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Hello and welcome to issue 121
Firstly, congratulations to Tom Bates. We
don’t often get replies to our DD quiz
pages, but Tom spotted that the last two
answers in the DD 120 picture quiz were
incorrect. Well, the correct answers were
there, we’d just swapped the Station
House, Durham, with the Royal George
at Old Shotton. As Eric Morecambe
would have said, the answers were all there, just not in the right places.

Our CAMRA Durham area seems to be going against the national trend for
pub closures. While we have seen our fair share (and more) of pubs shutting
down, we’ve been lucky in that, in recent months, a number have either reopened or started from scratch. This shows that, when given the chance, people still like going to the pub—and we have plenty of great pubs in County
Durham for you to visit, so make the most of the sunshine (honest, there will
be some) and sup a pint outside one (or more) of them.
We’ve also managed to secure the use of Dunelm House for our beer festival
this year, so put the dates in your diary—August 31st to September 3rd - and
be there or be square.
Finally, I’ll leave you with the words of someone not usually associated with
extolling the virtues of beer, but who made a cracking job of it when he did
—Edgar Allan Poe
Filled with mingled cream and amber, I will drain that glass again. Such hilarious visions clamber, through the Chambers of my brain. Quaintest thoughtsqueerest fancies come to life and fade away. What care I how time advances;
I am drinking ale today

Paul Dobson

Dates for your diary….










Tuesday June 14th, 7:30, branch
meeting, Stonebridge, near
Durham
June 15th-16th Tanfield Club
Beer Festival
July 1st-2nd Ceddesfield Hall
Beer Festival, Sedgefield
July 12th, 7:30 branch meeting,
Royal Oak, Medomsley
July 15th Beer Festival, the
Woodman Inn, Gilesgate,
Durham
August 9th, 7:30 branch
meeting, Punch Bowl, Satley
August 31st—September 3rd,
Durham Beer Festival

The Half Moon Inn







A Traditional British Pub in the
Heart of Durham City
A choice of Cask Marque approved real ales, including Bass,
Durham Brewery’s White Gold,
and Timothy Taylor’s Landlord
Sky Sports, Racing UK, & At The
Races for all live sporting events
Fantastic outside drinking area
leading down to the river Wear,
with two TVs

The Woodman Inn
Beer Festival
July 15th
£10 gets you three pints, and a
pint glass
£1 refund on glass
CAMRA members get an extra half
pint voucher on production of
membership card.
Fifteen real ales

Overall winner
Durham’s Best Bar
None award 2015
Like our Facebook page to see our
weekly guest ales & sporting events
Why not sign up to our webpage for more info
on offers?

Supported by CAMRA Durham
The Woodman Inn
23 Gilesgate
Durham

The Half Moon Inn
New Elvet, Durham City, DH1 3AQ
Tel: 01913741918
www.thehalfmooninndurham.co.uk

Sign of the times
While the CAMRA Durham area has sort of bucked the national trend of pub
closures by seeing new ones opening and others being reopened, this snap of
Bishop Auckland market place is a stark reminder of what can happen to pubs.
This block of four properties consists of (left to right) the Queens Head (closed,
once supplying Samson), the Post chaise (closed, former home of the Weirdale
brewery), the Jobcentre (ironically located), and Monaco’s (never sold real ale).
The first two are scheduled to reopen as a boutique hotel as part of the rejuvenation of the town alongside the Kynren historical show, so we’ll wait to see if
there’s a bar included.

The Station House, Durham’s first micro-pub, opened its doors in
December, and to say that has proved popular is a bit of an understatement. In early February, they tapped their 100th cask, and have now had
160 different beers from 59 breweries, as well as 55 different ciders. If you
serve it, they will come. They’ve also had some nice signs added to the
front of the building, to make sure you don’t miss it.
Meanwhile, up the hill at the Station itself, the proposed micropubDunelm Tap, on the northbound platform, is reporting problems with
making the building useable. This means delays in the opening of opening
the city’s second Micropub seem inevitable, but watch this space, and our
website, for updates as and when they become available.

Just in case
you missed
the rather
garish front
page of this
issue of
Durham
Drinker, we’ve got the beer festival sorted. Or rather, we’ve got the dates and
the venue, and we’re in the process of sorting it.
Getting the venue and the beer are all very well, but one vital part is getting the beer to the customers—and that’s where you come in. If you fancy yourself pulling pints and keeping customers
happy, then you’re exactly what we’re looking for. There are also various other tasks, such as
selling beer tokens and manning the entrance desk , that need doing, so there will also be the
opportunity to do those things.
We also need people to help with the equally important part that most people don’t see—setting
up the bars and getting the beer in place and ready to serve.
More details are available on our festival website, at www.durhambeerfestival.org.uk
You’ll find a staffing form on there, which can be completed on-line—so if you can help, please
join us at Dunelm House at the end of August. Cheers!

The New Inn

Remember the “food and beer
matching” event last year? Well,
there’s to be another one, this time
at the Black Lion in Wolsingham. It will feature beer sommelier
Annabel Smith, and takes place on
Tuesday June 21st, starting at 7:30.
Annabel will offer advice on matching different styles of beer to the
five plates of food. Five “world
beers” will be available to give plenty of opportunity to see which complements which food.
Tickets £17.50, and places are limited so make your move soon.
01388 527772

29 Church Street

Durham





 Three

regularly changing cask ales
 Food from noon-8pm daily
 Large beer garden
 Favourite with Town and Gown!

The Victoria Inn
Free House
86 Hallgarth Street, Durham, DH13AS
tel. 0191 3865266 fax 0191 3860465









Bed & Breakfast accommodation
All rooms en-suite
Friendly, atmospheric bar
Private car parking
Five cask ales, including guests
English Heritage Grade 2 Listed
Durham’s only CAMRA national inventory
listed pub
Whiskey and Whisky galore!

CAMRA Durham’s Pub of the Year 2003, 2005, 2007, 2009, & 2012. Town
Pub of the Year 2014, Runner-up 2015
Recently we reported on Michael Webster celebrating forty years at the Victoria
Inn, Durham (the one featured above), and we now congratulate another landlord on passing that landmark. Geoff Rayner took over at the Dun Cow in
Sedgefield in 1976, and has remained at the
helm ever since.
To celebrate, Enterprise Inn’s Ian Romayne presented
Geoff with champagne and a bouquet of flowers, while
Geoff said that he loved his job and couldn't imagine
doing anything else. He praised the locals for their continued support, and said that anyone was welcome in the
pub, be they a president, a local, or a traveller just dropping in. Which is just as well, as amongst the more wellknown folks who have dropped in are Tony Blair and
You need to be on the other side of
George “Dubya” Bush.
the bar, George.
As well as Theakston Bitter and Black Sheep Bitter, the
Dun Cow serves two guest beers, usually including one from a local brewery, and is well known
for its food. Congratulations, Geoff.
In an age where managers seem to
outnumber real landlords, forty
years at the bar is a great achievement.

Picture quiz
Can you identify these County Durham pubs—or the view from them? Answers
inside back page
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Coffee Bar, Bistro, and Sun Terrace
Cask Ale & cider, craft lager, wine, prosecco!
 Music quiz on first Wednesday of the month
 Open from 9am daily, food served all day
 Large catered function room
 San Miguel & Birra Moretti on draught
 Afternoon teas from £8.95
 CAMRA discount
 Large spirit selection, cocktails & jugs
Call Chris on 01388 603371, 07434 960236, website pavilionbarbistro.co.uk
April 17th—19th


Durham CAMRA Pub of the Year 2013, runner-up 2014 –2016

Tales of the Unexpected
Then and Now
You should all recognise the
“now” part of this, as it’s the
home of the Durham Beer Festival, on New Elvet. However, the
“then” part is the Hare and
Hounds before it was demolished
in the early sixties to allow
Dunelm House to be built.
Apparently, during the demolition, it
was discovered that there was an exposed coal seam in the cellar, and for a
while cars were seen leaving the vicinity
with their suspension severely tested as
folks made the most of the discovery of
black gold. Now there’s a story to throw
into the conversation down the pub.

Mike Donne, a new member
of CAMRA, is the Chairman
of the County Durham Branch of SSAFA, the Armed Forces Charity. As the oldest
military charity, being established in 1885, it is not a high profile military organisation - its volunteers just go quietly about the business of assisting those exservice personnel and their families who find themselves in need.
To help raise the profile Mike and his executive team have been in discussions
with Phil Whitfield of the Black Paw Brewery in Bishop Auckland to have a SSAFA Label on one of their bottled beers and a possible pump clip for one of the
barrelled beers. Phil is ex-Royal Navy so there has been a forces connection established. Progress is being made with Black Paw’s graphic designer and it is
hoped that the SSAFA label will make its appearance in June.

Grand Summer Quiz
1. What is the name of the family that Paddington Bear

lived with?
2. What sort of fish is used to make kippers?
3. What is the name of the fault that runs through California for about six hundred miles?
4. What was the name of the Greenpeace ship sunk in New
Zealand in 1985?
5. What was the first solo number one hit in Britain by Diana Ross?
6. What is the common name for ascorbic acid?
7. How many players are there in a baseball team?
8. What was the name of
the 1957 war film, based
on the life of Douglas
Bader?
9. Which monarch
opened the High Level
Bridge between
Gateshead and Newcastle?
10.What is the name of the
public gallery in the
Houses of Parliament?
Answers inside back page

Changes have been
afoot at Sonnet 43 of
Coxhoe. As we know, their name
was inspired by acclaimed writer Elizabeth Barret Browning, and now they
have rebranded their award-winning
beers in tribute to the poet, who was
born nearby.

The new literary-themed range, which includes The Raven Bourbon Milk Stout, Abolition Amber Ale, Impressment American Pale Ale, Aurora Pale Ale and Seraphim Blonde Beer, is already in production and is available from all Sonnet 43’s regular outlets.
The Raven Bourbon Milk Stout (4.3% ABV), combining oats and a multitude of malts for a
sumptuous base, has been named in homage to the dark and captivating work of Edgar Allan
Poe. He is thought to have been a fan of Barret Browning’s work, and borrowed the meter
from her poem Lady Geraldine’s Courtship as a basis for The Raven, with its title character possessing the same jet black colouring as its new, namesake stout.

Abolition Amber Ale (3.8% ABV), formerly Steam Beer Amber Ale, is a direct tribute to Elizabeth Barret Browning’s opposition to slavery and the poems she published in support of the
abolition cause.
American Pale Ale, which utilises six bold, American whole-leaf hops for an intense tropical
and citrus flavour, has been renamed Impressment American Pale Ale (5.4% ABV). This dates
back to Barret Browning’s first known poem, On The Cruelty of Forcement to Man, which was
based on the practice of taking men into the navy by force during the American War of Independence, known as impressment.
Elizabeth’s lengthy, and somewhat autobiographical poem, Aurora Leigh, is now lending part
of its name to Aurora Pale Ale, formerly India Pale (4.4% ABV), which uses copious amount of
hops from around the world for an earthy, fresh taste.
Her first collection of poems, published under the title Seraphim in 1838, inspires the revamped Blonde Beer (4.1% ABV), which has a light and balanced flavour to reflect is new name,
translating as a “celestial being, denoted by light”.
“A lot has changed since Sonnet 43 launched in 2012,” said founder Mark Hird. “Now, with an
established reputation and some awards under our belt, it felt like the right time to make a few
tweaks and really show how much we’ve progressed as a brewer. While we have made a number of subtle enhancements to the beers themselves, the big difference now is in the overall
branding, which we hope will help Sonnet 43 stand out even further from the crowd.”
Try the beers at the Lambton Worm, Chester le Street, the Toronto Lodge, near Bishop Auckland, the Italian Farmhouse at Rainton, and the Clarence Villa at Coxhoe.











Good news—new outlets, re-openings, more beers….
 The Toronto Lodge has reopened after being closed
for a number of years. Sonnet 43 are behind the venture, and all of their ales are on
offer, plus a guest.
 A third handpump has been installed at
the Green Tree in Bishop Auckland—if you serve it, they will come
The Bridge at Ramshaw has reopened as Big Joe’s Steakhouse and Bar
at the Bridge—no news of any real ale at the moment.
The former Bridge in Spennymoor has reopened after an impressive
refurbishment as the Brewers Arms, and offers three real ales.
The Station in Tow Law, previously a private house, has opened and is offering one real
ale.
The Kingslodge Hotel in Flass Vale, Durham, has reopened as the Kingslodge Inn, and
have already gone from one to two real ales.. They hope to add a third pump soon.
The Chester Moor has reopened after a brief closure, under new management, and with
one handpump.
The Earl Derby at Stanley Crook has reopened. No news of real ale yet, but watch this
space for details—or let us know if you visit and find some.
 The Three Horse Shoes, Running Waters, closed for refurbishment and should be
open by the time you read this - under the management of the same folks who run the
Old Mill at Metal Bridge.

Bad news—no more real ale
 No more real ale at the King’s, Crook.
 No more beer from the Fat Brewer, which has
ceased production.

Ugly news—closures
 The Thinford Inn has been closed
for a while, but it’s now no more than a
pile of rubble
 The Plough at Burnopfield has
closed, but is due to be refurbished,
with Sonnet 43 thought to be behind the
changes.
Please let us know if you find any changes—we’ve almost certainly missed a few!

ACV News Bulletin
BOOZE at TEN

Congratulations are due to two of our pubs which
appear in the 2016 Good Beer Guide as they become the first in Durham CAMRA branch’s area to
be listed by the County Council as Assets Of Community Value.
The Square and Compass at West Cornforth and the
Cross Keys at Esh have been awarded these accolades after nominations provided by their respective
local customers, supported by CAMRA, recognising
the roles they play in serving and promoting the social wellbeing of the local community over and above
their standings as great pubs serving good beer.

Having ACV status means
that the owner of the pub
building, usually a pubco,
needs to have the correct
planning permission in place
before a change can be
made to the use of the
building.
Currently, any pub without ACV status can be changed to a shop, private accommodation, or—in the famous case of the Carlton Tavern in Maida Vale, London,
last April—demolished without the landlord’s knowledge. In that famous case,
the owners were ordered to rebuild it brick by brick, within 18 months.
We will provide more information in the next Durham Drinker on these, and progress on any other applications. In the meantime we would like to see more of
our community pubs listed in this way. Please get in touch with the pubs officer if
as a licensee, or a customer, you would like to see your pub listed. See page 21
for details of a local “workshop” on the subject.

Don’t forget to score your pint!
Get the app on you mobile, or visit https://whatpub.com/ log in
with your membership number and password, and away you go!

Congratulations to
the Head of Steam in
Reform Place, Durham, who have
recently been voted the best pub
in the county in a competition
run by the Pub and Bar magazine.
They now go forward to compete
with 93 other pubs from up and
down the country to find 12 regional winners for the national
final. Oh, and there’s now a 20p
per pint discount for CAMRA
members.

Saving your local pub
That’s the title of the event CAMRA Durham will be attending on July 23rd at
the Bridge Hotel in Newcastle. As mentioned on page 18, it’s about what we
can do to protect our wonderful pubs from closure. Across the North East, an
average of four pubs a week are closing, despite Durham CAMRA reporting several openings and re-openings, so something needs to be done. It is now, more
than ever before, important that local branches protect and promote the pubs
in their areas.
The workshop will cover ways to lead effective campaigns to save pubs from
redevelopment, and provide the opportunity to hear stories from people who
have successfully campaigned to save their local. How did they do this? There
are various steps that need to be taken, namely:
1 Gaining support to fight your campaign. We’ll cover how to get a support
group together, and how to contact your Local MP and Local Councillors, and
how to engage the media in your campaign
2. Listing your local as an ‘Asset of Community Value’
3. Navigating the planning system
4. Community Owned Pub Ownership
5. Working with your local authority: What they should be doing for you – and
how to effectively work with them.
See the next Durham Drinker for a report on what happened at the Bridge

Pubs for Sale
As pub chains go, JD Wetherspoon has been one of the most successful ever,
and currently has well over 900 pubs bearing its name. However, the company
has recently been selling off some establishments, and this has now spread to
the North East. None of the nine Wetherspoon pubs in CAMRA Durham’s area
are affected, although just over the border, the Lambton Worm in Sunderland
and the Union Rooms in Newcastle are rumoured to be up for sale.
So we still have the Company Row in Consett, the Hat and Feathers in Seaham,
the Five Quarter in Peterlee, the Waterhouse and the Bishops’ Mill in Durham,
the Wicket Gate in Chester le Street, the Horse Shoe in Crook, the Grand Electric Hall in Spennymoor, and the Stanley Jefferson in Bishop Auckland.

The Woodman Inn – What A Year!
Many local residents of Durham know or have heard of a little pub sitting on the outskirts of
the City called The Woodman Inn. For a pub that is over a 100 years old, it has seen many faces and served many pints over those years! However, with the downfall of many traditional
pubs and seeing many short term licensees passing through its doors over recent years, The
Woodman Inn was almost certainly destined to close its doors for good and be re-developed
into student accommodation like so many of its neighbouring drinking spots in Durham of recent years.
That is until the current licensees and business owners, Sean & Jane Quilty (AKA Mr & Mrs
Q) came and took over the premises in May 2015, and over the past year have breathed a fresh
new life and atmosphere into what once was an old and tired ‘boozer’ that locals walked past
and many visitors wouldn’t even take a look at.
On asking what brought them to this particular pub in Durham, Sean, originally from Nottingham, said “I was born and brought up in the pub industry and after leaving school spent many
years managing pubs and hotels all over the country, I left the industry in my late 20’s to try
new pastures and have done many different things since those days. However, there was always
an itching thought about returning to the hospitality trade, but it had to be the right place. My
wife Jane also has had experience behind a bar and after the birth of our daughter, we decided
to look for an opportunity where we could run and develop our own business, and lay some
firm roots for us and our family in the Durham area. When the opportunity of The Woodman
Inn came, we could see it needed a lot of hard work and dedication, but it had the potential to
become a thriving community and traditional pub..”
Jane said “It’s been difficult managing a young family, alongside a pub and the dedication that
it requires, but we have put our heart and soul into turning the pub around and have invested
everything into trying to make it a success. It’s great to see our customer base building, while
the reviews on facebook and trip advisor are testament to our hard work and dedication.
With the support of Admiral Taverns, the pub has been transformed. Sean & Jane took a fiveyear lease on the premises and over £45k has been spent on refurbishing the pub with a facelift
to the front, a food offer, a refurbished ‘lounge’ and the jewel in its crown – a fully redeveloped
beer garden. Sean said “We knew that there was a shortage of pubs in the City with a beer garden, and we believe this is where we can capture a little more of the City’s trade, giving them a
quality outside experience. We were delighted to be offered the chance of bringing the Bulmers
Cider Garden branding to Durham City and on top of the work we have already done, this was
indeed ‘the cream on top’. It has many of our customers speechless on seeing it for the first
time”
Mr & Mrs Q have evolving plans for the outsides area and are soon to install an outside TV for
the fantastic ‘Summer of Sports’ that is coming this year, with the Euros, Olympics, Wimbledon etc. They are also looking to place some small toddlers’ play equipment at the rear of the
garden, a place where young families can go to relax. They are planning to hold entertainment
evenings and BBQ steak nights for something a little different.
The bar menu offers some delightful light bite food including burgers, hot and cold sandwiches, huge bowls of saucy nachos and even build your own pizzas. There is a special meal &
drink deal every day of the week as well as other options such as ‘afternoon tea’ which are very
popular right now. “If customers book in advance, we can offer a delightful afternoon tea
served with a hot drink or for the more discerning, a small bottle of Prosseco. Imagine sitting in
the sunshine in a beautiful garden with a flute in hand.” Mrs Q has plans to host a Golden
Years social afternoon on a Thursday, with afternoon tea and chat, traditional board games,
music from the 40’s, 50’s & 60’s and maybe even a little dancing if the music takes them…
Guests must book at least 24 hours in advance for this offer.

Sean is an active supporter of Durham CAMRA and loves to welcome new guest ales to the
pub. “Going back years, real ales were viewed as a bit of a fad – but CAMRA and beer drinkers in general have pushed these products very much into the forefront of Customer choice and
it is wonderful to see so much variety available. I like to do a little research on the products
and place this with the pumps, so people can see a little of the diversity in beers and I try and
get a good range across the board, including some local brews when I can. Many years ago,
The Woodman Inn used to have beer festivals and we are reviving that again this year. On the
weekend of July 15th, with the support of Durham CAMRA we are getting an additional 12
hand-pulls—some in the garden.”
Tickets for the full event will be available from the pub soon. A daily ticket is £10 which gives
you three pints of real ale and an exclusive Durham CAMRA pint glass (which can be returned to receive £1 back). CAMRA members who show their card when they buy their tickets
will get an extra voucher for a free half pint. Alternately, there’s a full weekend ticket for £25
– giving three pints each day, plus an extra pint voucher free, making it equal value to £2.50 a
pint! Light entertainment is planned. More information will appear on The Woodman Inn social media pages and around the pub.
Mr Q has spent many years in entertainment, as a DJ, a karaoke host and as a semi professional singer – some of them years on the North East club circuit. He said “one of the wonderful
things that I love about the pub, is to be able to offer quality entertainment, most especially our
Saturday night Karaoke that is getting more and more popular every week. As I do it myself,
we are able to run seasonal competitions with prizes and even weekly, every singer gets a free
shot after each song as well!”
Last year, they managed to secure sponsorship from Carling to host a Super prize draw Karaoke competition, where the winner walked away with a full-on recording session and made their
own professional CD. “This year, we are being sponsored by the ‘Fosters’ brand and we shall
be launching a similar type of competition over the next couple of months or so”.
Using some of his contacts from the club circuit, the pub plays host to some of the most talented vocal entertainers in the North East on a Friday night, Mr Q said “this is something we have
started recently and are hoping that we can offer an alternative entertainment to other venues
whom have live entertainment such as bands etc. It would be great to see people come and
enjoy these fantastic singers, take in the atmosphere and maybe even have a little dance too!”
“We have been asked many times if people can hold their celebrations, and we welcome these
parties as again it helps the pub be part of the local community. Mrs Q can put on a delicious
buffet at a very reasonable cost and we can hold events such as work parties or meetings,
birthdays, christenings, anniversaries, retirements and even small wedding parties can be catered for, with the ‘new’ garden being a major attraction, guests can enjoy BBQ events etc.”
Although The Woodman Inn is not a ‘Sports’ pub, it does offer BT Sports 1 for some of the
Premiership games and of course any terrestrial offerings via ITV or the BBC. “
Keeping up with everything that is happening at the pub is easy – you can follow them through
social media sites including Facebook & Twitter. They post regular updates on their offers,
entertainment, guest ale offerings and all that is going on in the pub.
It’s always nice to see a pub being returned to its former glories—and get a garden! CAMRA
Durham wishes Mr & Mrs Q the very best, and hope they will take the pub onwards and upwards.

Hey there CAMRA members!
There are some lovely pubs out there who like CAMRA so much that the offer a discount to
card-carrying members. Here are those we know of…...
 Bishop Langley, Durham: 50p off a pint of real ale and 10% off food for CAMRA members.
There is also a loyalty card scheme.
 Clarence Villa, Coxhoe: 20p off a pint of Sonnet 43 beer for CAMRA members.
 Court Inn, Durham: 30p off a pint of real ale for CAMRA members.
 Duke of Wellington, Durham: 20p off a pint of cask ale for CAMRA members.
 Hare and Hounds, Westgate: First two pints of Weard’ALE beer half price with an evening
meal or Sunday carvery. Table must be booked in advance.
 Lambton Worm, Chester le Street: 20p off a pint of Sonnet 43 beer for CAMRA members.
 Market Tavern, Durham: 10% off real ale for CAMRA members.
 Pelaw Grange Greyhound Stadium: Free entry to race meetings for CAMRA members.
 The Library, Durham: 10% off real ale for CAMRA members.
 Red Lion, North Bitchburn: 10p off a pint, 5p off a half on production of CAMRA card.
 Woodman, Gilesgate, Durham: 20p off per pint on production of CAMRA card.
 Durham Brewery: 10% discount for CAMRA members in their shop.
 Green Tree, Bishop Auckland: 10p off a pint, 5p off a half on production of CAMRA card
 Chilton Country Club now offers CAMRA discount on food
 Head of Steam, Durham. 20p a pint discount for CAMRA members

Little Victories

£23,000

In parts of County Durham, there is a thing
called Sunday Club. Since the advent of all-day
opening, the old tradition of a couple of pints
before Sunday dinner has evolved into a midafternoon to early evening end to the weekend.
I happily take part in this, even though my
table-mates were strictly John Smiths Smooth
types. We exchanged good-natured banter
about our respective tastes in beer, and then
something wonderful happened. The Bay
Horse in Bishop Auckland started serving the
cask version, so I persuaded them to give it a
try.
They liked it! They stayed with it! Sundays are
now so much easier!
After many years of campaigning , cajoling,
and explaining the virtues of Real Beer, I count
this as the biggest of my little victories, proving that even the staunchest of kegmen can
enjoy cask ale—if they just give it a try.
Paul Dobson

Way out Far East
We travel to world looking for real ale, just to save you time.. So if you’re going to Hong Kong, or
just like finding out about beer in exotic places, read on….

CAMRA Durham secretary and Beer Hunter extraordinaire John Collinson recently took part in the Rugby and Real Ale Tour of Hong Kong with
Durham City Rugby Club (sponsored by Clems fish and chips).
To celebrate a winning tour, John was able to head off-piste
(that’s a rugby term for running off for a sneaky non-rugby activity, usually involving beer) and discover the island’s contribution to real ale.
The premier 22 barrel Hong Kong Beer Company provided a
wet welcome from Lynette and the brewers, who produce a
fine range and use 20 litre casks. Beers include several aromatic Session IPAs (each brewed with different varieties of
hops), an Extra Special Bitter, the decadent Devil's Peak Black
IPA and Rickshaw Ride, a hoppy Red Ale. They supply several
local pubs such as the Globe where John later tracked down a pint of HK Beer Co.
Red Crooked Island (4.9%). Then he went on to the Roundhouse where the same
was downed, along with Young Masters ‘Summer of 1842’, a (5.5%) IPA which
was a little murky, though clear tasting notes were freely accessible on I-Pads for
customers. That’s beer and technology for you, and further proof that there’s
good beer almost everywhere if you’re prepared to look for it—or allow CAMRA
Durham to do the looking for you, and let you know what you can find and
where.
Well done, John, your work is appreciated.

The Welcome, Bishop Auckland, affectionately known as The Welly,
didn't even serve real ale late in 2014. That was before landlord Dave Scott succumbed to requests from some locals to give it a try, and he hasn’t looked back.
Since installing the handpumps, sixty different ales from all over the country, but
often from the Yard of Ale at Ferryhill station, have featured, and many locals
have converted to the real thing. Another example of one of CAMRA Durham’s
favourite sayings being borne out—if you serve it, they will come.

2016 Pub of the Year

Tanfield Lea club’s Kay Drummond
is presented with the Club of the
Year certificate by Durham CAMRA
chairman Peter Lawson

Susie Mansfield of the Station House presents
James Wilson with his POTY competition
prize—and all he did was vote!
Lynda Ere of Chester le Street
Cricket Club, Club of the Year
runner-up

Cider Town Pub of the Year, the
John Duck—with Shannon
Patterson and Nicola Webb

Sarah-Jane Stobbs of the
Black Lion, Wolsingham,
receives the Country Cider
Pub of the year award for the
third consecutive time.

Paul Dobson of Durham CAMRA hands over
the Pub of the Season (spring) certificate to
Lesley of the Grey Horse, Consett
Lesley of Town
Pub runner up
the Tap &
Spile, with
CAMRA’s
Peter Lawson
and Bruce
McDougal

Stacey and Andy of Ye Old Elm
Tree, Town Pub of the Year

Ben of the Head of Steam receives
the Cider Town runner –up award

Nicola and Nic of Country Pub of
the Year, the Dun Cow at Seaton

Country Pub runner-up, the Surtees

The Black Bull, Frosterley,
runner up Country Cider
Pub of the Year

A Landlord writes….
Hello everyone in Beer Land!
You may have read recently about CAMRA's decision to re-vitalise the way it
pitches its campaigns. You could say it's been needed for some time, as CAMI mention this because I was recently talking to a brewer of craft keg beers

(define "craft" as you will). He mentioned craft keg doesn't fall within
CAMRA's campaign boundaries. His passion for brewing and serving his beers
was certainly evident, as all brewers should take pride in what they do, after
all.
A lot of traditional cask brewers also produce craft keg, and Yard of Ale has
certainly considered it.

Is CAMRA missing a trick by not supporting craft keg? A younger drinker is
now experiencing craft keg, some of which meets the definition of Real Ale,
but not associating it with CAMRA campaigns - and the youth is the future.
Personally, I enjoy the boldness of some of the craft kegs and the bottled versions. Okay, the big hopped versions may not suit everyone, but it shows a
belief that boundaries should be pushed - in effect, if you don't evolve, you
risk extinction.
Discuss!

The Surtees Arms & Yard of Ale Brew Co. Ltd.
Durham CAMRA Country Pub of the Year 2015
Durham CAMRA Country Pub of the Year runner -up 2014 & 2016
Durham CAMRA Pub of the Year runner-up 2012 & 2013
North East CAMRA Pub of the Year 2010
Durham CAMRA Pub of the Year 2010 & 2011
Chilton Lane, Ferryhill Station DL17 0DH
01740 655724 07540 733513

The Black Horse Inn
A popular village pub built in the early 1800’s
as a coaching inn, this welcoming family run
free house pub is situated on the A690 at the
edge of Willington, locally referred to as the
“Gateway to Weardale”. The large open plan
bar has three constantly changing real ales
which is sourced both nationally and from local micro-breweries.
This community pub is also a proud sponsor of the Willington Ladies
football club.

Low Willington

Barca bound
Following on from our piece on John Collinson’s mission on p26, Janice Young, wife of Technical
guru Nick, tells a tale of more beer discovery on your behalf…..
On the first day of our holiday in Spain we discovered the Barcelona Beer Festival. We discovered it again two days later! Believe it or not, Nick had to be dragged in because he didn't want
to spoil our holiday as I'm teetotal.
This three day Beer Festival from March 4-6th was held in the Maritime Museum - a beautiful
venue for this "beacon for beer lovers all over the world."
The festival paid homage to Steve Huxley who was instrumental in the development of the BBF.
The tokens were embossed with his image and his huge picture and biography were on the wall
and in the Festival brochure.
So what does this Beer Festival have that Durham CAMRA's doesn't?
For a start the brochure is printed in three languages- Catalan, Spanish and English, and the festival is so large, with 339 beers, that a map is provided. Presenting your glass got you entry on
each of the three days, and tokens could be bought from machines - but there was no refund on
unused ones. Each server dealt with one beer only, and there were a group of volunteers known
as Beer Informers who were eager to tell us how the Festival worked and to recommend beers
according to our preferences.
The beer was served from a font from key keg and by hand pull from casks. A huge board filled
the wall above the drinkers’ heads, and a cheer rang out when two young men in smart shirts
and braces patrolled along a gantry, as if they were in the Stock Exchange, crossing out beers
which were finished and adding others.
Food stalls sold a wide range of food - cheese platters, meat or vegetable dumplings, but no
burger and chips! The choice of beers was truly international, with many from Canada and the
USA as well as a good selection from the regions of Spain and the rest of Europe. Manchester
was well represented in Cask Corner with products from 6 breweries.
A 500 litre tank of Pilsner Urquell was brought over from the Czech Republic. Apparently it has
only 3 weeks of useful life once it gets out of the brewery as it has no pasteurisation. There was
no danger of it lasting even the three days of the festival. What you could not get here was a soft
drink. So this at least is one area where Durham Beer Festival wins hands down.
If we had known about the festival in advance we would have sported our Durham CAMRA shirts
and promoted our branch to the several CAMRA members who had turned up from other parts
of the UK. Perhaps next time. Barcelona in the spring is an ideal holiday destination so if you can
find out the date of the 2017 Festival put it in your diary- then let me know.

Quality Sunday Carvery
Reserving a table is recommended
Established over 10 years
3 meats, 9 vegetables, and occasional pie
When possible we use our own home-grown
vegetables

Most eggs supplied by our feathered pets

Assisted Festivals
As you’ll have gathered from our diary dates section, there are a fair few beer festivals about,
and CAMRA Durham get asked to help out. Thankfully, Nick Young and his small but perfectly
formed (honest, they are) band of technical experts are on hand to provide equipment and
labour. Here’s where you’ll find Durham CAMRA assisting in the future….
 Tanfield Lea Club, June 16th-18th
 Chester le Street Masonic Hall, June 24th-26th
 Ceddesfield Hall, Sedgefield, July 1st & 2nd
 The Woodman Inn, Gilesgate, Durham, July 15th
 Beamish Hall, September 8th-11th
We’re always looking for help, so if you fancy learning about how beer gets from cask to
glass, please contact Nick via publications@camradurham.org

Regional goings-on
It’s not just Durham CAMRA who have Pub of the Year competitions. Here’s a
brief run-down of how other local branches voted.
TYNESIDE & NORTHUMBERLAND
Tyneside pub of the year: Fitzgeralds, Newcastle North Northumberland
pub of the year (and overall Northumberland winner): Curfew, BerwickSouth East Northumberland pub of the year: The Office, Morpeth South
West Northumberland pub of the year: The Boathouse, Wylam Tyneside
cider pub: The Free Trade Inn, Newcastle South West Northumberland cider
pub (and overall Northumberland winner): The Tannery, Hexham South East
Northumberland cider pub: The Office, Morpeth North Northumberland cider pub: The John Bull, Alnwick Tyneside club: Newcastle Cricket club Northumberland club: Haltwhistle Comrades Club

SUNDERLAND & SOUTH TYNESIDE
Pub of the year: The Steamboat, South Shields. Runner-up: The Alum Ale
House, South Shields
Club of the year: Ashbrook e Sports Club, Sunderland. Runner-up: Mid Boldon Club, Boldon

The Answers bit…….
Grand Summer Quiz
1. Brown, 2. Herring, 3. San Andreas Fault, 4. Rainbow Warrior, 5. I’m Still Waiting, 6. Vitamin C, 7. Nine, 8. Reach For The
Sky, 9. Victoria, 10. Strangers Gallery

Picture Quiz
1. The Court Inn, Durham, 2. The King’s Head, Bishop Auckland,
3. The Moorings, Hett Hills near Chester-le-Street, 4. The
Sun Inn, Beamish, 5. The Pollards Inn, Bishop Auckland, 6.
The Thinford Inn,
7. The Stanley Jefferson, Bishop Auckland,
8. The Pavilion, Bishop Auckland,
9. The Old Mill, Knitsley

..and runnerup 2014!

..2014, 2015,
& 2016

