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Hello and welcome to issue 122 of
Durham Drinker. We’ve had a busy old summer, what with organising and running the
36th Durham Beer Festival. You can read
more about this elsewhere in the magazine,
but we thoroughly enjoyed ourselves, and it
seems the visitors did as well. However, we’re
looking for your views on the festival—what should we change for the future?
Where should we hold it? When should we hold it? Your thoughts count—
please let us know via the information on page 6.

We’ve also seen the sad passing of some well-known people from the Durham
real ale scene. Pauline Draper passed away in June, and will be remembered by
many as landlady of the Half Moon in Durham City. Pauline ran the Half Moon
with husband Keith for many years and established the pub as an essential part
of what makes Durham the special place it is.
Also in June, Woz Myers, landlord of the Penny Gill in Spennymoor died in a
road accident. Despite only being at the Penny Gill with his wife June for a couple of years, Woz had transformed the fortune of the pub, offering several real
ales and live music which attracted a wide variety of custom. The esteem in which he is held
was shown when Spennymoor main street was
filled with a procession of motorcycles and tricycles in his honour. Woz (real name Warren)
was a founder member of the Brigantes Brotherhood Motor Cycle Club, which was based at
the Penny Gill.
Both will be sadly missed.

Paul Dobson

Dates for your diary….
October 6th-8th Sunderland Octoberfest—see poster on p18
October 7th-8th Snod’s Edge Beer
Festival
October 11th—branch meeting,
New Cross Club, Langley Moor,
7:30
October 20th-25th—OcTURBerfest
beer festival, The Turbinia, Sid
Chaplin Drive, Aycliffe
October 26th-30th—Halloween
beer festival, The Surtees Arms,
Ferryhill Station
November 8th - Branch meeting
and Autumn Pub of the Season
presentation, Smith’s Arms, Brecon
Hill, 7:30
December 6th—Branch meeting
and Winter Pub of the Season
presentation, Pollards, Bishop
Auckland 7:30
Friday December 16th, CAMRA
Christmas do
Wednesday December 21st –
lunchtime walking tour of Durham
City, probably extending into the
afternoon

The Half Moon Inn







A Traditional British Pub in the
Heart of Durham City
A choice of Cask Marque approved real ales, including Bass,
Durham Brewery’s White Gold,
and Timothy Taylor’s Landlord
Sky Sports, Racing UK, & At The
Races for all live sporting events
Fantastic outside drinking area
leading down to the river Wear,
with two TVs

Overall winner
Durham’s Best Bar
None award
2015
Like our Facebook page to see our weekly
guest ales & sporting events
Why not sign up to our webpage for more info
on offers?

The Half Moon Inn
New Elvet, Durham City, DH1 3AQ
Tel: 01913741918
www.thehalfmooninndurham.co.uk

Charity at the Half Moon
There’s been a long tradition of raising
money for charity at the Half Moon pub
in Durham, going back to Pauline and
Keith Draper—and current landlord Graeme Draper is keen to keep following in his
parents’ footsteps. Cancer Research UK is
the main charity supported by the pub
and they have so far raised £18,072 of a
£20,000 target, which is the highest amount raised by any of the 500 pubs in the
Mitchells and Butlers group supporting the cause. Sweepstakes, coffee mornings,
and raffles are regular fundraising events but Graeme and his team are also
getting out from behind the bar, and their comfort zones, by taking part in numerous runs and races to raise funds for Cancer Research. Hayley, Annabell, Roz
and Cara took part in the Race for Life while Graeme and David completed a 5k
Park Run the same weekend, and Graeme and Roz have taken part in the last two
annual Obstacle Course Colour Runs. Graeme also ran the Gateshead 10k in aid of
CRUK and Arthritis Care, a charity close to his heart since suffering from arthritis
himself since the age of 7, so managing such a distance for the first time really
was an amazing personal effort. It would seem that Graeme now has the bug,
however, as he will be taking part in the My Marathon which starts on the 1 st
September. Runners have a month in which to complete their own marathon
with all proceeds going to the British Heart Foundation; we wish Graeme all the
best with his endeavours as he completes the run in memory of his mother. Local
charity, St Cuthbert’s Hospice, have also benefitted from the pub’s generosity
with the current total donated exceeding £1,863.
Graeme credits the pub’s success of raising so
much money for these worthy causes down to
two things: the dedication of his staff and their
willingness to give anything a go, and also to the
generosity of the pub’s customers who always
back the pub’s fundraising endeavours. He is at
pains to say he is immensely proud of the unstinting support from the pub’s regulars and of their community-minded spirit,
but perhaps would should add that the Half Moon staff and regulars are all very
proud of Graeme for leading the way too.
To Graeme and his team – well done, and we’ll definitely drink to that!

How did it go?
As you might have read in the local
press, the number of people attending
(footfall is the current word, I believe) was down on last year. However, those
that did come along managed to sup 1,428 gallons of beer—that’s 11,424 pints –
showing that the thirst for the real thing is still very much out there. Having said
that, CAMRA Durham are looking at what to do next year with the festival in order to ensure attendance doesn't fall again—indeed, what we can do to increase
it.
Comments on the quality of the beer were positive, as they were on the organisation of the festival itself, so that part we’re relatively happy with. What we
need to work on is how to connect more effectively with potential attendees—in
short, find them and show them that the Durham Beer Festival is well worth visiting.
What are your thoughts on the above? Are there any other venues close to the
city centre that you know of, perhaps with fewer stairs to contend with? How
would you prefer to find your information on the festival? If you could let us
have your thoughts by the end of October, so that we can include them in planning for 2017, we’d be very grateful. Email to Peter.A.Lawson@hotmail.co.uk,
please.
As ever, we asked you to name your favourite beer and cider, and the results
were as follows:
Beer of the Festival: Swannay Orkney Blast. Joint second place Castle Eden
Test Brew (see elsewhere for more details of this) and Wylam Jakehead.
Cider of the Festival: Pulp Rhubarb. Second place Orchard Pig Maverick Chilli
and Ginger. Third place Biddenden’s Dry.
The annual Battle of the Beers—this year, a London style porter was the target saw George Samuel of Spennymoor’s Harvey take first place, with Sonnet 43 of
Coxhoe’s I Shall But Love in second, and Just A Minute of Spennymoor’s Time
To Go (Tommy’s Porter) in third.
Having been third two years ago and second last year, perhaps it was inevitable
that George Samuel would win this time, but as it was a blind tasting, the judges
had no idea which beer was which.
Congratulations to our winner, thanks to all who took part, and thank you to all
who attended the festival.

The Victoria Inn
Free House
86 Hallgarth Street, Durham, DH13AS
tel. 0191 3865266 fax 0191 3860465









Bed & Breakfast accommodation
All rooms en-suite
Friendly, atmospheric bar
Private car parking
Five cask ales, including guests
English Heritage Grade 2 Listed
Durham’s only CAMRA national inventory
listed pub
Whiskey and Whisky galore!

CAMRA Durham’s Pub of the Year 2003, 2005, 2007, 2009, & 2012. Town
Pub of the Year 2014, Runner-up 2015

Battle of the Beers third place at this year’s
beer festival was taken by Time To Go from Spennymoor’s Just a Minute brewery. The pumpclip also carried its other name—Tommy’s Porter— and the name of
the Tommy in question. Thomas Gibson Collinson, like so
many other men from Durham, died on the Somme on
July 1st 1916. CAMRA Durham’s secretary John Collinson
sponsored the beer in memory of this particular Tommy,
his great grandfather.

Getting shirty
You may remember from reading previous Durham Drinkers that CAMRA
Durham’s Joe Davison arranged for spare festival polo shirts to be sent to Nepal, to help in the aftermath of the earthquake. Well, we’re going to do it
again, so if you have any Festival polo shirts that are clean, in good condition,
and are not needed, please bring them along to the meeting at New Cross Club,
Langley Moor on October 11th. If you can’t make that date, please get in touch
via publications@carmradurham.org.uk and we’ll make sure they get to Nepal.

Picture quiz
Can you identify these County Durham pubs—or the view from them? Answers
inside back page
2
3

1

4
5
6

8
7
8

Coffee Bar, Bistro, and Sun Terrace
Cask Ale & cider, craft lager, wine, prosecco!
 Music quiz on first Wednesday of the month
 Open from 9am daily, food served all day
 Large catered function room
 Large draught selection
 Afternoon teas from £8.95
 CAMRA discount
 Large spirit selection, cocktails & jugs
Call Chris on 01388 603371, 07434 960236, website pavilionbarbistro.co.uk
April 17th—19th


Durham CAMRA Pub of the Year 2013, runner-up 2014 –2016

Castle Eden Ale
Ah, one from the memory banks. This classic County Durham
Ale, deep golden and with a unique flavour, was originally
brewed by Whitbread’s Castle Eden brewery until its closure in
2002, when production move to Camerons. Same recipe +
different water = nice enough, but not quite the same beer.
Production ceased in 2009, with a brief resurrection in 2013.
In 2015, a new brewery opened in Seaham, and they acquired
the recipe for Castle Eden Ale. Work begun to
recreate the famous brand. Several iterations have been gone
through, with the latest being “Castle Eden Test Brew”. It was on
offer at the Durham Beer Festival, and a notebook was provided
next to the handpump for drinkers to register their comments on
the brew—how did it taste, and most importantly, did it taste like
the original. Comments were to be assessed by the brewers to see
how close, in people’s opinions, they had got to the original. As I was serving on
the relevant bar, I had a few peeps at the comments as well as adding my own.
The first entry was about 200 words long, so people were obviously having a
good think about the beer and expressing
their thoughts, rather than simply saying
“nice drink.”
As it’s been fourteen years since anyone
tasted the original, memory was a very important factor, but considering the number
of different ales tasted by Castle Eden fans in the intervening years most folks
seemed to have retained at least some recollection of the beer in question.
They do say that smell (and thus taste) is the strongest sense in terms of remembering things, so this really was worthwhile feedback.
Anyhow, the upshot was that Castle Eden Test Brew was joint second in the Beer
of the Festival voting—visitors to the festival thought only one beer of the 101
on offer was better. This is good news for the Castle Eden Brewery, meaning that
they would appear to have got very close to their target.
Will this mean the return of what we knew and once loved? Let’s hope so—as
they say, watch this space, and local pubs.

Brewery News
With so many breweries in Durham CAMRA’s area, we thought it would be a
good idea to provide you with a little more information on them. After all,
you’re the ones who drink their beers.
In no particular order, I’ll start off with Weard’Ale. Based at the Hare and
Hounds in Westgate—right up Weardale, as the name suggests— landlord
and brewer Colin Stubbs produces a range of ales, and offers five of them in
the bar at any time. Wherever possible, local ingredients are used, and the
latest addition to the range is Pilsner Beer which has proved very popular over
the summer. As the brewery is in prime walking country, thirsts have to be
quenched, and this led to the introduction of Chilled Nights, which is simply
the popular Dark Nights served cooler.
As the brewery is in the pub cellar, Weard’Ale beers probably have the smallest carbon footprint of any in Durham, travelling only a matter of feet before
reaching the customer. Currently, the Hare and Hounds is the only place you
can find the beers.
Moving east, Black Paw in Bishop Auckland is based handily in the town centre, where brewer Phil Whitfield produces a regular range of six ales, plus occasional special brews. Established in 2011, Black Paw ales are available
across the North East and regularly find their way down the country. Archbishop’s Ale was produced to celebrate the Bishop of Durham (who lives in
Bishop Auckland) Justin Welby being made Archbishop of Canterbury, but
proved so popular that it has joined the regular range. The brewery featured a
“pop-up” pub in the Market Place during the historical show Kynren’s summer
season, and Thursday evening is open night, when from 5 until 9 you can sit
in the brewery itself and drink the beer while looking at the next brew in progress.
George Samuel was established in the Duke of Wellington in Welbury near
Northallerton before landlord and brewer Andrew Ferriman moved back to
his home town of Spennymoor last year, where he built a microbrewery. Their
first brew was for the Battle of the Beers at the 2015 Durham Beer festival—
and Star Spangled took second place, one better than 2014’s third place for
Ruby Tuesday. They went one better and won this year, with Harvey Porter,
and now supply 85 pubs and clubs across the North East and Yorkshire with
ales such as Bessemer Best.

Whatpub
In a recent email discussion, I was asked how much CAMRA’s Whatpub database is used as a resource for information on pubs, and was surprised to find
that, according to the database manager, it was now getting some 410,000 hits
(or ‘unique visits’ as he quoted) per month This is quite an impressive figure –
as a comparison, CAMRA’s national database (www.camra.org.uk) receives only about 50,000.
This means it’s fast becoming one of the most valuable pub information resources, not only for
CAMRA members, but for the public in general. Some members think of whatpub as a beer
scoring tool, but its greater value is its information on pubs – notably for real ale, but for other
features as well. I use it regularly when I am visiting an area to find out what pubs are available. In my opinion it is much more valuable than the Good Beer Guide as it can potentially cover all pubs, and being an online tool can be updated very quickly to keep it relevant.
There lies the rub of course. Keeping the information up to date is a big challenge, and it’s the
responsibility of willing volunteers in local CAMRA branches to maintain by. Some branches
have more resource available to do this than others, and so results and information can vary by
region. Some branches are only able to keep records on their real ale pubs whilst the aim is to
try and document all pubs – and of course things can change. Then there are also clubs, hotels
and restaurants and other licensed premises like brewery taps, that can be included.
In the Durham branch we have over 400 pubs, around 220 of which serve real ale and we try
and keep that information up to date with a small team taking responsibility for Durham
CAMRA’s geographical. But even with the best will in the world, it impossible to keep on top of
all of them. So what we would really appreciate is feedback on what we have - is our information incorrect or missing in any of our entries? If you give whatpub.com a try, see what it’s
like for your local or any other pub you visit , and let us know. You can use it on a computer,
phone or tablet. If you use it on your phone you will find there is no ‘app’ but the web link is
tailored for a mobile device, there is even a ‘search for pubs near me’ facility if you have GPS
switched on - which is invaluable when you visiting a new area.
There is a feedback facility to let us know what you find, and you don’t have to log on (which
you do to give beer scores), so you don’t even have to be a CAMRA member to use it - or you
could just drop us an email if you prefer. Anything you report won’t change immediately but it
may alert us to check a pub out. One potential downside is the modern British disease of
“using the internet while under the influence” (we’ve all done it. Ebay would go bankrupt otherwise) which has resulted in a few pieces of feedback which, while admittedly hilarious, are
quite probably libellous. These, of course, we don’t act upon, and those sending them would
do well to remember that, even if they use a false name, the email address shows up in the
communication. Usually with their name in it—that’s how emails work.

Give Whatpub a try – we would love to hear from you.











Good news—new outlets, re-openings, more beers….
 The Earl Derby at Stanley Crook has reopened. No news
of real ale yet, but watch this space for details—or let us know if you visit and find
some.

The Three Horse Shoes, Running Waters has reopened after refurbishment with real ale on offer
The Moors Tavern (formerly the Salvin Arms) in Spennymoor, has reopened after an impressive refurbishment. with three ales on offer.
Closely associated with the town’s football club, it includes Brewery
Field ale alongside Doom Bar and a Camerons ale.
The Castle Bar Hotel in Bishop Auckland Market Place now offers a real ale, usually
from Sonnet 43.
Sedgefield Cricket Club now offers real ale.
The Railway in Spennymoor has reopened after a brief closure and offers three Camerons ales
The Manor House in Ferryhill now offers three ales—Camerons Strongarm, and another two changing beers usually, but not always, from the Camerons range.
The long-closed Marquis of Granby at Byers Green has reopened as Thomas Wright
House, offering accommodation and meals, but no real ale as yet.
The Cherry Tree at Ouston, near Chester le Street, now has one real ale on offer
The White Horse at Ferryhill has been refurbished and offers a local real ale

Bad news—no more real ale
 Fighting Cocks, Durham
 Station House, Tow Law

Ugly news—closures
 The Last Orders in Gilesgate is to be
converted to flats—real ale wasn’t on
offer but it’s another pub biting the dust
 The Blacksmiths Arms at Pittington

Please let us know if you find any changes—we’ve almost certainly missed a few!

Wordsearch
Well, we’re moving into Autumn, so we thought we’d better provide you with something else to do as you enjoy your favourite tipple
net to the fire down the pub. There are seventeen local breweries
hidden away in the ultra high resolution grid below, generated using
the latest technology.
Just to make it a bit trickier, not all are from County Durham, so
watch out.
As ever, answers are inside the back page.

Don’t forget to score your pint!
Get the on your mobile, or visit https://whatpub.com/ log in with
your membership number and password, and away you go!

Bits and Bobs
The Slug and Lettuce in
Durham is being refurbished,
to reopen on October 1st as
Missoula. Perhaps they’ll try
real ale again….
The Green Tree in Bishop
Auckland now has Green
Tree Ale, brewed by Greene
King, as their house beer.
The Bay Horse in Bishop
Auckland has reverted to two
ales and one cider after experimenting with all beer.
Taylor’s Landlord is permanently on offer, while the
second ale changes regularly
and has included John
Smith’s and Camerons.

The Turbinia, Sid Chaplin
Drive, Newton Aycliffe
One of our pump clips arrived by post!

Pubs as Assets of Community Value
Previous Durham Drinkers have featured news on CAMRA’s campaign to get
pubs registered by local councils as Assets of Community Value (ACV) as one tool
to help stem the tide of pub closures when they provide a service to the local
community over and above that of a pub. Pubs that are not recognised listed as
ACVs a can be turned into shops or offices without planning permission or local
consultation and those listed also give the local community time to put together
funds to bid to buy a pub should it come up for sale and perhaps run it themselves rather than lose it, should that day ever become a possibility.
Nationally, some 1800 pubs are now ACV listed and in the last issue we reported
there were two in our branch area:
Square & Compass, West Cornforth
Cross Keys, Esh
Since then the following have also achieved ACV listing
Dun Cow, Bournmoor
Stapylton Arms, Hawthorn
In addition the car park of the currently closed Smelters Arms, Castleside is now
listed – community assets don’t need to be pubs!
Pubs can be nominated by local community groups and organisations such as local parish councils who recognise their value and it is good to see some parish
councils acting as both the Staplyton and the Smelters were nominated in this
way.
The Cross keys was nominated by a group of local residents – The Cross Keys
Supporters Group and its organiser Anthony Harding has kindly agree to share
with us the text of the message which was used to pay tribute to this thriving and
valued pub which Durham Council agreed was therefore a community asset, and
long may it remain so. Here’s how they worded their application:

“Our pub, the Cross Keys lies within Esh Village Conservation Area and is the only
public house in the village. It is an historic building and may date back as far as
the 14th Century - some say visited by Edward 1st. On-site there is a record of
licensees over the last 115 years. It ls the focal point and centre for village communication, especially now, with loss of our post office and shop.
Apart from our two Churches, it is the historic social centre for meetings, reunions, celebration of birth, engagement, marriage and death in Esh. It is the village focus for national celebration such as Coronations, Weddings, Jubilees, Millennia and military milestones. It is the first point of call for emergency refuge,

help and information in power failure, adverse weather and snowfall.
It has always been a training ground and valuable source of local employment,
more often for young adults, in the kitchen, restaurant and behind the bar.
At present the Cross Keys hosts social activities including Music Nights, Vintage
Motor Club, Badminton Club, Knit and Natter Club, Esh Village Residents Association and Neighbourhood Watch, and Cornsay Village Residents (who lost the
Black Horse). It is actively involved in promotion of charities such as Poppy Day
and Dorothy’s Well Project.
Facilities on-site include advertising space for local events; it is close to the village
green and sports facilities. There is space to sit outside if weather permits, while
inside there is free WiFi, TV in the bar, darts and dominoes and un-restricted disabled access. The Cross Keys offers a range of beers, lager, wines and spirits; and a
good restaurant featured in pub websites such as The Good Pub Guide or Trip Advisor.
Outside, the Cross Keys is an attractive building with window boxes and hanging
baskets in summer. We are surrounded by some of the finest views in the County,
attractive to cyclists, walkers and visitors. Out of hours the car park is a valuable
village resource, providing the only safe, off-street parking in the village. It is especially important to villagers because most children from each of two schools
arrive and leave each day by car.”
Contact pubsofficer@camradurham.org.uk if you are interested in further information on ACV nomination process.

Love Your Local

Hey there CAMRA members!
There are some lovely pubs out there who like CAMRA so much that the offer a discount to
card-carrying members. Here are those we know of…...
 Bishop Langley, Durham: 50p off a pint of real ale and 10% off food for CAMRA members.
There is also a loyalty card scheme.
 Clarence Villa, Coxhoe: 20p off a pint of Sonnet 43 beer for CAMRA members.
 Court Inn, Durham: 30p off a pint of real ale for CAMRA members.
 Duke of Wellington, Durham: 20p off a pint of cask ale for CAMRA members.
 Hare and Hounds, Westgate: First two pints of Weard’ALE beer half price with an evening
meal or Sunday carvery. Table must be booked in advance.
 Lambton Worm, Chester le Street: 20p off a pint of Sonnet 43 beer for CAMRA members.
 Market Tavern, Durham: 10% off real ale for CAMRA members.
 Pelaw Grange Greyhound Stadium: Free entry to race meetings for CAMRA members.
 The Library, Durham: 10% off real ale for CAMRA members.
 Red Lion, North Bitchburn: 10p off a pint, 5p off a half on production of CAMRA card.
 Woodman, Gilesgate, Durham: 20p off per pint on production of CAMRA card.
 Durham Brewery: 10% discount for CAMRA members in their shop.
 Green Tree, Bishop Auckland: 10p off a pint, 5p off a half on production of CAMRA card
 Chilton Country Club now offers CAMRA discount on food
 Head of Steam, Durham. 20p a pint discount for CAMRA members

The Joiners
Arms
Hunwick


Monday….cheese night
from 8pm

We’re in it!


Wednesday...grill night from
5pm. Buy two grills, get the wine free!



01388 605131

Friday...fish night from 5pm

Grand Autumn Quiz
1. Which large US city, located on the Ohio river, was named after a popular
Roman statesman?
2. In North Africa, what is a 'Tajine' (or Tagine)?
3. When women first got the vote in Britain in 1918, how old did they have to
be?
4. Which modern scientific word is Latin for 'amount'?
5. Which character on TV lived between Nick Swainey and his mother on one
side and Patrick and Pippa on the other?
6. Which English county with a sea border has the shortest coastline?
7. In which US city is the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame?
8. Which three countries have won the UEFA European Championship on
home soil?
9. The river Danube originates in the Black Forest in Germany. Name the nine
other countries the Danube flows through.
10. What is the world's most syndicated cartoon strip, appearing in 2620
newspapers?
Answers inside back page

CAMRA
Team Wins
Quiz!
The Centurion
in Langley Park
might have
changed to a
private house
years ago, but
here’s pictorial
proof that we
know our stuff
and can win
things.
Sometimes. 33
years ago

2016 Pub of the Year
The Durham CAMRA winners in the various categories were, as ever,
forwarded to the regional competition, and didn’t they do well?
In the Pubs category, Ye Old Elm Tree came third, behind the Steamboat in South Shields and Stockton’s Golden Smog.
In the Clubs category, Tanfield Lea WMC came third, behind winners
Darlington Snooker Club, and Haltwhistle Comrades Club. A great
piece of recognition for Tanfield, who are relatively new providers of
real ale
Lynda Ede—got it wrong last
time! Chester le Street
Cricket Club, Durham
CAMRA Club of the Year
runner-up

In the Cider Pub category, the Black Lion of Wolsingham won again!
Finishing ahead of the Strathmore Arms, Holwick, and the Tannery in
Hexham, this means that the Black Lion has been well placed in the
Super Regional competition.

Unfortunately, not everyone can win. CAMRA Durham are conscious
that a number of great pubs are nominated for awards, but don’t
quite manage enough votes to win. For this reason, we’ve decided to
acknowledge those pubs with our seasonal awards. Following the
spring award going to the Grey Horse in Consett, the summer award
went to Durham’s Half Moon. Some of the reasons behind its recognition can be found on page 5, but it’s a great pub that serves several
great beers, and CAMRA Durham love an excuse to get together in a
good pub and sample the beers that we preach about.
Pictured are landlord
Graeme Draper receiving the award
from CAMRA
Durham chairman
Peter Lawson

The remaining two awards of 2016 will be presented at upcoming branch meetings, with the autumn
award going to the Smith’s Arms, Castle Dene (November
8th) and the winter award going to the Pollards Inn, Bishop Auckland (December 6th). If these pubs are favourites of yours, come along and show your support at the presentation. If they're not, then come
along and see why other folks think so highly of them. Good beer is guaranteed.

A Landlord writes….
Hello from Pub Land!
We like a good rumour in the beer trade - be it about a British Standard Head
Thickness or how we should clean our hydrometers (I made those up!). The
latest report in the press suggested that CAMRA was going to call for a ban on
the use of isinglass in cask ales.
Isinglass has been, and is, used widely as a clearing agent in beer. Some brewers use more than others - some beers are more hazy than others - raising
questions about when hazy becomes too hazy. It also leads into the "craft
beer" sector, as many of those beers are served naturally hazy.
The report was, of course, a misrepresentation of a statement by esteemed
beer writer Roger Protz, who was merely commenting on vegetarian options.
My rule when it comes to beer: if it looks, smells and tastes like beer then it
must be beer. It's a rule that's also open to some corruption, but it works for
me. Some people get hung up on the whole clarity thing. It's up to the brewer
what he/she uses for clearing beer and how much. So what if it's a little hazy it's how their gods intended it. As long as there's no twigs or stuff floating in it,
eh?
Cheers, Alan

Alan Hogg is brewer at the Yard of Ale and landlord of the Surtees Arms, Ferryhill
Station

The Surtees Arms & Yard of Ale Brew Co. Ltd.
Durham CAMRA Country Pub of the Year 2015
Durham CAMRA Country Pub of the Year runner -up 2014 & 2016
Durham CAMRA Pub of the Year runner-up 2012 & 2013
North East CAMRA Pub of the Year 2010
Durham CAMRA Pub of the Year 2010 & 2011
Chilton Lane, Ferryhill Station DL17 0DH
01740 655724 07540 733513
Www.thesurteesarms.co.uk facebook/twitter

The Black Horse Inn
A popular village pub built in the early 1800’s
as a coaching inn, this welcoming family run
free house pub is situated on the A690 at the
edge of Willington, locally referred to as the
“Gateway to Weardale”. The large open plan
bar has three constantly changing real ales
which is sourced both nationally and from local micro-breweries.
This community pub is also a proud sponsor of the Willington Ladies
football club.

Low Willington

Regional Pub of the Year assessment
Contrary to popular opinion, these things don’t sort themselves out! It takes a
lot of hard work (judging, they call it) as the various North East branches of CAMRA visit the pubs in the neighbouring branch areas. Durham CAMRA don’t vote
on the pubs in their area, but visit Darlington, Sunderland and South Tyneside,
Cleveland, and Tyneside and Northumberland’s pubs and clubs. Those branches
in turn visit Durham CAMRA’s pubs and clubs.
So it was that a small but perfectly formed
team of determined analysts set out one Saturday in June, first to Darlington and the wonderfully quirky Snooker Club, then the Quaker
House where there were seven to choose from.
Mr Lawson took advantage of the proximity of
Taylor’s esteemed pie shop to obtain proviThose beers won’t assess themselves—voting form at the ready in
sions for our journey. Pies, if I remember corthe Snooker Club
rectly. A quick blast
along the A66 and
we were in Stockton’s Golden Smog, one of a growing number of micropubs on Teesside.
Having assessed that one, the A19 took us to Ashbrook sports club, where the view is surely one of
Sunderland’s biggest surprises, as there’s no hint of
Another six to choose from at
the Golden Smog—well worth
seeking out

the existence of a cricket
ground as you approach along
the splendid Victorian terraces.
Appropriately, beers from
Maxim were among those on
offer, and the sun came out to
make the view even more
pleasant. Howzaaaat!
Someone ordered a soft drink at Ashbrook—we’re
not sure why

Newcastle city centre was our last
official stop, with Fitzgerald’s and the
recently relocated Split Chimp, another micropub, in a new, bigger railway arch being the pubs under scrutiny.
There had probably been almost forty beers to choose from over the
course of the afternoon, so we had
our work cut out to select the right
one to accompany our pies.
No prizes for guessing which this pub is. Hear no
evil .Speak no evil. Drink some lovely beer.

Beers were assessed and discussed,
as were facilities, atmosphere, and
various other things that are deemed to make a pub or club stand out, and the
relevant boxes ticked before our voting forms were collected. Actually, this took
several days as the forms kept turning up in people’s pockets, but that’s an acceptable and totally understandable risk in this sort of undertaking.

Of course, after all that beertasting, the last thing you want to
do when you get back to base is
taste more beer. So that’s the
last thing most of us did, as it
“Al, there’s been nearly forty beers on offer today.”
would have been rude not to.
“What? I can see more than that on the wall”
So next time you wonder how pubs and clubs win regional awards, spare a
thought for the poor souls who have to visit them, and watch out for the trips
next year. Your opinion could make all the difference.

The Answers bit
Wordsearch
Sonnet (43)
Yard of Ale
Black Paw
Leamside
Maxim
Camerons
Castle Eden
Weardale
George Samuel
Just a Minute
Durham
Consett Aleworks
Brewlab
Tyne Bank
Big Lamp
Wylam
Blackhill

Grand Autumn Quiz
1. Cincinnati (after Lucius Quinctius Cincinnatus), 2. An earthenware pot,
3. 30, 4. Quantum, 5. Victor Meldrew, 6. Durham, 7. Cleveland, 8. Spain (1964),
Italy (1968) and France (1984), 9. Austria, Slovakia, Hungary, Croatia, Serbia,
Bulgaria, Moldova, Ukraine, Romania, 10. Peanuts (by Charles M. Schulz).

Picture Quiz
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Grand Electric Hall, Spennymoor.
White Horse, Ferryhill.
Bridge Hotel, Durham.
Royal Oak, Medomsley.
Penny Gill, Spennymoor.
Castle Bar Hotel, Bishop Auckland.
Manor House, Ferryhill.
Red Alligator, South Church

Quality Sunday Carvery
Reserving a table is recommended
Established over 11 years
3 meats, 9 vegetables, and occasional pie
When possible we use our own home-grown
vegetables

Most eggs supplied by our feathered pets

..and 2016!
..2014, 2015,
& 2016

