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Hello and welcome to issue 117.
Well, we’ve had the election, the run up to which was full of promised
from across the political spectrum about how they’d support pubs, so let’s see
how that pans out.
We’d love to keep you up-to-date with the latest news and goings on at CAMRA Durham, so please pop along to the CAMRA website members page and
check that your details are correct—in particular your email address.
Elsewhere in this issue, you’ll find an appeal for help at our annual beer festival—please consider dropping in to lend a hand this year. It’s immensely satisfying to take part in the set-up and then hand over a pint to an eager customer.
We are also having our summer bus trip up Weardale, when we will visit a
number of great pubs and fit in some cracking food as well. If you fancy joining us, please get in touch via publications@camradurham.org.uk and keep
Saturday July 25th free in your diary.
On the brewery front, there has been a resurrection in the form of the name
Castle Eden, as that famous brand once again has a brewery behind it, this
time in Seaham. That makes it fourteen breweries in CAMRA Durham’s area,
and that number could increase to fifteen if the rumours of another brewery in
Spennymoor turn out to be true.
Prepare your thirsts!

Paul Dobson

.
Dates
for your diary….


Tuesday June 9th - branch meeting
at the Avenue, Shincliffe, 7:30



Friday June 12h – Sunday 14th –
Beer Festival, Barley Mow, Birtley



Tuesday June 23rd - Tipple, venue
to be arranged



July 3rd-4th, Beer Festival, Ceddesfield Hall, Sedgefield





The Half Moon Inn



Tuesday July 14th - branch meeting
at the Joiners Arms, Hunwick, 7:30



July 24th- 26th Beer Festival, Pelaw
Grange Greyhound Stadium



Saturday July 25th, Weardale trip.






Tuesday August 11th - branch
meeting, Causey Arch 7:30

A Traditional British Pub in the
Heart of Durham City
A choice of Cask Marque approved real ales, including Bass,
Durham Brewery’s White Gold,
and Timothy Taylor’s Landlord
BT Sport, Sky Sports, and ESPN
for all live sporting events .
Fantastic outside drinking area
leading down to the river Wear,
with two TVs

August 26th - 29th - Durham Beer
Festival


Tuesday September 8th - branch
meeting, Stables, Beamish 7:30
following set-up for their beer festival


September 10th-13th Beamish Hall
Beer Festival



Tuesday September 22nd - Tipple,
TBA



Tuesday October 13th - branch
meeting, Crossings, Wingate 7:30

Like our Facebook page to see our
weekly guest ales & sporting events
Why not sign up to our webpage for more
info on offers?

The Half Moon Inn
New Elvet, Durham City, DH1 3AQ
Tel: 01913741918
www.thehalfmooninndurham.co.uk
As seen on TV!

Pubs of Character

Number 471 in an occasional series

One of the most frequent topics of conversation amongst pub-goers (after the quality of the
beer, obviously) is the disappearance of pubs. You don’t have to be that old to reminisce
about pubs that you used to visit that are no longer open, or even standing. The loss of many
village pubs almost always forms part of this discussion, with family-run village establishments
seeming to be a thing of the past in many areas.
In County Durham, we are lucky that we still retain quite a few that fall into this category, and
the Joiners Arms in Hunwick is a great example. Not only is it a proper village pub, it has
been in the same family since February 15th 1971, the day our currency went decimal, with
current landlord Ian Richardson taking over from his dad in 2002.
So what makes a “proper village pub”, I hear you ask. Well, let’s take a look at The Joiners
Arms and see what’s on offer. First of all, it has a proper public bar, where folks gather to
chat, to discuss the weather, and get all excited about sport, with horse racing being a favourite. There’s an open fire to keep your toes warm, and a selection of books to pore over. Of
course, we wouldn’t be calling it a pub of character if it didn’t have good beer, and the Joiners
offered cask Vaux beers throughout the 70s and into the 80s while it now offers three real
ales. Theakston’s Bitter is the regular beer, with two guests alongside it. They’ve recently had
two ales which were village favourites in years gone by - Cameron’s Strongarm, and a homage
to former Vaux times with Samson, now from Maxim brewery. Anderson’s Scotch, also from
Maxim and based on the old Lorimer’s version, has also been on offer.
Apart from the heart of the pub, the bar, there’s a restaurant across the passage, a small snug
behind the bar, as well as a conservatory-style room to the rear where to pool table lives.
Of course, it takes more than a set of rooms and some good beer to make a pub. You need
people to finish the job, and the Joiners scores on that one. It’s a proper local which defines
the term “public house” – a house where the public could meet, talk, and drink beer. One of
these locals, family friend Jeff Race, spent some time last year researching “joiners”, and the
end result can be seen on the wall – a beautifully carved wooden crest, all Jeff’s own work.
Alongside it is a list of all the landlords since 1879 – and there are only twelve of them. An
interesting note is that in 1935, when landlord Henry Wright had been there eleven years, he
was convicted of “drunkenness” and fined £1. Consequently, his wife Mary’s name was above
the door until 1948, when Edward Temby began his twenty three years – and then came the
Richardsons, forty four years ago. So longevity is also part of the make-up of the pub.
Add to the above the bonus of good food from 5pm - Monday being “cheese night” in the bar,
Tuesday being “takeaway evening”, Wednesday Italian Night, Thursday Grill Night, and
Friday Fish Night. Oh, and Sunday lunches from half eleven, and a quiz on Sunday evening.
In short, everything that’s good about a pub can be found at the Joiners.
The Joiners Arms, South View, Hunwick, DL15 0JW. 01388 605131
www.thejoinersarms.webnode.com

Jolly Summer Pub Quiz nee Googling, mind!
1. Which fashion designer of the 1950s created the A-line look?
2. Who released an album in 1974 entitled ‘461 Ocean Boulevard’?
3. With a capacity of over 67000, which is the largest sporting stadium in Scotland?
4. What type of animal can be described as Ursine?
5. Ecuador has a border with Colombia and which other country?
6. With what type of rice is risotto usually made?
7. What type of animal was Lenin
in TVs "The Good Life"?
8. In what year did the Battle of
Neville’s Cross take place?
9. Who designed the bronze lion
statues in London's Trafalgar
Square?
10. Which motorway links the cities of Glasgow and Edinburgh?

Answers on page 35

The New Inn
29 Church Street

Durham





 Three

regularly changing cask ales
 Food from noon-8pm daily
 Large beer garden
 Favourite with Town and Gown!

CAMRA Members Website
CAMRA nationally has launched the new members only part of its web site which provides information tailored to the individual member. In order to access it go to the national site
www.camra.org.uk and you will see a new Login option on the far right of the screen.
Select this and log in with your membership number and your password. If you don’t know or
have forgotten your password there is now a ‘Forgotten your password’ option on the login
screen which enables you to request it to be reset. Once successfully logged in you will be presented with a ‘Member Dashboard’ that can be explored.
The ‘My membership’ button will display all the information relevant to your membership held
by CAMRA which you can check and edit. In particular it will display the email address that is
used by the branch to keep you up to date with events and news. If this is wrong or not set it
would be really useful to correct this, to help us keep in touch with you.
Note that the ‘Events and Meetings’ button currently only gives information on beer festivals and
national and regional events. Branch events can be found in the diary of Durham CAMRA’s own
web site (http://www.camradurham.org.uk/). You will find a link to that on the ‘CAMRA Near
You’ dashboard button.
Durham CAMRA is on Twitter as @CAMRADurham and can be found on Facebook too—just
search for ‘CAMRA Durham’
Your username and password combination can also be used on CAMRA’s pub database system
http://whatpub.com/ to input beer scores on pubs you visit, which provides valuable information
for the branch.

CAMRA Durham’s Pub of the Year 2003, 2005, 2007,
2009, 2012, and Town Pub of the Year 2014, Runner-up
2015

Durham CAMRA Pub
of the Year 2013, runner
up 2014 & 2015

April 17th—19th

As mentioned in the piece on real ale in clubs, Whatpub is the place to record your opinion
of the beer you’ve sampled.
If you’re a CAMRA member, simply log on using your membership number and password,
search for the pub you wish to score the beers for, and enter your score. There is an app for
your mobile, if you’re that technologically advanced, or you an log on using your PC—or the
one in the library. Failing that, pass your scores to another CAMRA member, and they can
work the magic for you. The important thing is that the quality of the beers in our pubs is evaluated, as that evaluation can be invaluable when providing information for Pub Guides such
as the Good Beer Guide.

HELP!
It's that time of year again and the Durham Branch of CAMRA is once again
preparing for its Annual Beer Festival. This will be our 35th and it will take
place from Wednesday 26th to Saturday 29th August at its normal venue - the
Students' Union of Durham University, Dunelm House, New Elvet, Durham City
DH1 3AN. Following on from last year's resounding success when we offered
130 beers and 35 ciders, the branch is hoping that this year's event will be
equally successful.
There are many elements that come together to ensure a successful event, not
least the volunteers who turn out to set up, staff, and take down the festival.
Last year we had 90 staff who gave up their time to work throughout the festival. This year, for the first time, we have adopted an online application form
that will allow folks to volunteer to staff the event. If you feel that you can give
up some of your time and help with the festival, simply log on to
www.durhambeerfestival.org.uk and access the volunteering link.
Two of the elements that we really could do with volunteers for are, firstly,
someone to help drum up sponsors from amongst businesses and individuals
for all the festival's beers and ciders and, secondly, folk with current first aid
qualifications to help to provide cover at the festival. If you can help with either (or both) of these, please add this to your volunteering application form
and return it a.s.a.p.
If you submit a form then receipt of your application form will be acknowledged and, a little nearer the festival, you will be contacted again with further
details of how you will be helping. Please note that this year volunteers will be
allocated on a "first come first served basis" so in order to avoid disappointment the earlier forms are submitted the better.
Full information, (including how to volunteer), can be found at
www.durhambeerfestival.org.uk

Thanks you, George Osborne.
CAMRA applauds beer duty hat-trick as tax on a pint falls for a third time
“CAMRA is delighted with today’s hat-trick of an unprecedented third consecutive cut in
beer tax, with another penny of a pint, which will be welcomed by millions of beerdrinkers across the country. The last two cuts have already had a huge impact, saving
over 1,000 pubs from closure and keeping the price of a pub pint down. Independent
research by CEBR forecasts that the price of a pub pint will now be more than 20p
cheaper than it would have been had the beer duty escalator remained in place.
“A third cut in beer tax is a huge vote of confidence in the importance of pubs and brewing. It will help ensure the sector returns to long term growth after many years of pub
closures and falling beer sales, caused in part by a 42% beer tax increase between
2008 and 2012, and throw a lifeline to struggling community pubs across the country.
“Britain is known around the world for great pubs and real ale, and we should all be incredibly proud that this industry has just reported growth for the first time in a decade.
We hope Britain’s millions of pub goers will head to their local this evening to give three
cheers to a historic third cut in beer tax!” Tim Page, CAMRA Chief Executive

If I’d known you were coming I’d
have baked a pie.
Ye Old Elm Tree in
Durham celebrated their
Town Pub of the Year
award by inviting CAMRA
members along to enjoy a
couple of pints—and some
rather spectacular pies.
...and nothing goes
with a pint better than
a pie, as CAMRA’s Ian
Carrick demonstrates.
Thanks to Stacey and
the good folks there
for their hospitality.








Real Ale is now available in:
 Mason’s Arms, Etherley Dene, Bishop Auckland
 Blue Bell, Kip Hill—reopened after extensive refurbishment
 The Avenue, Shincliffe, has undergone a refurbishment,
and now boasts three real ales and a cider
The Belmont, Belmont is the new name for the Sportsman at Belmont,
and it has retained its real ales
The Ash Tree, Spennymoor
Real beer is back on at the Olive Grove, Spennymoor
The Victoria, Witton le Wear, has reopened as part of the Fat Brewer
group, with four real ale—Fat Brewer Rouge and Blonde plus two
guests
The Bridge Inn, Durham, will have reopened after a short closure for
refurbishment by the time you read this
The Smith’s Arms at Brecon Hill is selling so much real ale that they’ve installed two
more beer engines, making a grand total of eight. The word is that it might even go up
to ten!

No more real ale at:
 Mason’s Arms, Middlestone Moor
 Stapylton Arms, Hawthorn
 Fox and Hounds, Kirk Merrington

The following pubs have closed:
 Salvin Arms, Spennymoor
 Merry Monk (formerly the Sportsman),
Bishop Auckland
 Fir Tree Country Hotel, Fir Tree
 Grey Horse, Haswell

Please let us know if you find any changes—we’ve almost certainly missed a few!

A Bit Further Afield
Middlesbrough has not had a great reputation for real ale, but the recent opening of a plethora
of micro pubs is starting to change that perception. Given this knowledge, we decided to have a
day out there on Easter Saturday, to see for ourselves.
It probably should be said that some of those visited may not strictly be micro pubs as per
CAMRA’s definition, but as someone who gets very bored with such pedantry, I shall choose to
ignore that.
The first stop was the Infant Hercules on Grange Road. Opened earlier this year, like many micro pubs, it is housed in a former shop. It is tastefully decorated, with comfortable seating.
From the three ales available, I had Maxim’s Boxing Hare which was as good as ever, served by
an enthusiastic and knowledgeable barman. I should add that in checking back on What Pub for
the purposes for this article, their entry was updated on 4 May and says that real ale is not
available, so some investigation into that may be necessary.
Next, on nearby Bedford Street was O’Connells. This is not a micro but a well established large
pub, and our initial assessment of it led us to decide to have a quick half. The ale in question
was Newporter from the town’s Newfitt brewery and it was excellent, so we took some time to
take in the fact that it is actually a fine pub, serving what looked to be good food at very reasonable prices, which will be checked out further in the future.
A short walk to Baker Street took us to our next two micros. Baker Street is a typical Victorian
terrace that is being reinvented with the change of use of many of the houses to small businesses, including the Twisted Lip and Sherlock’s. The Twisted Lip makes excellent use of the
original layout of the building, and has expanded to take in the adjoining property, which is
hopefully a sign of ongoing success. The rooms have an eclectic mix of curios, guaranteed to
prompt ‘do you remember’ conversations. Of the 3 ales on offer, I enjoyed Tyne Bank’s Monument bitter.
A few doors along, Sherlock’s is in similar premises and has a smart look, with wooden panels
and impressive tiling. The sharper ones amongst you will have picked up that the name of the
pub is a clever link with the name of the street on which it stands. Sky television is available for
sports fans and can be viewed from an interesting array of seating and tables. This time I went
for Golden Arrow from the Fernandes Brewery, Wakefield, and was not disappointed.
Heading south down Linthorpe Road, the next street is Borough Road, where we find the Devil’s Advocate. Another former shop unit, this has been smartly refurbished with some nice
wooden panelling and exposed brickwork. Two ales were on offer and whilst I can honestly say
that what I had was very good, I can’t tell you what it was as I forgot to log it on What Pub.
Ooops.
All of the premises mentioned so far are within a very small area but to get to our next venue,
it would have been about a 20 minute walk, so we plumped for a very reasonably priced taxi to
save on valuable drinking time. Dr.Phil’s Real Ale House, on Roman Road in Linthorpe, is the
original and probably the only true micro pub in the town. Opened in 2013, it has been named

Cleveland CAMRA’s 2015 pub of the year and the walls are adorned with pump clips from the
many ales to have been served already. Again housed in a small former shop, it doesn’t have
a bar as such, and ales are dispensed in what it is probably fair to call a large cupboard. Of the
four on offer I had Dionysus from the Milton Brewery in Cambridge.
The last stop before the train home was a return to the Infant Hercules. On our earlier visit
the barman had informed us that Cameron’s Northern Line Stout would be on later and as we
hadn’t tried it before, we had to go back and found it to be as good as anticipated.
Starting out, our intention had been to maybe also visit one of the three Wetherspoon’s in
the town or the Star on Southfield Road, a Sir John Fitzgerald house, whose pubs can usually
be relied upon to provide a good range of ales, albeit, as anyone who has visited their Newcastle pubs recently will have found, at some pretty hefty prices. However, we were so taken
by these small bars that we stuck to them for the whole day. The staff in all of them were
friendly and knowledgeable and contributed to a very pleasant atmosphere in which to enjoy
your pint. As well as the ales that we tried, good ciders were available and most of them also
had an extensive range of beers from various parts of the world, both on tap and bottled, as
well as offering a variety of teas and coffees. Middlesbrough is certainly no longer the real ale
desert it once was, and is well worth a visit.

Bits and bobs
In issue 116, we wrote about the
advertising feature from 1979
which featured many real ale pubs,
and we opined that none of the
landlords at the time would still be
in place.
How wrong can you be? Here are
the ones we know about….
Michael Webster is still serving
great beer at the Victoria in Hallgarth Street, Durham.
Geoff Rayner has been behind the
bar of the Dun Cow in Sedgefield
since 1974.
Topping the lot, though, must surely be Tiffy Siddle at the Cowshill
Hotel, who as been “mine host”
there for half century.
As they say—if it aint broke, don’t
fix it.

We’ve managed to get all of the 2015 CAMRA Durham pub awards dished out, so
here are those that we hadn’t reached before DD 116 went to print…..

CAMRA’s Tony Chilton hands over the certificates at (clockwise from top left) Club of
the Year Chester le Street Cricket Club,
Town Cider Pub of the Year the John Duck,
and Club Runner-up Durham City Rugby Club

Clockwise from top left...Samantha Cook of the
Black Bull, Frosterley with the Country Cider
Pub of the Year Runner-up award, a pint of
Allendale Wolf outside the Bull, CAMRA’s Paul
Dobson hands over the Town Cider Pub of the
Year Runner-up to Bradley McPherson of the
Bay Horse, Bishop Auckland, and Colin Stubbs
of the Hare and Hounds, Westgate —Country
Pub of the Year Runner-up

Old pubs of Durham Joe Davison
If you look at the archives for the City of Durham you may well
be staggered by the number of public houses that have disappeared over the years- pub closures is not a new phenomenon!
In 1899 there were 15 public houses in
Claypath, many of them surviving well into
the 1900’s. Older
readers may well remember The
Wheatseaf close to
the market place,
The Wearmouth Bridge The Wearmouth
Bridge and The Maltman, which stood
next to what used to be the Palladium
The Maltman
cinema.
The Wearmouth Bridge was originally called The Nottingham House but changed its name to commemorate the opening of the iron bridge at
Sunderland 60 years earlier. A lot of pubs
were demolished to make way for the underpass just off the market place. These included The Kings Arms, The Claypath Gates
The Volunteers Arms
Inn and The Angel Inn. Other pubs in that
vicinity were The General Gordon, The
Volunteer Arms and The Durham Ox.
The only old pub to survive is The Big Jug.
Between Framwellgate and Milburngate,
down to the junction with North Road
were The Tanners Arms, The Bluebell
and The Five Ways whilst close to Castle
Chare was The Royal and Station.

The Five Ways

From the railway viaduct down north Road
to Framwellgate Bridge we had The Railway, The Neville, King William the

Fourth and the Criterion whilst in Silver Street were The
Castle and The Queen’s Head.
Sadler Street had The Buffalo’s Head which
transformed into The Hog’s Head before
becoming a tapas bar.
Old Elvet had The Waterloo Hotel (see DD
116) and The Dunelm Hotel ,
Crossgate had Burton House, New Elvet
had The Hare and Hounds, Church Street
the wonderfully
The Waterloo
named Three
Hearts of Gold and
Hallgarth Street,
whose only survivor
is The Victoria Inn,
also boasted The
Spread Eagle and
The Sun Inn
The Dunelm

If you are prepared
to dig deeper you
will find that there
are literally hundreds of pubs that have disappeared from
the Durham City centre and outlying areas
- but perhaps that could make another article, if anyone would be willing to take on
the task. It’s also interesting to make note
of the breweries that were present at the
time. Although the photographs in this article are very old and grainy, it is still posThe Spread Eagle
sible to see the famous Blue star hanging
outside some of the pubs….and how many of you can remember Aitchie’s Ales as seen outside The Hare and Hounds?
The original CAMRA Durham
committee gather outside The
Hare and Hounds

My thanks to John Corbett and Michael Richardson for their memories and the use of their photographs

Hey there CAMRA members!
There are some lovely pubs out there who like CAMRA so much
that the offer a discount to card-carrying members. Here are
those we know of…...










Bishop Langley, Durham: 50p off a pint of real ale and 10% off food for CAMRA
members. There is also a loyalty card scheme.
Clarence Villa, Coxhoe: 20p off a pint of Sonnet 43 beer for CAMRA members.
Court Inn, Durham: 30p off a pint of real ale for CAMRA members.
Duke of Wellington, Durham: 20p off a pint of cask ale for CAMRA members.
Hare and Hounds, Westgate: First two pints of Weard’ALE beer half price with an
evening meal or Sunday carvery. Table must be booked in advance.
Lambton Worm, Chester-le-Street: 20p off a pint of Sonnet 43 beer for CAMRA
members.
Market Tavern, Durham: 10% off real ale for CAMRA members.
Pelaw Grange Greyhound Stadium – free entry to race meetings for CAMRA
members.
The Library, Durham: 10% off real ale for CAMRA members.

THE DUN COW – A UNIQUE DURHAM PUB NAME
There are currently five pubs in Durham County area bearing this name, and have been more in
the past. Some Dun Cows also reside in parts of the pre-1974 county Durham, such as Sunderland.
Why is this such a common name in Durham? Because it related to the Dun Cow legend which
is probably well known to most of you, but to reiterate, it refers to the foundation of Durham
City itself and to the body of St Cuthbert.
The legend states that in 955, the monks were transporting St Cuthbert’s coffin through the
forests of central Durham towards Chester le St and when they got to the hill of Warden Law,
despite their best efforts, the body would not move. Bishop Aldhun, the leader of the Monks,
decided they would have a holy fast for three days and pray in the hope that they could move
the body. Then St Cuthbert appeared to one of the Monks with instructions that the coffin
should be moved to a place call Dunholme.
They had no idea where Dunholme was, but later came across a milkmaid who was looking for
her lost dun (reddy-brown) cow which she had last seen at Dunholme. The monks realised that
this was a sign of the saint and followed her, and there they came to wooded hill in a loop of
the river Wear. They entered the wooded area, and as they climbed, a ray of sunshine appeared and illuminated an area at the top of the hill, which they took as a sign that this should
be the final resting place of St Cuthbert. That, of course, later became Durham Cathedral and

the City of Durham.
We currently have all five Dun Cow pubs in the Good Beer Guide. The Dun Cow in Old Elvet in
Durham has been a stalwart in the Good Beer Guide for many years, having a small bar at the
front with a large bar more often frequented by students at the back and offers three real ales
normally including Castle Eden Ale which was brewed in Castle Eden for many years and is now
brewed at the Lion Brewery in Hartlepool.
To the north lies the Dun Cow at Bournmoor on the edge of the
County, near the Sunderland
border. This is an 18th century
pub with its own ghost, and
which serves four real ales.
Further to the west lies the
Dun Cow in Witton-le-Wear
which has featured in the
Good Beer Guide many times. Built in 1799, it has two open
fires and a variety of real ales on
offer.
In east Durham lies the village of Seaton where there is another Dun
Cow which now features in the Good Beer Guide. It is quite a difficult pub to find, but lies on the village green off the B1404 NW of
Seaham, and is well worth seeking out as it offers four real ales –
usually two dark and two light.

Finally, to the south of Durham lies the Dun Cow in Sedgefield,
which has been in the hands of Geoff Rayner since 1974. The
pub is famed for its food and perhaps famous its most famous
diners have been Bush Junior and Tony Blair in 2003 - and
there is a plaque on the wall to commemorate this fact. It has
real ales in Black Sheep bitter, Theakston’s bitter, and two
guests which are often from North Eastern breweries.
There have been other Dun Cows in the past. The Dun Cow in the Bishop Middleham closed a
decade ago, but the photograph shows that the private house it has become still has an effigy
of the beast in question above the door.
Further to the west was the Dun Cow at Old White Lea near Billy Row, better known as Doad’s
(after the landlord) or the Cow Tail. This was one of the last of the farm pubs which were far
more common in the earlier part of the 20th century. It was a fairly basic pub with a fearsome
coal fire, offered real ale for most of its lifetime, and at one time featured in CAMRA’s National
Inventory before closing in 1997.
There have doubtless been others, but these have been lost in the mists of time.

SMITHS ARMS
& CASTLE DENE RESTAURANT
Forge Lane, Castle Dene, near Chester le Street, DH3 4HE











Eight handpulls, due to popular
demand
Live band monthly
Weekly Quiz
Craft beers including Cornish Pilsner
Restaurant serving great food Wednesday to Sunday
Good crack
Handsome barstaff!

SMITHS ARMS
& CASTLE DENE RESTAURANT
Forge Lane, Castle Dene, near Chester le Street, DH3 4HE

Three quarters of pub goers say pubs are as important as
post offices and community centres
A pub is just as important to community life as a post office, local shop of community
centre, according to new statistics released in April to mark the start of Community
Pubs Month, run by the Campaign for Real Ale (CAMRA).
The CAMRA survey has found 75 per cent of pub goers believe a well-run community
pub is as important to community life as other local services.
The important role pubs play in local communities makes it even more vital to reverse
the decline in numbers and a net closure rate which sees 29 pubs per week close for
good.
“Pubs are unique in their ability to bring together all sides of a community in one single welcoming environment. A well-run pub which engages with its surrounding community – whether that is via charity events, family fun days, live music or quizzes –
will not only help to remain popular and profitable, it will also be viewed as something
of real value to locals.” Tim Page, CAMRA Chief Executive.
CAMRA report a slight increase in the percentage
of pub-goers who believe in the importance of
community pubs, when compared to the same
question asked in January 2013 – where 73%**
believed a pub was as important as a post office,
local shop or community centre.
Engaging with the local community can also lead a
pub to commercial success and critical acclaim. The Salutation Inn in Gloucestershire
was this year named the best pub in the country, with judges commenting that it was
the warm welcome and community focus – as well as the top class real ale – that won
them over. One judge commented “what struck me most was the welcome – as if I
was being invited into a private house as a friend”, that same judge – Abigail Newton,
CAMRA National Director – later added, “What Peter and Claire have done in the
short time they have been running the pub is nothing short of staggering and goes to
show that passion, enthusiasm, and
a real love of beer are hugely important when running a pub.”
So pubs, as you know, are a vital
and vastly enjoyable part of the
community. County Durham has
lots of good ones, so make the
most of this wonderful institution.

A Landlord Writes…
Hi everyone. Well, time has flown into spring and we’re hoping for some beer
-drinking weather.
I was looking at the beers available for our guest pump and I recalled a recent
conversation with the manager of a bar in Newcastle which goes to prove
just how beer tastes vary from pub to pub.
I’d just delivered some of our Yard of Ale beers to a bar near St James—
regular ales to suit their clientele—and then another , only five minutes drive
away, but completely different in style. Basically, the discussion left me in no
doubt how radical some brews can be (beyond a daft name) with the exotic
ingredients and whacky pump clip designs. Don’t get me wrong, traditional
can be good—but how many times can you re-invent the wheel? It’s great to
know that there are pubs and bars willing to give something non-traditional a
try.
That led us at Yard of Ale (thanks, Luke) to produce our dark lager “YDL”. It’s not a new idea, but
certainly not a style you’ll see too often around
here and the fact that it sold out in double-quick
time shows that folks are willing to give something different a go.
So, if you’re looking for something a little peculiar,
beer-wise, give it a try. You could be pleasantly
surprised….
Cheers Alan H
The Surtees Arms & Yard of Ale Brew Co. Ltd.
Durham CAMRA Country Pub of the Year 2015
Durham CAMRA Country Pub of the Year runner -up 2014
Durham CAMRA Pub of the Year runner-up 2012 & 2013
North East CAMRA Pub of the Year 2010
Durham CAMRA Pub of the Year 2010 & 2011
Chilton Lane, Ferrhill Station DL17 0DH
01740 655724 07540 733513
Www.thesurteesarms.co.uk facebook/twitter

The Black Horse Inn
A popular village pub built in the early 1800’s
as a coaching inn, this welcoming family run
free house pub is situated on the A690 at the
edge of Willington, locally referred to as the
“Gateway to Weardale”. The large open plan
bar has three constantly changing real ales
which is sourced both nationally and from local micro-breweries.
This community pub is also a proud sponsor of the newly formed
Willington Ladies football club.

Low Willington

Durham CAMRA
Country Pub of the
Year 2014, Runnerup 2015

Durham CAMRA
Country Pub of the
Year 2014, Runnerup 2015

Quality Sunday Carvery
Reserving a table is recommended
Established over 9 years
3 meats, 9 vegetables, and occasional pie
When possible we use our own home-grown
vegetables

Most eggs supplied by our feathered pets

List Your Local
If you love your local pub and think it adds a lot of value to your community you can apply to give it extra protection from developers by registering it
with the Council as an Assets of Community Value (ACV).
Pubs registered as Assets of Community Value will now be subject to a full planning application
should the owner wish to demolish or convert the pub into an alternative use. This gives us an
exciting opportunity to protect pubs in your local area by listing them as ACVs.

So far we have 674 pubs listed - can you help us reach 1,000?

How do I nominate a pub?
1.

Decide who you are nominating on behalf of. You can either
nominate as an unincorporated group of 21 local people, as a
Parish Council, on behalf of the CAMRA Branch or in connection with another local group.
2. Go to your Council website and look up the section on Assets
of Community Value or Right to Bid. Here you can download a
nomination form (or if there isn't one available CAMRA provides a template on their website).
3. Fill in the form with as much detail as you can on why the pub
should be classified as a community asset.
4. If nominating as an Unincorporated Group, demonstrate that at
least 21 people from the local community support the listing of the pub.
5. Check your local council website to see where the nomination needs to be submitted.
Many councils have produced guidance explaining how they are accepting nominations.
6. Request a receipt from the local authority to acknowledge they have received the form as
planning protection will be granted at the point of nomination.

2.

Please visit CAMRA.org.uk for more information on how to list your pub.
Specific information at: acv@camra.org.uk or by phoning 01727 337 851

Quiz answers
Jolly Summer Pub Quiz
1. Christian Dior., 2. Eric Clapton, 3. Murrayfield, 4. Bears, 5.
Peru, 6. Arborio, 7. A cockerel, 8. 1346, 9, Edwin Landseer,
10. The M8
Picture Quiz from issue 116: 1—The John Duck, 2 The Fighting Cocks, 3, The
Market Tavern, 4, The Head of Steam, 5, The Bishop Langley, 6, Ye Old Elm
Tree, 7, The Shakespeare

Castle Eden reborn!
Another “new” brewery for the county opened recently when Castle Eden began brewing in Seaham. Cliff Walker and David Travers, both of whom have
years of experience in the industry, plan to employ six people, and have acquired the “intellectual property rights ” to the Castle Eden designs. This will
resurrect a brewery name which originally appeared in 1826, thus reviving a
well-remembered part of Durham’s brewing heritage which vanished when
the original brewery closed a decade ago.

..and runnerup 2014!

..and 2014
and 2015

