and we’ve recently
held such events in Bishop Auckland, Spennymoor, and Durham.
There’ll be another in Bishop on Friday December 15th, meeting in the Stanley
Jefferson at 6:30 and moving across the Market Place to the Merry Monk, then
up Bondgate to the Bay Horse and beyond.—hopefully to the Welcome. If you
can’t make the start, join us later and keep in touch via our call centre on
07986274846, where our friendly operator will inform you of the party’s progress.
January will see us repeat the exercise in Shincliffe, going downhill from the Avenue to the Seven Stars and the Rose Tree on the 10th, from 7:30. See you there.
Scrum Down!
A win for Durham City Rugby Club
The Three Brothers Brewing Company is
located just outside the CAMRA Durham
area, in Stockton, but they’ve teamed up
with the Durham City Rugby Club to produce a special club brew. Blue and Gold,
the club’s colours, is a lightly hopped golden session ale with slight citrus undertone
and weighs in at 4.2%.
Available only on the bar at the rugby club,
20p from every pint sold will be donated to
the club’s two new partner charities, the
RFU Inured Player Foundation, and Wooden
Spoon, the children’s charity of rugby. You
don’t have to be a member to have a pint in
the club, so take a torch and have a wander
down to the romantically-named
Hollow Drift to try this new brew for
yourself.
Durham City Rugby Club, Hollow Drift,
Green
Lane, Old Elvet, Durham DH1 3JU

Grand Christmas Knowledge Quiz
1. Chestnuts, 2. David Bowie, 3. George V in 1932, 4. Dylan Thomas,
5. O Come All Ye Faithful,6. Bill Murray, 7. 1965 (Blackpool vs Blackburn),
8. Paul Young, 9. Christmas Cracker, 10. The Serpentine Swimming Race (Peter
Pan Cup)

The Answers Bit
Picture Quiz
1. Tut & Shive, Bishop Auckland
2. Bay Horse, Bishop Auckland
3. Grand Electric Hall, Spennymoor
4. Market Tavern, Durham
5. Penny Gill, Spennymoor
6. Shakespeare, Durham
7. Merry Monk, Bishop Auckland
8. Dub Cow Durham
9. Durham Amateur Rowing Club
10. Red Alligator, South Church

Blue and Gold,
from Three
Brothers brewery of Stockton,
at the Durham
City Rugby
Club

Quality Sunday Carvery

Reserving a table is recommended
Established over 11 years
3 meats, 9 vegetables, and occasional pie
When possible we use our own home-grown
vegetables

Most eggs supplied by our feathered pets

Weard’Ale beers £2 a
pint on Wednesdays

..and 2016! 4th
in the country

..2014, 2015,
2016. & 2017

