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Diary Dates 
See our online diary for details 
at www.camradurham.org.uk 
  Thursday Sept 12th, 

branch meeting, Dun Cow, 
Seaton Village 7:30 

 Oct 11th—22nd Weth-
erspoon beer festival, vari-
ous locations! 

 Oct 19th– 21st, Station 
House beer festival, North 
Road, Durham 

 Tuesday Oct 24th, Tipple at 
the City Hotel, Durham 
7:30, Half Moon 8:30 

 Oct 25th—29th, Surtees 
Arms, Ferryhill Station Hal-
loween beer festival 

 Monday Nov 13th, branch 
meeting, Durham Amateur 
Rowing Club, Green Lane, 
Durham, 7:30 

 Friday Dec 1st, Christmas 
social and meal, Three 
Horse Shoes, Leamside 7:30 

 
@camradurham on Twitter 
 
Find us on Facebook 

WWW.camradurham.org.uk 
 

The Half Moon Inn 

 A Traditional British Pub in the 
Heart of Durham City 

 A choice of Cask Marque ap-

proved real ales, including Bass, 
Durham Brewery’s White Gold, 
and Timothy Taylor’s Landlord 

 Sky Sports, Racing UK, BT Sport, 
& At The Races for all live sporting 
events  

 Fantastic outside drinking area 
leading down to the river Wear, 

with two TVs 
Overall winner Durham’s 

Best Bar None award 2015 

 

Like our Face-

book page to see 

our weekly guest 

ales & sporting events 
Why not sign up to our webpage for more info 
on offers? 

    The Half Moon Inn 
New Elvet, Durham City, DH1 3AQ  

Tel: 01913741918 
www.thehalfmooninndurham.co.uk 

 

http://www.thehalfmooninndurham.co.uk/
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&ved=0CAQQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Farchives.slu.edu.ph%2Fwordpress%2F%3Fp%253D476&ei=e2UMU8PQGOOw7Qbwo4HQDQ&usg=AFQjCNF-T4bssWz8U1zXJl5X_Clb4newlg&bvm=bv.61725948,d.ZGU
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Hello and welcome to issue  126 of  Durham Drinker.  

As ever, there’s been a lot going on in the world of real beer and pubs, not only 
in the CAMRA Durham area.  
 
I have to sadly report the passing of John Holland, who had been a stalwart of 
the Tyneside & Northumberland branch of CAMRA since I first met him almost 
40 years ago. Low Fell lad John became regional director for the North East, 
and what John didn’t know about beer and pubs in our area simply wasn't 
worth knowing. For nine years he was on the National Executive, then became 
chairman of the clubs committee as well as serving on various other national 
CAMRA committees. That he managed to move from branch to region to na-
tional levels without falling out with anyone is testament to his character, and 
he’ll be a big miss on the North East real ale scene. 
 
Of course, we’ve had the usual round of openings and closings, more details of 
which you’ll find on page 15, and the Durham Beer Festival, which did well with 
its new format of Thursday to Saturday opening and all the drinks being in the 
one room, allowing beer and cider drinkers to mix without having to resort to 
the stairs. 
 
CAMRA Durham members also did their bit in the regional awards by taking to 
the road and completing the vital task of visiting pubs and clubs in our neigh-
bouring CAMRA areas and assessing the overall quality of the venues. It’s a 
rotten job, but somebody’s got to do it. We also squeezed in a trip up Wear-
dale to give members the chance of trying out some of our more remote pubs. 
 
You’ll also find, on page 16, details of our Pub and Club of the Year competi-
tion, so please have a look and let us know which pubs and clubs you think are 
the best in the various categories—it’s a great excuse to visit them to make 
sure your opinions are well-founded. 

 

Cheers! Paul Dobson 



Durham CAMRA committee 
Chairman & Public Affairs Officer: John Collinson 
Treasurer: Sean Quilty 
Secretary : Chris Mansfield 
Minutes secretary: John Collinson 
Membership secretary: Jackie Budd 
Durham Drinker, publications, & campaigns: Paul Dobson 
Apple Rep (cider) & Wear Valley Pubs: Paul Dobson 
Pubs officer: Dave Thornton 
Website editor: Neil Shaw 
Social Secretary: J. Durham 
Technical and Equipment Officer: 
Chris  Mansfield 
LocAle Co-ordinator: Joe Davison 
Pubs Preservation: Peter Jones 
 
 

Brewery Liaison Officers 
Durham:  Neil Shaw 
Consett Ale Works: John Collinson 
Hill Island:  David Thornborrow 
Yard of Ale: Ian Carrick 
Stables: John Collinson 
Weard’Ale: Paul Dobson 
Blackhill : Peter Lawson 
Working Hand: Joe Davison 
Sonnet 43: Peter Jones 
Castle Eden—Arthur Corner 
George Samuel—Paul Dobson 
McColl’s—Graeme Wade 
 

Contact us at: 
publications@camradurham.org.uk 

Take advantage of 
Durham Drinker’s com-
petitive advertising rates. 
Quarter page £35, half page 
£55, or full page £100. Dis-
count for taking out one year’s 
worth (4 issues) 
4,000 copies distributed across 
County Durham’s pubs and 
clubs, and anywhere else our 
members are visiting.  
Design service available 

Contact us at: 
publications@camradurham.org.uk  
pubsofficer@camradurham.org.uk 
 

Find us at: 
Www.camradurham.org.uk 
 

And Facebook, and Twitter 
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Busy busy! 
It’s been all go at Durham’s Station House. Firstly, 
there was the presentation of the Regional Cider 
Pub of the Year award—Susie and Chris are pic-
tured left, with Regional Cider rep Bill Wilkinson. 
 
Then there was the launch of the 2018 Good Beer 
Guide, which also took place there.  Always keen on 
an  ex-
cuse for 
a pint, 

CAMRA members from across the North East gath-
ered to collect their copies.  

Susie and Chris are pic-
tured this time  right, 
with Durham CAMRA’s 
Paul Dobson and Re-
gional Organiser David 
Brazier  
 

 
The pies were nice as well! 
 
As usual, the guide lists what the members 
consider to be good examples of pubs selling 
cask ale, based on their experience. The explo-
sion in the number of people making beer 
means that this issue of the guide contains 
several times more breweries than there were 
beers in the first guide. 
 
Despite the rise in technology meaning that 
much information is available on-line, you 
can’t  beat a good book, and you’d look pretty 
silly trying to swat a fly with your smartphone. 
All in one place, here are several thousand 
pubs in which to slake your thirst when travel-
ling around the country. 
 
 
Copies of the guide can be obtained by visiting 
https://shop.camra.org.uk/
goodbeerguide2018.html 
...or getting in touch with us at CAMRA 
Durham 



The Victoria Inn 
 Bed & Breakfast accommodation 

 All rooms en-suite 

 Friendly,  
atmospheric bar 

 Private car park 

 Five cask ales, in-
cluding guests 

 English Heritage 
Grade 2 Listed 

 Durham’s only 
CAMRA national inventory listed pub 

 Whiskey and Whisky galore! 
  

CAMRA Durham’s Pub of the Year 2003, 2005, 
2007, 2009, & 2012. Town Pub of the Year 2014, 

2017,  
Runner-up 2015 

Free House 
86 Hallgarth Street, DH1  3AS 

0191 3865266 
  

  

Welcome home! 
Dave and Sandra Wilkinson, who ran the Grand in Bishop Auckland a few years 
ago, are back on home soil. After a spell in Guisborough, they turned the Gold-
en Lion in Barnard Castle  into an award-winning real ale pub, then spent a 
while at the Greenside in Hartlepool.  
 
Now they’re at the Bay Horse in Bishop Auckland, and have exciting plans for 
the real ale there. With two ales alongside the real cider, the pub already has a 
good reputation for ale, but Sandra and Dave hope to increase the number of 
pumps fairly soon, which will help Bishop rise even further on the current up-
ward ale trend. There are currently over twenty handpumps in town, giving 
the discerning drinker plenty to think about.  
 
Good luck from CAMRA Durham with your latest venture, Mr & Mrs Wilkinson. 

Ever wonder how those 
beermats got up there? 
Here’s how it’s done at 

the Rat Race in 
Hartlepool 



Pubs Code Adjudicator News 
With all the news of breweries/drinks producers taking over pubcos, the Office 
of the pubs adjudicator should have been a pretty busy place of late, what with 
landlords attempting to move to the Market Rent Only version of their leases. 
  
Well, it might have been busy, but not, it seems, for the right reasons. It’s now 
over a year since landlords had the legal right, under the new Pubs Code, to buy 
beer on the open market rather than via their Pubco tie, and thus make consid-
erable savings.  
  
That was (and still is) the theory, but the reality is something quite different, as 
less than 2% of have actually managed to do that, according to a report which 
was produced by the office of the Pubs Code Adjudicator, to evaluate how 
they’d been doing in the year since the introduction of the new Pubs Code. It 
turns out that of the 497 tenants who have attempted to agree the Market Rent 
Only option, only 11 have succeeded.  
  
It seems that the biggest obstacle is that the Pubcos have insisted that tenants 
sign a new lease, when all they need to do according to the law, is to amend 
their current deal.  These new leases invariably include higher rents, other 
charges that were not previously included, and large deposits, meaning that 
many landlords just gave up and stayed as they were, while those that did agree 
to the new leases found it even harder to make a decent living. 
 
It seems that the office of the Pubs Code Adjudicator has done little to enforce 
or even support the new code, and has proved this by producing a report that 
outlines their own failings. If we are to prevent Pubcos, and those companies 
who own them, making bigger profits at the expense of publicans earning a liv-
ing, then the Pubs Code Adjudicator needs to stand up to them and explain 
what is and isn’t a legal requirement of the Pubs Code. Otherwise we’ll see 
more publicans leaving the trade, and more pubs closing and becoming residen-
tial developments simply because they are no longer financially viable.  
 
Great for the shareholders, terrible for drinkers and publicans alike. 
 
Please sort it out. 
 







Durham CAMRA Pub of the Year 2013, runner-up 2014 –2016 

 
When it comes 
to a good thing, 
you can’t really 
have to much of 
it...so here are a 
couple more 
snaps of our trip 
up Weardale. 
Make sure you don’t 
miss the next one! 





It took us a while longer than anticipated, but we even-
tually got the Country Cider Pub of the Year runners-up 
certificate to the Black Bull, Frosterley—see picture left. 
 
Meanwhile, several of our members were involved in 
the judging of the nominees for awards in the Regional 
category. Results in the Pub of the Year category were: 
1 The Office, Morpeth 
2 The Golden Smog, Stockton on Tees 
3 The Quaker House, Darlington 
 
Club of the Year: 
1 Comrades Club, Haltwhislte 
= 2 Tanfield Lea WMC 
=2 Darlington Snooker Club 

That’s a great result 
for Tanfield, having 
added real ale to their 
menu only a couple of 
years ago, so many 
congratulations to Kay 
and the team there.  
 
Judging day gave a busload of our members the 
chance to zip around the region and try a pint in the 
various pubs and clubs that had been nominated.   
 
Durham to Darlington, Stockton, Boldon, and New-
castle, (and various  points 

in between) might seem like the daftest  bus journey 
ever, but it was a cracking excuse for a day out vis-
iting hostelries that we otherwise wouldn’t have the 
chance to try. 



Bits and Bobs, Odds and Sods, This and That 
The Baa at Edmundbyers  (formerly part of the Youth Hostel) now has a full li-
cence and is open Monday to Thursday from 4pm, and Friday to Sunday from 
noon. There’s always a real ale available, from a local supplier—so far this has 
included Blackhill, Potting Shed (High Spen), Consett, and Cullercoats. 
 
The Mill in Seaham is to be  the Ranch Steakhouse 
The Engineers Arms in Seaham is to become a branch of Sambuca’s Italian res-
taurants 
The Stapylton Arms in Hawthorn has had a planning application submitted to 
change it to a house, but there are over 100 objections to this, mainly because 
many believe the pub trade was deliberately run down. 
Revolutions, who now own the Bishop Langley, in Durham, have submitted an 
application to modify the roof terrace.  
 
Maxim brewery has issued an apology to its Punch Taverns customers who 
have been experiencing difficulty obtaining their beers. Punch have recently 
been taken over by Heineken, and the beer was supplied by Carlsberg. Compli-
cated? You bet! 
 
While we’re on the subject of Big Drinks Companies, C&C, who make Bulmers 
and  Magners cider, now own 47% of Admiral Taverns. Property company Pro-
prium, have acquired an even higher % (which even my limited mathematical 
ability tells me has to be just about all of the remainder). And to think that 
when the days of pubs being tied to breweries became a thing of the past, we 
thought that drinks suppliers would have less control over what’s available at 
the bar. How wrong we were! 
 
2017 marks the 30th anniversary of the relaxing of pub opening hours. Who 
can remember when the only times you were allowed to go for a pint were  11-
3 and 6-11 Monday to Saturday, and 12-2 and 7-1030 Sundays? Initially, the 
change meant that pubs could open from 11-11 or any parts thereof and this 
has now expanded to incorporate breakfast opening and late night opening.  
Who’d have thought the days of trying to find a restaurant with beer on a Sat-
urday afternoon, to fill in the gap between 3 and 6, ended three decades ago? 
 
PS Enterprise Inns are now known as Ei Publican Partnerships 
  



Many congratulations to the Copper Mine 
at High Jobs Hill, near Crook, who have won the 
National Pub and Bar awards 2017 Best Pub 
award for County Durham. 

 
Considering that the pub 
was extensively renovated only last year, and was a new 
venture in that part of the county, that’s some achieve-
ment. Since reopening, the pub has established a very 
good reputation for their food, and their cask ales, of 
which there are up to three on offer, usually including at 
least one local brew. 
 
There’s also a surprise beer garden to the rear with spec-
tacular views, so perhaps that also helped the judges 
make their decision. Many congratulations from CAMRA 
Durham to the Copper Mine on their award—it’s great to 
see a real ale pub get such recognition.  



 

 

Bad news—no more real ale 

 Bell, Horden 

 Railway, Spennymoor 

 Olive Grove, Spennymoor 

Ugly news—closures 

 Aclet, Bishop Auckland 
 Smokehouse, Bishop Auckland. A long 
story….. 

 Black Paw brewery tap—as the brewery 
is for sale 

Good news—new outlets, re-openings, more beers…. 
 

 Fir Tree Country Hotel—two real ales 

 Baa, Edmundbyers now has a full licence. 

 Earl Grey, West Kyo now has ale from 
Camerons 

 The Laundrette in Gilesgate has opened, in a former laundrette which 
has featured live music for some time. Watch this space for news of 
what ales, if any, become available 

 Shildon Football Club has beer from Yard of Ale 

 The Dancing Betty at Dalton Park, near Seaham has four ales from the 
Marston’s range 

 Ale now available at the Royal, Trimdon 

 The Black Horse at Tudhoe has reopened  

 ..as has the Green at Billy Row 

 ..and the Market Tavern,  Durham, after refurbishment 

 Real cider is available at the William Hedley, Durham 

 City Hotel in Durham has reopened 

 Punch Bowl at Satley re-opened in July “cask ales and a Romanian menu” 

 Fox Cub, Thinford has real cider 

 Black Bull, Trimdon has real cider 

 Hallgarth Manor, Pittington,  has reopened after refurbishment, with Black Sheep beer 
in the Village Tavern 

 The Castle Eden Inn has reopened after refurbishment, featuring an extended cask 
range and a new menu. 

Please let us know if you find any changes—we’ve almost certainly missed a few! 



CAMRA Durham Pubs and Club of the Year  
Nominations 2018 

 
Durham CAMRA members are invited to nominate the Pubs and Club in our 

branch area which should be considered to hold the titles next year for the cate-
gories below. Winners in each category will go forward to the regional stage 
in 2018. 
For information - when judging a pub in the later stages of the competition, 
the following criteria and marking system will be used: 
Quality of Real Ale or Cider/Perry, as appropriate (score out of 20)  
Style, Décor, Furnishing & Cleanliness of premises (score out of 10)  
Service, Welcome & variety of offerings (score out of 10) 
Community Focus & Atmosphere of the pub (score out of 10)  
Alignment with CAMRA Principles (score out of 10) 
Overall Impression (score out of 10) 
Total (maximum score - 70) 
All members submitting nominations will be entered into a draw for a beer 
related prize 

 
 
Please send your nominations by email to pubsofficer@camradurham.org.uk 
by Wednesday October 11th AND PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR CAMRA MEMBER-
SHIP NUMBER. 

Competition Pub/Club and Location 

Town Pub of the Year 2018  

Country Pub of the Year 2018  

Club of the Year  2018  

Town Cider Pub of the Year 
2018 

 

Country Cider Pub of the Year 
2018 

 





Market Place, Bishop Auckland 

 

Real Ale for Real People 
 

Live music                                                  Sunday lunches 
Merry Monk, 30 Market Place, Bishop Auckland 01388 2535182 

Find us on Facebook www.facebook.com/themonkba 



Grand Picture Quiz 

Can you identify 
these County 
Durham pubs? 
Answers, as  
usual, inside the back page 

1 

5 

4 
3 

2 

6 

9 

8 

7 



Hey there CAMRA members! Here’s yer discounts! 

 
 Clarence Villa, Coxhoe: 20p off a pint of Sonnet 43 beer for CAMRA mem-

bers. 
 Court Inn, Durham: 30p off a pint of real ale for CAMRA members. 
 Duke of Wellington, Durham: 20p off a pint of cask ale for CAMRA mem-

bers. 
 Hare and Hounds, Westgate: First two pints of Weard’ALE beer half price 

with an evening meal or Sunday carvery. Table must be booked in advance. 
 Lambton Worm, Chester le Street: 20p off a pint of Sonnet 43 beer for 

CAMRA members. 
 Market Tavern, Durham: 10% off real ale for CAMRA members. 
 Pelaw Grange Greyhound Stadium: Free entry to race meetings for CAMRA 

members.  
 The Library, Durham: 10% off real ale for CAMRA members. 
 Red Lion, North Bitchburn: 20p off a pint, 10p off a half on production of 

CAMRA card. 
 Woodman, Gilesgate, Durham: 10% off per pint on production of CAMRA 

card. 
 Durham Brewery: 10% discount for CAMRA members in their shop.  
 Green Tree, Bishop Auckland: 10p off a pint, 5p off a half on production of 

CAMRA card 
 Chilton Country Club now offers CAMRA discount on food 
 Head of Steam, Durham: 20p a pint discount for CAMRA members 
 Church Mouse, Chester Moor 
 Langley Park, Langley Park: 20p off a pint 
 William Hedley, Durham: 10% off earl ale 
 Bay Horse, Bishop Auckland: 20p a pint 
 Merry Monk, Bishop Auckland: 20p a pint 
 Grand Electric Hall, Spennymoor: 20% off food 
 
Please remember to produce your membership card to gain these discounts, 
and please don’t expect every pub selling real ale to offer a CAMRA discount.  
 
This is entirely a voluntary gesture by the pubs and clubs concerned, which they 
may decide to stop depending on circumstances, so many thanks from CAMRA 
Durham for their generosity. 



How’s  

your pint? 

Rate your beer—every time, please! 



Weardale, oh Weardale….. 
It was early June, then sun was out, and we had a thirst on. So we got a bus or-
ganised and headed west. All seemed to be going to plan until our last pick-up, 
in Crook, when the heater went a bit wonky. Thankfully, the engineer was based 
just down the road and had us on our way...for a while The charabanc gave up 
the ghost completely just before noon and a few miles short of our first   

planned stop. With mobile pone coverage 
less than complete in that part of the 
world, we managed to convey our predic-
ament to the members waiting at St 
John’s Chapel, and hopefully to the Blue 
Bells and the Golden Lion. Many apolo-
gies to those lovely pubs, but we just 
couldn’t get there.  

In a move Mo Farah would have 
been proud of, one of our number  
dashed from the stricken vehicle to 
try the door at the Hare and 
Hounds. Not yet open, so the nec-
essary phone call was made. 
“Morning Colin, Do you want the 
good news or the bad news?” 
 
To cut along story short, we had 
extra time before our planned din-
ner, then managed to get a phone 
signal and rang the Cross Keys at 
Eastgate with our beer order,  

which meant that there were thirty pints 
of Allendale’s finest on the bar when we 
got there. Planning counts, even if the 
bus breaks down, and the welcome was 
terrific . From there we moved to the 



Grey Bull in Stanhope. The weath-
er stayed nice, the beer flowed, 
and we engaged both locals and 
tourists in beery banter for a bit 
longer than we’d planned –but, as 
they say, make hay while the sun 
shines. Eventually, we tore  our-
selves away and strolled the five 
minutes up to the Market Place, 
where the Bonny Moor Hen and 
the Packhorse awaited. More sun-
shine, more beery banter—it’s 
what sunny Saturdays in June are 
made for. 

Next stop, Wolsingham. The Black Bull gave us 
the chance to use their surprise beer garden, 
which was yet another suntrap in which to 
lounge before our final pub of the day, the Black 
Lion—which also has a sunny beer garden. So it 
had been a day of sunshine, a dodgy bus, a tre-
mendous dinner, the choice of over twenty 
beers, and some great conversation. Nothing says 
“campaigning” more than a busload of thirsty 
CAMRA folks, so here’s to the next one. 



 

A Landlord Writes…... 
 

Someone once said that there's no such thing as bad publicity. Take Brewdog for 
example - no matter your views on the maverick brewer and bar operator, you 
can admire their reply to negative online comments about their outlets. In re-
sponse, they've actually produced a range of staff t-shirts with the negative com-
ments on them. I'm sure they react to such comments in a pragmatic way, but I 
bet they have a good giggle, too.  
 
Personally, I applaud their approach to not take life too seriously, especially 
when you look at what they've achieved; Two brewing plants, one on the way. 
Over fifty thousand investors and one thousand staff. They even divide 20% of 
their profits between staff and charities! 
 
These days it’s all too easy to post faceless comments on websites, without any 
regard to the hard work of staff and management. On the flip-side, it’s always 
nice to give credit and praise where it’s due. 
 
My point is this: enjoy what you do, take criticism constructively, appreciate the 
hard work of others and keep smiling! 
 
 Cheers 
 
Alan Hogg, landlord at the Surtees  Arms and brewer at the Yard of Ale 
brewhouse, Ferryhill Station 
 



Join CAMRA Today 
 

From as little as £25 a year—that’s less than a pint a month! 
 

The Campaign for Real Ale was formed in 1971 and now has over 186,000 

members. Could  you be the next? We currently have 810 in the Durham 
Branch, but we’d love more of you to come aboard. 
 

Whatever your reasons for joining, we hope you enjoy your membership. 
 

Simply go to https://join.camra.org.uk 
 

Why join? 
 Help promote the joys of real ale and protect the Great British Pub 
 Local branch meetings and regular beer festivals give plenty of opportunity 

for socialising 
 Great benefits including beer vouchers and 

discounted entry to real ale festivals 
 
 

The benefits 
 Exclusive members’ monthly newsletter 

“What’s Brewing” 
 Exclusive members’ quarterly “Beer” magazine 
 Book discounts 
 Active campaigning 
 £20 in JD Wetherspoon beer vouchers 
 Free or discounted entry to over 160 beer festivals 
 Branch social activities 
 

Or you can do it by phone on 01727 
867201 between 9am and 5pm 
 
 



 A few facts about the 2017 Beer festival…. 

 
Our usual Battle of the Beers competition 
brought the following results, judged by a 
panel of experts: 

1 George Samuel New Direction  
2 Consett UK Pale Ale 
3 Hill Island XIV 
A great result for Spennymoor’s George Samuel brew-
ery, which has entered the last four BoB competitions  - 
in which they have finished third, second, first, and first. 
Their beers are usually available at the Merry Monk in 
Bishop Auckland, amongst others across the county, and 
New Direction has already been on sale there, alongside 
their Pioneer.  

 

Beer of the Festival 
1 Tiramisu Porter by North Rid-
ing brewery of Scarborough 
2 Oakham Citra from Peterborough 
3 Titanic Chocolate & Vanilla Stout from Stoke on Trent 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks to everyone who turned up, drank the beer, and 
shared their opinions. Here’s to the 2018 festival—watch this 
space for news! 
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Grand Autumn Quiz 

 
1. Where in the world would you find the Atacama Desert? 
2. To what did Burma change its name in 1989? 
3. The opera "Tosca" was written by which Italian composer? 
4. What is the middle colour of the rainbow? 
5. In which Australian city would you find the GABBA cricket ground? 
6. What herb is used to flavour Lincolnshire Sausages? 
7. Frosterley Marble is not actually marble, but what is it? 
8. Who played the TWO girls who shared a house with Richard O'Sullivan in "Man 
about the House"? 
9. In which northern English town was the Cooperative Movement founded in 
1844? 
10. Who created "Fungus the Bogeyman"? 
 
Answers inside back page 

Many congratulations to the Copper 
Mine at High Jobs Hill, near Crook, who 

have won the National Pub and Bar awards 
2017 Best Pub award for County Durham. 
  
Considering that the pub was extensively 
renovated only last year, and was a new 

venture in that part of the county, that’s some achieve-
ment. Since reopening, the pub has established a very 
good reputation for their food, and their cask ales, of 
which there are up to three on offer, usually including at 
least one local brew. 
  
There’s also a surprise beer garden to the rear with spec-
tacular views, so perhaps that also helped the judges make 
their decision. Many congratulations from CAMRA Durham 
to the Copper Mine on their award. It’s great to see a real 
ale pub get such recognition.  





The latest and 
bestest version of 

our guide to real ale 
is now available. 
There are copies on 
the bar in city cen-
tre pubs, and you 
can also visit our 
website and down-
load a poster-style 
copy of your very 
own. Either way, it’s 
free. 
 
https://
www.camradurha
m.org.uk/ale-trail 



Big Beer is the biggest threat to consumer choice 

The choice for beer drinkers has never been better as the number of UK breweries soars to over 
1,700 - but storm clouds are gathering as global brewers attempt to stifle that choice, according 
to the Campaign for Real Ale's Good Beer Guide 2018. 

The latest Guide warns that consumers are being deliberately misled, with many drinkers una-
ware that familiar brand names on pump clips are now owned by what Americans call Big Beer 
and may no longer be made to original recipes. In the UK, we used to refer to the Big Six, but 
for once I’m happy to adopt an Americanism, as the problem is now a global one. 

AB Inbev, along with other Big Beer global brewers, are strategically targeting the independent 
brewing sector following the steady decline of mass market lager brands. The scene was set last 
year when the third largest corporate takeover in history saw AB InBev buy its rival SAB Miller 
for £71 billion, effectively taking control of 30 percent of the world's beer production and sales. 

That same year the giant bought the Camden Town Brewery for £80 million and unveiled a 
brand-new plant for Camden in Enfield, with greatly increased capacity. AB InBev's aim is sim-
ple – to turn Camden Town into the biggest brewery in London. 

Big Beer is not only trying to dominate the independent brewing sector, but is also fooling con-
sumers into thinking they are still drinking "independent" or "craft" beer. Thanks to clever mar-
keting tactics and few labelling restrictions, global brewers are still able to market these beers 
as locally produced even when they are no longer made by the original brewer. 
 
The Society of Independent Brewers (SIBA) has recently set up an accreditation scheme to help 
inform consumers about what they are drinking. Mike Benner, SIBA Chief Executive says: "The 
global brewers are seeking to capitalise on the growing consumer interest for flavoursome, 
independent craft beer, by buying out previously independent breweries or launching their own 
beers marketed as 'craft'.  
 
However it is vitally important that beer drinkers are not misled, and are able to easily differen-
tiate between beers produced by the Global brewers and those that are crafted by truly inde-
pendent British breweries, in order to choose how and where they spend their money. SIBA's 
'Assured Independent British Craft Brewer' campaign was launched to do exactly this, with a 
specially designed logo for bottles, cans or pump clips making it crystal clear the beer was 
brewed by a genuine British independent craft brewery." 
 
Whatever your take on the word “craft” when applied to beer, the fact that Big Beer is working 
in this manner brings the very real threat of a return to days CAMRA was formed to battle 
against—the phasing out of smaller, traditional brews in favour of mass-produced fizz, and 
that’s something that we simply can’t allow to happen again.  
 
So next time you reach for a pint of beer, have a good think about who actually makes it. 



Grand  Autumn Quiz 

Picture Quiz 
1. Fir Tree Country Hotel 
2. Kingslodge, Durham, 
3. Hare and Hounds, Westgate 
4. Welcome, Bishop Auckland 
5. City Hotel, Durham 
6. Merry Monk, Bishop Auckland 
7. Black Bull, Wolsingham 
8. Half Moon, Durham 
9. Swan and Seven Cygnets, Durham 

The Answers Bit 

1.The Andes (Chile), 2. Myanmar, 3. Puccini, 4. Green, 5. 
Brisbane, 6. Sage, 7. Limestone speckled with thousands of 
small fossils, 8. Paula Wilcox and Sally Thomsett, 9. Rochdale, 
10. Raymond Briggs. 



..2014, 2015, 
2016. &  2017 

 

..and 2016! 4th 
in the country 

Quality Sunday Carvery 
Reserving  a table is recommended 

Established over 11 years 
3 meats, 9 vegetables, and occasional pie 
When possible we use our own home-grown 

vegetables 

Most eggs supplied by our feathered pets 

Weard’Ale beers £2 a 
pint on Wednesdays 


