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Hello and welcome to issue 120,
our first of 2016. Firstly, I’d like to make
an apology to the Oak Tree at Tantobie,
as we stated in an article in DD119 that
the pub wasn’t open. We’re happy to
correct this mistake, as the Oak Tree is
most definitely open, and under new
management. They’ve introduced a new
menu (I’m told the Sunday dinners are
canny) and offer real cider to go with the food, so good luck for the future to
landlady Angela and the team there.
It is with great sadness that I have to report the recent passing of Roger Carr,
one of the original Durham CAMRA people, at the age of 76. Roger was an active member for many years, and held numerous posts in Durham CAMRA, including branch chairman and editor of the early Durham Drinker. He was well
known for his knowledge of beer and pubs, his lasting passion on the subject,
and was active in campaigning until ill-health restricted his activities in recent
years. We’ll raise a glass of his favourite tipple, Abbot Ale, in his memory.
We’ve also had the votes counted for Durham CAMRA’s Pub of the Year some old favourites have re-appeared and some new venues have popped up
as the general membership voted for their favourites. See page 22 for details.
Thanks to the generosity of Bishop Auckland’s Black Paw Brewery and
Durham’s Station House pub, we had some prizes for those who voted. Names
were drawn out of a carrier-bag (in the absence of a hat) and John Godfrey
found himself the proud owner of a box of Black Paw ales, while James Wilson
received beer from the Station House.
It’s spring, the pubs are open, so get out there and try some real ale—and tell
us what you think.

Paul Dobson
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for your diary….

Tuesday March 8th, 7:30,
branch meeting, Stanley Jefferson, Bishop Auckland
March 11th-27th JD Wetherspoon Beer Festival, various
pubs across Durham
Tuesday March 22nd, Tuesday
Tipple, Lambton Worm, Wheatsheaf, Barley Mow
Thursday March 24th—Monday
28th. 2nd Bonny Moor Hen
(Stanhope) music and beer festival. 18 Ales
Thursday, March 24th—Sunday
27th, Surtees Arms, Ferryhill
Station, beer festival
Saturday March 26th—bus trip
around the North West of the
county.
April 6th-9th Newcastle Beer
Festival, Northumbria Uni
Tuesday April 12th, 7:30, AGM,
Ship, Middlestone Village
Tuesday April 26th, Tuesday
Tipple, Grey Horse, Consett
Tuesday May 10th, branch
meeting, Horse Shoe, Crook
May 27th-29th Scotch Arms,
Blackhill, Cider Festival
Tuesday June 14th, 7:30, branch
meeting, Stonebridge, near
Durham
June 15th-16th Tanfield Club
Beer Festival
July 1st-2nd Ceddesfield Hall
Beer Festival, Sedgefield

The Half Moon Inn







A Traditional British Pub in the
Heart of Durham City
A choice of Cask Marque approved real ales, including Bass,
Durham Brewery’s White Gold,
and Timothy Taylor’s Landlord
Sky Sports, Racing UK, & At The
Races for all live sporting events
Fantastic outside drinking area
leading down to the river Wear,
with two TVs

Overall winner
Durham’s Best Bar
None award 2015
Like our Facebook page to see our
weekly guest ales & sporting events
Why not sign up to our webpage for more info
on offers?

The Half Moon Inn
New Elvet, Durham City, DH1 3AQ
Tel: 01913741918
www.thehalfmooninndurham.co.uk

It's a family affair….
Durham CAMRA’s membership secretary Jackie Budd had more reasons
than most to pop along to the
Sedgefield Winter Beer Festival in
February, as her brother Chris and
his wife Clair (pictured) had helped
organise the event. Several other
Durham CAMRA folks were also in
attendance, helping the festival raise
money for Sedgefield Harriers
athletic club.

Blast from the past….
While looking through
some old photographs, we
came across this one of
Chaytor and Mary Sampson
with their Pub of the
Month award back in 1988
at the Newton Cap, Bishop
Auckland—now a day
nursery.

The Station House, Durham’s first micro-pub, opened its doors in
December, and to say that has proved popular is a bit of an understatement. In early February, they tapped their 100th cask, and have already
offered almost seventy different ales. On February 10th, Chris and Susie
hosted Tyneside Newcastle CAMRA’s Wednesday Wander (a bit like
Durham CAMRA’s Tuesday Tipple, except it’s on a Wednesday) so CAMRA
Durham joined them. Nothing fancy, just an evening of chat, mostly about
beer, beer festivals, and pubs (as you’d expect), putting the world to rights,
and enjoying the rocking chairs.
Beer? Phoenix Hopsack, Blue Bee Ginger Pale, and Bad Co. Comfortably
Numb...to name but a few. It’s what pubs are there for.

The Scotch Arms
Blackhill
Cider and Sausage Festival
Friday May 27th from 7pm
Saturday May 28th from 12 noon
Sunday May 29th from 12 noon
Local sausages with unique recipes, and cider from all over the
country. Four real ales always available
Live music from The Palaminos at 9pm Saturday, and Squeaker
at 4pm on Sunday
Free entry, half pint tokens £1.50
The Scotch Arms
01207 539709

48 Derwent Street, Blackhill, Consett DH8 8LZ
Find us on Facebook

The New Inn

Winners! The Durham Beer Festival
was voted the SPBW (Society for the
Preservation of Beer from the Wood)
North East Festival of the Year, 2015

29 Church Street

Durham





Consett Ale Works flying the flag for
Durham at the National Brewery Centre at
Burton on Trent.
Spotted by Durham CAMRA’s John Collinson on a
recent trip.

 Three

regularly changing cask ales
 Food from noon-8pm daily
 Large beer garden
 Favourite with Town and Gown!

Blackhill Brewer wins beer tasting expert!
Chris Graham, of the Blackhill Brewery near Stanley, was delighted to win a
prize draw with his brewing supplier, Brewers Select, for a tutored tasting for
his range of beers with an invited audience of beer fans and friends
His prize was a beer and food matching evening. Annabel Smith, one of the first
women in the UK to qualify as a Beer Sommelier, worked with Chris to select a
range of Blackhill Brewery beers for the tasting, and Annabel then matched
different foods to each one.
With beer samples being poured into wine glasses and labelled tasting mats for
notes, Annabel began with a bit of background on the history of beer and how
it is brewed. She then talked about different styles of beer and how they worked
well in complementing the food she had
selected.
The tasting included Thai Crab Cakes
matched with Tilley Pale Ale 3.9% abv;
Chicken Satay matched with 70 Fathom
Blonde Ale 4.0% abv; a vintage Cheddar
matched with Victoria Amber Ale 4.2% abv Ken Steer-Jones, Chris Graham, Annabel Smith,
and even a Chocolate Brownie matched
and David Hughes ask “food to match, please!”
with Hartley Stone Winter Ale 4.1% abv.
Annabel explained: “A beer sommelier has a slightly different role to that of a
wine sommelier. We are trained to advise what beer would suit a drinker’s palate, and which food would go best with that beer; but more importantly the
role is to get consumers to rethink beer as a drink of choice; to get them to understand that that there is an unprecedented variety of styles and flavour, and
that you can find a beer to suit everyone.”
Ken Steer-Jones, Sales Manager for Brewers Select, was surprised that there
was so much to learn about beer and food and recommended that anyone who
was interested in beer should try the different taste combinations.
Chris Graham meanwhile was thrilled with his evening, saying: “When I won
the prize with Brewers Select I really didn’t know what to expect, but it has
been a real eye-opener and was thoroughly enjoyed by all of our guests. Even
as a brewer I learned a lot more about beer, and it was lovely to sit and properly taste our beers like a customer for a change!”

Blackhill brewery 01207 230632
Brewers Select 07917 757860
Annabel Smith, beer sommelier 07920 058500

The Victoria Inn
Free House
86 Hallgarth Street, Durham, DH13AS
tel. 0191 3865266 fax 0191 3860465










Bed & Breakfast accommodation
All rooms en-suite
Friendly, atmospheric bar
Private car parking
Five cask ales, including guests
English Heritage Grade 2 Listed
Durham’s only CAMRA national inventory listed pub
Whiskey and Whisky galore!
CAMRA Durham’s Pub of the Year 2003, 2005, 2007,
2009, & 2012. Town Pub of the Year 2014, Runner-up
2015

Brewery News – Yard of Ale
Down at the Surtees in Ferryhill Station, Mr Hogg and company spent the
Christmas period refurbishing the brewery area. Phase 1 (of
several phases) involved fitting new hygienic sheeting to the brew area walls
and renewing fixtures and fittings (big thanks to Ken F and
Michael T, apparently).
Early January marked their 700th brew - it seems like yesterday when they started, but it was almost eight years
ago.

To the brews: Yard of Ale launched two new beers in
January. Northern Light (4.2% golden ale with biscuit malt
and spicy hop flavour from extra Mittlefruh hops) and NorthSTAR (4.2% amber/red ale with a touch of Vienna and
Roast malt for a fruity malt, bitter finish)
have both featured at the Welcome in
Bishop Auckland (and therefore I can personally vouch for their suppability – ed.
And yes, suppability is a word, because I
invented it).

40 up!
As reported in DD 119, Michael
Webster has recently passed
the forty year mark at the Victoria, Durham. CAMRA
Durham chairman presents the
appropriate certificate

Coffee Bar, Bistro, and Sun Terrace
Cask Ale & cider, craft lager, wine, prosecco!
 Music quiz on first Wednesday of the month
 Open from 9am daily, food served all day
 Large catered function room
 San Miguel & Birra Moretti on draught
 Afternoon teas from £8.95
 CAMRA discount
 Large spirit selection, cocktails & jugs
Call Chris on 01388 603371, 07434 960236, website pavilionbarbistro.co.uk
April 17th—19th


Durham CAMRA Pub of the Year 2013, runner-up 2014 –2016

DURHAM CAMRA and Nepal by Joe Davison
During the Easter of 2014 my son and I went trekking in
the Himalayas. We walked for 10 days to Annapurna base
camp at 4000+ metres with spectacular views of some of
the finest mountains in the world. We were guided on our
trip by Damodar Pyakurel, DP for short, who runs Dream
Path Treks and Expeditions from Kathmandu. DP was a
fabulous guide, always ready to help, offer advice, share
the load, and impart information about the areas we were
trekking through.
Machhapachhure (fishtail)
Annapurna at sunrise
Fast forward to August 2015, the annual Dur ham Beer
Festival.
As you can probably imagine there’s a lot of work behind the
scenes that goes into setting up and taking down the festival.
As we started to set up the festival, I unloaded one of the numerous boxes containing beer related paraphernalia. One particular box contained old volunteer shirts from previous festival,
some going back 5 or 6 years. There are always a few shirts left after fitting out the staff each
year, meaning that each year a few more are added to the box.
Fast forward again, this time just a few days, to the end of the festival as the truck was being
loaded to take all of the equipment back to the warehouse. This time I loaded the same box
containing the self same shirts back onto the wagon. “This is crazy” I thought “every year this
box gets hauled off the wagon full of old shirts and then a week later it gets put back onto the
wagon, still full of old shirts”
At a CAMRA meeting shortly after the beer festival I suggested sending all these surplus shirts
over to my friend DP who could distribute them to the people of his village, who had just suffered the horrendous earthquake. I’m sure you remember the news of many of the poorest people on earth being left with nothing but the clothes they stood in. And yet the Nepalese government had warehouses full of aid that they would not distribute because they wanted to tax all
incoming charitable donations. There was no point in sending the shirts via a charity, as they
would just be snarled up in the system.
So the shirts and other items were
sent direct to DP who distributed
them to the needy people of his
village- and so the Nepal branch
of Durham CAMRA was formed!
It’s nice to know that, in some
small way CAMRA Durham,
have helped things in Nepal.
Whether this leads to discounts
on production of your membership card remains to be seen.

Grand Spring Quiz
1. The majority of immigrants to the USA between 1820 and
1900 came from which two countries?
2. Calvados is a brandy made from which fruit?
3. Who is the statesman depicted on the equestrian statue in
the Market Place in Durham City?
4. The Millennium Star, The Centenary, The Red Cross and The
Incomparable are all examples of what?
5. At what other sport did cricketer WG Grace captain England?
6. Graham Nash was a member of which band before he joined
Crosby and Stills?
7. Belgium, France and Germany were three of the six original
countries that formed the EU, which were the other three?
8. What was the first book in English to be printed in
England?
9. In which seaside town was Fawlty Towers?
10. How high is the crossbar
in Rugby?
Answers on page 35
(inside back page)

Brewery News
Weard’Ale brewery, of the Hare
and Hounds, Westgate, have
upped the ABV of their renowned Dark Nights to 5.5%, a
move which has proved very popular. Chilled Nights has, naturally
enough, followed suit.
Colin also reports that Weard’Ale
Gold has established itself well.

Pub closures fall - but another beer tax cut needed, says CAMRA
Pub campaigners are welcoming a fall in the number of pub closures in the UK, but have
called on the government to cut beer tax to help reinforce the fragile recovery.
The figures published by CAMRA, compiled by independent research company CGA Strategy,
show that 27 pubs a week closed in the second half of 2015, compared to 29 a week in the
previous six months.
A report from the Centre of Economics and Business Research last year showed pubs and
drinkers would benefit from a cut in beer tax - conclusions supported by the improving figures.
It found that beer would have increased by 16p a pint, more than 1,000 additional pubs would
have closed, 750 million fewer pints would have been sold, and 26,000 jobs would have not
been created had the beer tax not been cut in 2014.
CAMRA is now calling on the government to continue and strengthen its support for pubs by
further cutting tax to help keep beer affordable and pubs open. More than 4,000 CAMRA
members have already lobbied their MPs to call for a reduction in beer duty, and the Campaign is urging as many people as possible to make their views known via camra.org.uk/
beertax2016
Particularly encouraging is news that closures of local community pubs have fallen, down from
26 closures a week to 20. Community locals are particularly vital to the overall wellbeing of
their users, as shown by CAMRA's recently released research into the benefits of pub going.
Tim Page, chief executive of CAMRA said: "The latest figures show that the work of campaigners across CAMRA, the wider pub and beer industry and the government is taking effect and
arresting the decline in the number of pubs being lost every week.
"However it's a fragile recovery which could very quickly be reversed if the government fails to
build on this positive development and misses the chance to support the British pub and beer
industry by reducing tax again. The report produced by CEBR for CAMRA at the start of 2015
showed how cutting beer tax would have a great economic benefit for the country and the reduction in closure numbers is further proof that the Chancellor's decision was a good one.
"It's pleasing to see that our campaigning to protect community pubs is having an effect, with
closure numbers reducing. Local pubs are vital to their communities and the wellbeing of their
users, as a recent report from Oxford University showed. As well as reducing tax the government can continue to support these pubs by strengthening national planning regulations and
supporting local groups seeking to list pubs as Assets of Community Value."
He should try submitting an ACV to Durham Council!










Good news—new outlets, re-openings….
 The Grand in Bishop Auckland now offers two local
beers, one light and one dark, currently
from Black Paw and Yard of Ale. Also real
cider and food.
 The Station House on Durham’s North
Road opened in December, with plenty of ales and several ciders
Durham Rowing Club now offers real ale
Chester le Street Masonic Club now offers real ale
The Colliery at High Job’s Hill, near Crook, has reopened after refurbishment as The Copper Mine, and offers three real ales
The Frog and Ferret at Spennymoor has reopened and offers five real ales
CAMRA discount now offered at the Red Lion, North Bitchburn—show your card and
save 10p a pint.
CAMRA discount now offered at the Woodman, Gilesgate, food available, and refurbishment complete
Three Horseshoes, Leamside, has completed the renovation of their restaurant
Chilton Country Club now offers CAMRA discount on food

Bad news—no more real ale
 Marquis of Granby, Framwellgate
 Old Fleece, Bishop Middleham
 Chelmsford, Ebchester

Ugly news—closures
 Monaco’s, Bishop Auckland (no real ale, but another one bites the dust)
 Snooker Club, Durham (no real ale, but another one bites the dust)
 Oldfield’s, Durham
The Market in Willington has
been closed a while, but is to
become Council Offices and a
community hub. Better that it’s
used for something than standing empty

Please let us know if you find any changes—we’ve almost certainly missed a few!

Durham Brewery News
Brewery tours are still really popular every
Saturday at 12.00pm...booking essential!
Don't forget they have a 10% discount for
CAMRA members in their shop in Bowburn.
They are also bringing some new beers out
soon, including a traditional Czech pilsner
for the summer

Hill Island Brewery News
Mini festivals will be held for St Patrick’s Weekend on March 19th, and
for Easter, on March 25th and 26th.
Opening hours are 2pm-10pm each
day.

Beer Festival Generosity
Thanks to the generosity of the customers at the
2015 Durham Beer Festival who contributed to the various fund-raising opportunities presented to them, CAMRA Durham has been able to make a donation to a worthy local charity.
Willow Burn Hospice, near Lanchester, is supported by Elddis Transport, who in turn have been generous in their support of CAMRA Durham in terms
of storage and transportation of equipment, and it
seemed fitting to present such a worthy local charity with a cheque for £500.
Willow Burn provide a range of Hospice services—for more details visit
www.willow-burn.co.uk

Brewery News
Just over the border in Houghton le
Spring, Maxim have produced bottled
versions of two more of their beers,
the well-known Swedish Blonde
(4.2%), and the more recent Simcoe
Kid (4.5%). Available from the brewery shop on Gadwall Road, Rainton
Bridge, Houghton le Spring.

Cathedral Wholesales









Open 7 days
No minimum order size
Delivery 8am-5pm 7 days
Installations—mobile bar for hire
Fast, friendly service
Beers, wines, spirits,
soft drinks
Our own Cathedral real
ales available: Blonde, Gold, & Ruby
Red

Unit 11b, Beechburn Industrial
Estate,
Crook, DL15 9JL
Call 01388 762483 or 07849 094387

Don’t forget to score your pint!

Just in case you missed the article on page 14, here’s is a lovely picture that
shows just where the UK sits in terms of beer taxation compared to the rest of
Europe.
Fancy helping to make a difference? Then why not pop along to
WWW.CAMRA.org.uk/beertax2016 and click on the relevant buttons to lobby
your MP to do something about it.

Meanwhile, over the border….
News reaches us from just over the CAMRA border in North Tyneside from
Cullercoats brewery, whose ales are a popular choice when on sale in County Durham. Apparently, there are some new old ales on the way—let them
take up the story and explain….
We are approaching spring with excitement - a newborn beer! In fact , there
will be a whole new series of beers. The Fortified Series harks back to an old
way of producing beer, which was popular in the 18th Century. A very strong
beer (a stock ale, typically 6-8%) was brewed first and allowed to mature for
several months and then used to blend with weaker, newly brewed beer. This
creates a mid-strength beer which benefits from the old ale flavours which
can only be achieved in a high gravity, warm fermentation, AND the fresh
hoppy aromas delivered by the newly brewed, weaker beer.
We have brewed a ‘stock ale’ ABV 7.3% which we have named Fortification,
and over the coming months we will be blending this with different beers to
produce a fortified version, for example Fortified Shuggy Boat Blonde, a new
beast, bursting with flavour. If you’re lucky you’ll be able to taste the fortified
beer alongside the regular beer AND Fortification itself – mummy, daddy, and
baby beer, as it were. Look out for this line up at a special Fortified Beer and
food evening on 21st April at Bierrex, Pilgrim Street, Newcastle.

Oh Hoppy Days
The production of hoppy beers - a current favourite with many drinkers
these days—is proving something of a challenge, as increased demand from
the increasing number of breweries investigating the use of new and different hops has partly contributed to the current world-wide hop shortage.
Hop supplier Charles Farham lists 138 different types of hop in their catalogue, from as far afield as California, New Zealand, Slovenia, France, and
Germany, as well as the UK, so there are plenty of varieties to chose from,
but there are lot of breweries out there doing the choosing. It’s all part of
the fun of being a brewer, I suppose.

1
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Picture Quiz
We’ve been out and about with our camera
again, and would like you to identify the
County Durham pubs in these photographs.
Answers, as ever, on page 35 (inside back
page)
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8

Pub of the Year 2016
The votes have been counted, and the results verified. The number of votes
was up by almost 50% on 2015’s competition, meaning that we’re getting the
opinion of a much bigger cross-section of CAMRA Durham’s members. So,
without further ado, and in no particular order, here are this year’s winners
and almost-winners:
Town Pub of the Year.
Winner: Ye Old Elm Tree, Durham. Retaining the title won in
2015, this pub has featured beer from the wood, revealed a
railway-based mural, and simply carried on being popular. Congratulations to Stacey and all behind the bar, who keep things
just right.
Runner-up: The Tap and Spile, Framwellgate Moor.
Again, retaining its position only just a few votes behind, with the ever-changing range of ales from all
over the country keeping drinkers satisfied. Congratulations to Lesley for keeping the ales coming.
Country Pub of the Year
Winner: The Dun Cow, Seaton Village. Out towards the eastern edge of CAMRA Durham’s area, this pub was a firm favourite in the past, and has forced its way back to the attention of beer fans by providing two light and two dark beers,
and being generally what a proper pub should be. A tworoomed gem not too far from the A19. Well done to John & Jean.
Runner-up: The Surtees Arms, Ferryhill Station. Last year’s winner, and a
previous regional winner, the Surtees continues to provide
all of the things a proper pub should, with the added advantage of the Yard of Ale brewery on the premises. Guest
ales also feature, as do regular beer festivals.
Congratulations Alan.
Town Cider Pub of the Year
Winner: The John Duck, Durham. Another pub to retain
the position it achieved in 2015, the John Duck offers ciders
from across the spectrum, and has the added benefit of a
good range of ales to back this up. Well done to all at the
Duck.

Runner-up: The Head of Steam, Durham. With interesting cider options to complement the three real
ales and wide range of bottles from around the
world, there is something to satisfy every taste here.
The imagination of the staff in maintaining this selection is to be commended.
Country Cider Pub of the Year
Winner: The Black Lion, Wolsingham. No surprises
here, as the largest selection of cider regularly on
offer in County Durham has brought the trophy to
Meadhope Street for the fourth consecutive year. The
cider menu hangs above the bar, offering a wide
choice which often includes perry.
Congratulations Sara-Jane
Runner-up: The Black Bull, Frosterley. This unique hostelry is a previous winner, and was just off the top this time as it was last year. Duncan and the team have created a
pub with great character, and one of the highlights of a
winter trip up Weardale is sitting in the rocking chair by the
open fire with a pint of cider or perry.
Club of the Year
Winner: Tanfield Lea WMC. Over the last year or so, the
club has impressed with its passionate
promotion of real ale, offering brews
from across the land not often seen in the
North East, never mind in a WMC. With
two ales always on offer, club-goers in
Tanfield Lea have a choice available in
few other clubs—congratulations, Kay.
Runner-up: Chester le Street Cricket Club. A winner on several previous occasions, the Cricket Club continues to provide good ale and a
cracking view of the cricket field.

Hey there CAMRA members!
There are some lovely pubs out there who like CAMRA so much that the offer a discount to
card-carrying members. Here are those we know of…...
 Bishop Langley, Durham: 50p off a pint of real ale and 10% off food for CAMRA members.
There is also a loyalty card scheme.
 Clarence Villa, Coxhoe: 20p off a pint of Sonnet 43 beer for CAMRA members.
 Court Inn, Durham: 30p off a pint of real ale for CAMRA members.
 Duke of Wellington, Durham: 20p off a pint of cask ale for CAMRA members.
 Hare and Hounds, Westgate: First two pints of Weard’ALE beer half price with an evening
meal or Sunday carvery. Table must be booked in advance.
 Lambton Worm, Chester le Street: 20p off a pint of Sonnet 43 beer for CAMRA members.
 Market Tavern, Durham: 10% off real ale for CAMRA members.
 Pelaw Grange Greyhound Stadium: Free entry to race meetings for CAMRA members.
 The Library, Durham: 10% off real ale for CAMRA members.
 Red Lion, North Bitchburn: 10p off a pint, 5p off a half on production of CAMRA card.
 Woodman, Gilesgate, Durham: 20p off per pint on production of CAMRA card.
 Durham Brewery: 10% discount for CAMRA members in their shop.
 Green Tree, Bishop Auckland: 10p off a pint, 5p off a half on production of CAMRA card
 Chilton Country Club now offers CAMRA discount on food
Please let us know if you find anywhere else offering discount

Good News
The Toronto Lodge, in Toronto near
Bishop Auckland, could well have
reopened by the time you read this.
The roadside pub, which had been
closed for a few years, has been acquired and totally refurbished by
Sonnet 43 brewery as part of their
plans to increase their number of
pubs.

£23,000

Scheduled to reopen in early March,
we look forward to another County
Durham outlet for real ale from the
Coxhoe-based brewery, joining West
Rainton’s Italian Farmhouse, Chester
le Street’s Lambton Worm, and Coxhoe’s Clarence Villa.

Pub of the Year voters prize draw
Thanks to the generosity of
Black Paw Brewery of Bishop
Auckland, and the Station
House pub of Durham, we
had some prizes for those who
took part in this year’s Pub of
the Year vote. At the February
branch meeting at Chester le
Street’s Red Lion, and in the
CAMRA Durham Chairman Peter Lawson present
absence of a hat, names were John Godfrey with his Black Paw selection box
drawn out of a carrier-bag and John Godfrey found himself the proud owner
of a box of Black Paw ales, while James Wilson of Belmont received beer
from the Station House.

CAMRA Quiz Champs
On February 7th, the world’s biggest pub quiz took place, with hostelries
across the UK holding a simultaneous event with the same set of questions.
CAMRA Durham joined in at the Woodman on Gilesgate, and, by a mere half
a point, came out on top there. As it was a general knowledge quiz, this
shows that our members knowledge isn’t restricted to just beer and pubs.
Other Durham pubs the Bridge and the Head of Steam also took part in the
charity event.

The Grand, Bishop Auckland
As reported in DD 119, this impressive pub has reopened after refurbishment,
and is now offering two local ales. Evening meals are also available, as are
Sunday lunches. Live music is provided monthly (Saturdays) and so far, the
Pistoleros, favourites at the Grand in the past, and local heroes JD & The
Woodsmen have provided the music, while Black Paw and Yard of Ale have
provided the beer. There is also at least one real cider available.

A Landlord writes….
Hello everyone in Beer Land!
I’m sure I speak for the pub trade when I say we’ve just got over the Christmas
fun, and we’re now looking forward to an early Easter and springtime! There’s
loads of beer fests out there too, including our own—see our advert for details.
Are you aware how much money pubs raise for good causes? It’s worth taking
a moment to consider that in 2014 it was reported that pubs raised £100m.
Even in difficult times, the Great British Public are still willing to dip into their
pockets to help those less fortunate.
I mention this because I was recently discussing our position within the community with the council. At the Surtees Arms we strongly believe in helping
where we can. We’ve had collection boxes for the blind, Marie Curie, and the
Poppy Appeal—and we also hold fundraisers for our local miners’ banner and
town band every year.
On top of that, we have a monthly gathering of veterans of The Rifles (formerly
the Durham Light Infantry). It’s a great shame that the powers that be are closing the DLI museum in Durham, with what seems like little resistance from anyone other than the veterans themselves. These veterans regularly had put
themselves in danger to help people around the world and could now use our
help. Fundraising information can be found at savethedli.org.uk.
So next time you get a few coppers in your change, check out your local’s bar
top, drop them into the collection box, and raise your glass to the fundraisers

Cheers, Alan
Alan Hogg is landlord of the Surtees Arms, Ferryhill Station, and brewer at the Yard of Ale
Brew Co. Ltd

The Surtees Arms & Yard of Ale Brew Co. Ltd.
Durham CAMRA Country Pub of the Year 2015
Durham CAMRA Country Pub of the Year runner -up 2014 & 2016
Durham CAMRA Pub of the Year runner-up 2012 & 2013
North East CAMRA Pub of the Year 2010
Durham CAMRA Pub of the Year 2010 & 2011
Chilton Lane, Ferryhill Station DL17 0DH
01740 655724 07540 733513
Www.thesurteesarms.co.uk facebook/twitter

The Black Horse Inn
A popular village pub built in the early 1800’s
as a coaching inn, this welcoming family run
free house pub is situated on the A690 at the
edge of Willington, locally referred to as the
“Gateway to Weardale”. The large open plan
bar has three constantly changing real ales
which is sourced both nationally and from local micro-breweries.
This community pub is also a proud sponsor of the Willington Ladies
football club.

Low Willington

Protect your pub – a cautionary tale
The fate of the Salutation at Framwellgate Moor serves as a good example of
what can happen to your local if you are not careful. In an earlier issue of
Durham Drinker we reported that the Pub Company owners of the Salutation
had submitted a planning application to convert the upstairs function room
into accommodation, but no change of use to the ground floor—but a change
to the windows on that level to shop style.
Planning was duly granted with a proviso that the accommodation upstairs
could only be used for the staff of the downstairs pub whilst it remained a pub.
This was despite a number of objections from local residents and business
owners. But these were mostly that they didn’t want another convenience
store or takeaway as they were well served with such establishments on Framwellgate Moor High Street, and further competition could damage existing
businesses. These were all deemed quite rightly irrelevant by the authorities
under planning legislation as the application involved no change of use to any
of these types of establishment.
Armed with that planning permission, what was predicted by Durham CAMRA
happened. The pub company closed the pub, thus freeing it from the accommodation restriction, sold it to another company who then leased it to the Coop for a convenience store! Job done – they don’t need any further planning
permission for the change of use from pub to shop under what is known as
‘permitted development’ so any further protests by locals are futile.
So can anything be done to safeguard your pub to some degree from this happening? If you can get the Council to list it as an Asset of Community Value
(ACV), then any change of use from pub to shop or office would have to go to
planning and the local community would at least have a say.
CAMRA is running a campaign to get appropriate pubs listed as ACVs and can
provide support in submitting a nomination to the council. One word of warning is that CAMRA publicity indicates that an ‘unincorporated group’ of 21 locals can submit a nomination but Durham County Council take the view that
such a group must be formally constituted and have a membership scheme, so
it isn’t as easy as it might be to get a nomination accepted by that route. The
council will however accept a nomination from Durham CAMRA or, for example a parish council. To date not one pub in Durham CAMRA’s area is currently
registered as an ACV so all are potentially at risk. You don’t have to wait till the
pub is under threat – that could be too late – nominate it now if it’s of value to
the local community.

Quality Sunday Carvery
Reserving a table is recommended
Established over 10 years
3 meats, 9 vegetables, and occasional pie
When possible we use our own home-grown
vegetables

Most eggs supplied by our feathered pets

Assisted Festivals
As you’ll have gathered from our diary dates section, there are a fair few beer festivals
about, and CAMRA Durham get asked to help out. Thankfully, Nick Young and his small but
perfectly formed (honest, they are) band of technical experts are on hand to provide equipment and labour. Here’s where you’ll find Durham CAMRA assisting in the future….
 The Union Rooms, Newcastle. March 11th for approximately five days.
 Newcastle Beer Festival, April 6th-9th, Northumbria University
 Smith’s Arms, Castle Dene, near Chester le Street, May 26th-29th
 Tanfield Lea Club, June 16th-18th
 Chester le Street Masonic Hall, June 24th-26th
 Ceddesfield Hall, Sedgefield, July 1st & 2nd
 Beamish Hall, September 8th-11th
We’re always looking for help, so if you fancy learning about how beer gets from cask to
glass, please contact Nick via publications@camradurham.org

New outlet news…
Chester le Street Masonic Hall.
If you ever thought that drinking in a Masonic Hall was only for members
and those who know the “funny handshake”, you couldn't be further from the
truth, at least in Chester le Street.
At the Masonic Hall on Station Road, you’re very welcome to pop in and sample some of the real ale on offer. Located just off Front Street, behind the
Lambton Arms, it’s very handy for an escape from the shopping on a Saturday, so when you find the hall all you have to do is press the buzzer at the
front door and go in. Sharp’s Atlantic Pale is their regular ale, supported by a
second brew that has included Rooster’s Yankee. Black Sheep Bitter, and
Thwaites Lancaster Bomber.
The appearance of real ale in a Masonic lodge is an interesting occurrence in
itself, but for it to be available to anyone who fancies nipping in for a pint is
great news, and hopefully some of the other lodges will follow this lead.
Chester le Street Masonic Hall, Station Road, opening hours:
Monday 19:30—23:00 Tuesday 19:30 –23:00 Wednesday 19:30 –midnight
Thursday 19:30—12:00 Friday 19:30—midnight
Saturday 14:30—midnight Sunday 11:30—15:30 and 19:00-23:00

The Answers bit…….
Grand Spring Quiz

1. Ireland and Germany, 2. Apples, 3. The 3rd Marquis of Londonderry,
4. Diamonds, 5. Bowls, 6. The Hollies, 7. Italy, Luxembourg and the
Netherlands, 8. The Canterbury Tales, 9. Torquay, 10. 3 metres

Picture Quiz
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

New Inn, Durham
Dun Cow, Seaton Village
Green Tree, Bishop Auckland
Victoria, Durham
Golden Lion, Sedgefield
Woodman, Durham
Royal George, Old Shotton
Station House, Durham

..and runnerup 2014!

..2014, 2015,
& 2016

