




Return of the Drinker 
WWﾉIﾗﾏW デﾗ ｷゲゲ┌W ヱヰヴ ﾗa デｴW D┌ヴｴ;ﾏ DヴｷﾐﾆWヴく WWげ┗W HWWﾐ ;┘;┞ aﾗヴ ; 
couple of years, during which the branch has been reorganised with 

the Wear Valley branch and the main branch amalgamating to form 

one big, happy, CAMRA family that will provide a more effective cam-

ヮ;ｷｪﾐｷﾐｪ HﾗS┞く Nﾗ┘ ┘WげヴW H;Iﾆ デﾗ Hヴｷﾐｪ ┞ﾗ┌ ﾐW┘ゲが ;ﾐS HWWヴ ヴWﾉ;デWS 
stuff from right across the Land of the Prince Bishops. 

 

Since our last issue, the county has seen the opening of five new 

breweriesねat the current rate, there may even be another by the 

time you read this. There has also been the continuing national trend 

in pub closuresねjust the same in Durham as the rest of the nationね
but the trend in consumption of real ale, cask beer, the proper stuff, 

whatever you want to call it, continues upward, proving that if the 

product is right, people will drink it. 

 

We realise that in this modern world of instant online information 

that much beer news will be available to anyone with internet access 

within minutes of breaking. We also believe that there is no substi-

tute for the printed word, and that pub-goers like to have a magazine 

in their hands. New magazines smell nice as well, and old ones smell 

ﾗa HWWヴが ゲﾗ デｴ;デげゲ ;ﾉゲﾗ ﾐｷIWく WWげﾉﾉ ｴ;┗W ; ケ┌ｷ┣ デﾗヴ デ┘ﾗ デﾗ ﾆWWヮ ┞ﾗ┌ヴ 
minds active during a lull in the conversation, and as much informa-

tion as we can manage on the pub and beer scene in our beautiful 

county and its surroundings. 

 

We hope you like the DD and find something of interest, but we 

would welcome your opinion on what future issues should contain. 

Please see our contact page to let  us know your feelings, or to make 

a contribution in terms of information or a fully-fledged article. The 

more the merrier. 

Cheers 

 

Paul Dobson 



Signs of the 

Times 
I‟ve you‟ve been particularly observant, you may have noticed 
that the cover of this, the first of the new version of Durham 

Drinker, is covered in pub signs. If you have a good memory, 

and like a good pint, you might even recognise some of them, but 

we‟ve deliberately left off the most common pub sign of 2012. 
Go on have a guess – is it the Fox and Hounds, the Rose and 

Crown, the Royal Oak, or the Kings Head? 

No, it‟s actually a joint first place, shared between Lease for Sale and Business Op-

portunity. Over the last few years, the newspapers have been full of gloom and doom 

stories about how many pubs, particularly those in rural areas, have been closing 

down in the UK each day. The North East, and County Durham, has been no differ-

ent, with many pubs, some formerly well known across the county, have called last 

orders for the last time. 

 

TｴW BヴW┘Wヴげゲ T;ﾉW 
Firstly, a toast to the good CAMRA folks of Durham for re-launching 

the Durham Drinker. CAMRA needs a presence in our local pubs and 

what better way than a regular newsletter? 

I‟m greatly honoured to be writing for the DD, something I haven‟t 
done since the old Weard Ale News days. Much has changed since 

then; my wife and I have our own pub and microbrewery in Ferryhill. 

Enough about us, though. What about the ale scene of Durham in our 

wonderful county? Well it‟s much the same regionally as it is nation-
ally. Against the backdrop of cheap supermarket drinks deals, which 

are influencing the closure of our beloved pubs, we have the glory of 

our local brewers who are rising to the challenge and supplying some 

wonderfully crafted ales to the nation. CAMRA recently said “cask 
ale saves pubs”. Well, that‟s true to some extent. For me, it‟s people 
drinking cask ale in pubs that saves pubs. People make a pub, and 

you can‟t buy the pub atmosphere off a shelf. 
So, join me in raising a glass to our wonderful British pubs (and the 

hardworking staff within them) and remember, it‟s all about the beer! 
Alan Hogg  (landlord of the CAMRA Durham Pub of the Year, The Surtees 

Arms, and brewer at the Yard of Ale Brew. Co. Ltd., Ferryhill.) 

 



The current economic climate, with less disposable income in people‟s pockets, is 
obviously a major factor, as is the change in drinking habits in favour of cheap booze 

at home ahead of a pleasant evening‟s chat over a pint in the pub. Other factors 
which may have had an effect include the smoking ban, and the reduction of rural 

bus services which serve the more remote villages and their pubs. One which stands 

out, and has been the subject of campaigning by CAMRA, is the impact of Pubcos 

on the very businesses they supposedly need to survive. When the government, fol-

lowing pressure from CAMRA, did away with the brewery ties of old, Pubcos (pub 

owning companies) rather sneakily took their place. As with any line of business, 

some companies are better than others, and some Pubcos have turned out to be 

merely an extension of tied house system. The beer and soft drinks that a landlord 

has access to is severely restricted, and the prices they have to pay are kept artifi-

cially high. In a Catch 22 situation, pubs that do well are “rewarded” by having their 
rents increased, forcing many landlords to either move to a cheaper pub, or leave the 

trade altogether. 

If they make a go of their new pub, the whole cycle starts again. Do well and be pun-

ished with a rent rise, or do badly and keep the rent low but 

face the possibility of being thrown out in favour of somebody 

else wanting to give a pub a try. These days, there are too 

many managers, and not enough landlords. It‟s a situation that 
has left us with iconic pubs like the Sportsman at Canney Hill, 

once famous across County Durham, standing boarded up and 

advertised as an “investment opportunity” for the last year. It‟s 
a situation that the government should be taking a bigger inter-

est in, as it‟s costing jobs and causing businesses to close. If 
only more politicians were like Greg Mulholland, Lib Dem MP for north west Leeds, 

who is rarely out of the news as he encourages us to make a stand against brewery 

closures and other pub-related issues, maybe something would get done. 

People have had enough of this – you might have read in 

December of the Victoria in Witton le Wear, where the 

locals feared that, after a series of tenant landlords, there 

was a serious chance of the pub being closed down as the 

owners tried to up the rent again. So they bought it, keep-

ing the current landlord in place. Prime movers Graham 

and Carolynne Hall live next door, and have experience in 

the trade as they own the Black Swan in Staindrop, and see 

a future for the Vic now that it is free from tie. Local beers 

have appeared on the bar, initially from Black Paw of 

Bishop Auckland, and things are looking up. It‟s not the 
first pub to be taken over in this fashion, and it certainly won‟t 
be the last.  

 

Lars Torders-Please 



Durham CAMRA branch committee 
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WW;ヴSげAﾉWぎ P;┌ﾉ DﾗHゲﾗﾐ 

Black Paw: Ian Carrick 

Gambling Man: John Cor-

bett 

Just a Minute: Gerry Vickers 

 

 

See page 21 for details of the pro-

posed tax increase on beer 



  



Wetherspoon and Beer Festivals. 
The Water House have been involved with the Durham beer festival for many years 

now, an involvement which first started when we were asked to clean their glasses! 

Since then we have looked forward to our involvement each year, each time trying 

デﾗ Sﾗ ; Hｷデ ﾏﾗヴW ;ﾐS ;SS デﾗ デｴW aWゲデｷ┗;ﾉげゲ ｪヴﾗ┘ｷﾐｪ ゲ┌IIWゲゲく Iデげゲ ﾐﾗデ ﾃ┌ゲデ ;Hﾗ┌デ ﾗaaWヴど
ing financial sponsorship, but about helping out wherever we can, from the setting 

up to the serving of pints. We have manned a bar for the past five years and have 

always looked forward to the welcome break of serving on these bars. 

The festival always usually falls straight after August bank holiday which for the pub 

trade can be one of the busiest weekends of the year and working a Friday night at 

the festival is a relief -  just pull a pint and take a token, no cash, no change, and you 

never have to worry about running out of glasses! 

  Iデげゲ ;ﾉﾉ ﾐﾗデ ﾗﾐW ┘;┞ デｴﾗ┌ｪｴが ;ﾐS CAM‘A ｷゲ ┗Wヴ┞ ｷﾏヮﾗヴデ;ﾐデ デﾗ ┌ゲ ;デ WWデｴWヴゲヮﾗﾗﾐが 
which is why we offer £20 of real ale vouchers for every new CAMRA member; and 

it just proves to us how good a relationship we share with CAMRA when we see the 

amount of vouchers spent in our pubs. 

 This year The Water House will be launching its first festival of the year on the 14th 

March when we will be starting off with 10 ales from a selection of 55 ales and sev-

eral ciders - ヮﾉ┌ゲ ン ;ﾉWゲ aヴﾗﾏ Bｷｪ L;ﾏヮ HヴW┘Wヴ┞ ;ﾉﾉ aﾗヴ グヱくヶヵ ; ヮｷﾐデ ふ;ﾐS デｴ;デげゲ HWaﾗヴW 
your CAMRA voucher). Big Lamp Brewery has kindly donated a barrel of beer for 

that evening - all proceeds going to charity. Along with several other fundraising 

activities on the night, from tombola to competitions and quizzes, we hope to raise 

as much money as possible for our nominated charities Clic Sargent and Help for 

Heroes.  Once The Water House festival is over we will then look forward to the 

next Durham beer festival  on 29
th

 August-1
st

 September followed by our second 

festival of the year in October. For cider drinkers we will be running our second ci-

der festival in July, so one festival ends and another  is in the pipeline に see you 

there! 

Alistair 
The Water House, North Road, Durham 

HEY YOU!  

CAMRA needs you. 

F;ﾐI┞ ｴWﾉヮｷﾐｪ ﾗ┌デ ;デ デｴｷゲ ┞W;ヴげゲ Durham 

Beer Festival? Check out page nine to see 

ｴﾗ┘ ┞ﾗ┌ I;ﾐ ﾗaaWヴ ┞ﾗ┌ヴ ゲWヴ┗ｷIWゲぐぐぐく 

Help 

needed! 



 



Follow the Wear ! 
 

It doesn’t end at Durham....a mazy journey around the pubs of the Wear 
Valley 

..the list of good pubs in the County, that is. When the Wear Valley branch of 
CAMRA rejoined the main Durham branch after several years on their own, in order 
to increase the campaigning effectiveness, it brought back into CAMRA Durham nu-
merous fine outlets for Real Ale. 

Geographically, the Wear Valley is considered to 
begin at Bishop Auckland and follow the A690 west, 
but, as CAMRA works on postcodes, it includes the 
Ship at Middlestone Village – several times WV 
CAMRA pub of the year – the 
Queen’s at Cockfield, and various 
other proper pubs in Hunwick, 
Crook, Willington, and Tow Law. 
Bishop itself now boasts more than 

half a dozen sets of handpumps, but above that offers a starting 
point for a trip west into the dale itself. Within a few miles, there are the Manor at 
West Auckland, the Fox Cub and the football club bar (matchdays only) at Tindale 

Just to show that  good things can lastねD┌ヴｴ;ﾏ CAMRAげゲ ヮ┌H ﾗa デｴW Mﾗﾐデｴ  ｷﾐ 
April 1983. Some faces may be familiar, but for those of you far too young to have 

been there at the time, they include landlord Michael Webster, and Durham 

CAMRA Chairman Barry Newman. The current CAMRA committee would like to 

;┘;ヴS デｴW VｷIデﾗヴｷ;が H;ﾉﾉｪ;ヴデｴ “デヴWWデが  デｴW さIa Iデ Aｷﾐデ BヴﾗﾆWが Dﾗﾐげデ Fｷ┝ Iデざ デヴﾗヮｴ┞ aﾗヴ 
Aヮヴｷﾉ ヲヰヱヲぐくくヲΓ ┞W;ヴゲ ﾗﾐぁ 



Cresent, the Sportsman at Toft Hill, the Red Lion at 
North Bitchburn, then Green Tree at Howden le Wear, 
the Dun Cow and the Victoria at Witton 
le Wear, and the Cross Keys at Ham-
sterley. Taking the 101 bus (using an 
Explorer ticket to allow multiple stops) 
up the A689, Wolsingham is an ideal 
stop-off point, with the Black Bull 
(traditional market place hotel), the 

Black Lion (cosy back street local), and the Bay 
Horse (updated pub with food, which may have 
re-opened after yet another change of hands by 
the time you read this) offering a good 
range of beers.  
The next village westward gives you the 
chance to walk the few yards to the Black 

Bull, and step back in time with a range of local 
beers and also ciders and perries, before mov-
ing on to Stanhope. Here are the Queen’s, the 
Bonny Moor Hen, and the Pack Horse on the 
front street, and the Grey Bull at the foot of 
Crawleyside bank, all worth a visit. This is 
where you need to change buses, but not the 

service number, as the 101 continues westward, first 
reaching the Hare and Hounds at Westgate – where the 
pub houses its own brewery – then St John’s Chapel, with 
the Golden Lion and the Blue Bell. Continue on the same 

bus, and there’s a chance to visit County 
Durham’s most westerly pub –the Cow-
shill Hotel – in Cowshill. If you get your 
days right, there is a bus from Stanhope 
to Rookhope, and the Inn of the same 
name. 
Exploring the valley of our County’s main river 
by public transport, or with the help of a willing 
driver, is a great way to spend a Saturday, and 
gives you the opportunity to sample a wide 
range of beers both local and national – includ-

ing several that are very rarely available outside the immediate 
area – as well as take in our magnificent scenery.  When you do 
make this journey, don’t forget to let CAMRA Durham know how 
much you enjoyed it, and tell us about any new beer outlets you 
may have found. 
 

B. R. 

Hunter 



CAMRA- けCﾗﾏﾏ┌ﾐｷデ┞ ﾉｷaW ｷﾐ Bヴｷデ;ｷﾐげゲ ゲ┌H┌ヴHゲ ┌ﾐSWヴ デｴヴW;デげ 
Pub closure figures out in January show 16 pubs close across 

Britain every week 

8 suburban pubs close every week, compared to 6 rural, and 2 high street 

O┗Wヴ ヱヰヰヰ ヮ┌Hゲ ﾉﾗゲデ ｷﾐ Bヴｷデ;ｷﾐげゲ ゲ┌H┌ヴHゲ ｷﾐ ﾃ┌ゲデ ヲ ┞W;ヴゲ 

10 tied pubs* are closing every week compared to 7 free of tie, with the num-

ber of managed pubs actually increasing by 1 opening per week. 

As CAMRA said in January; 

CAMRA, the Campaign for Real Ale, has today called for 

┌ヴｪWﾐデ Gﾗ┗WヴﾐﾏWﾐデ ;Iデｷﾗﾐ デﾗ ゲ;┗W Bヴｷデ;ｷﾐげゲ ｴｷゲデﾗヴｷI ヮ┌H 
culture in light of new research showing how 16 pubs 

now close across the country on a weekly basis. The con-

sumer group has expressed particular concern that Gov-

ernment policy is failing communities on the peripheries 

ﾗa Bヴｷデ;ｷﾐげゲ デﾗ┘ﾐゲ ;ﾐS IｷデｷWゲが ┘ｷデｴ ｴ;ﾉa ﾗa デｴWゲW Iﾉﾗゲ┌ヴWゲ ふΒ 
; ┘WWﾆぶ デ;ﾆｷﾐｪ ヮﾉ;IW ｷﾐ デｴW ﾐ;デｷﾗﾐげゲ ゲ┌H┌ヴHゲく 
In just 2 years, 1,078 pubs have been lost in suburban areas, with many com-

munity locals battered by whirlwind beer tax hikes and deep alcohol discount-

ing from nearby supermarket chains, bringing about a general decline in pub 

going by consumers.  Meanwhile, high street pubs are closing at a quarter of 

the rate に 2 per week に of suburban locals. 

Mike Benner, CAMRA Chief Executive, said: 

けWｴｷﾉW ｴｷｪｴ ゲデヴWWデ Iｷデ┞ IWﾐデヴW ┗Wﾐ┌Wゲ ;ヴW ゲｴﾗ┘ｷﾐｪ ; SWど
gree of resistance in the current climate, both suburban 

and rural areas are under threat as wholesale pub clo-

sures deprive more local people of a community centre. 

Pubs are vital for social cohesion and cultural integration, 

and therefore the Government must act swiftly to repair 

the damage inflicted upon local communities by offering 

genuine support for enterprising and hard working licensees. 

けTｴｷゲ ヴWゲW;ヴIｴ ;ﾉゲﾗ a┌ヴデｴWヴ ┌ﾐSWヴﾉｷﾐWゲ デｴW ﾏ;ﾃﾗヴ ヮヴﾗHﾉWﾏゲ I;┌ゲWS H┞ ﾏ;ﾐ┞ ｴ;ヴS-

working pub lessees being unable to buy their beer on the open market, re-

stricted by punitive measures imposed by greedy pub companies. The number 

of tied pubs has fallen by over 3,500 in just 3 years, with free of tie pubs remain-



ing better placed to weather these difficult economic 

times by having the ability to offer greater beer choice 

;ﾐS ﾉﾗ┘Wヴ ヮヴｷIWゲ デﾗ デｴW Iﾗﾐゲ┌ﾏWヴくげ 
TﾗS;┞げゲ aｷｪ┌ヴWゲ IﾗｷﾐIｷSW ┘ｷデｴ ; ｪヴﾗ┌ﾐSHヴW;ﾆｷﾐｪ ﾐW┘ 
report by the Institute of Public Policy Research (IPPR) 

into the social value of community pubs. The report 

ヴWｷﾐaﾗヴIWゲ CAM‘Aげゲ aｷｪ┌ヴWゲ H┞ ｴｷｪｴﾉｷｪｴデｷﾐｪ デｴW ﾐWWS 
for a radical change in Government policy that recog-

nises the important community function many pubs perform. 

 

Recommended measures to provide vital support in-

Iﾉ┌SW H┌ゲｷﾐWゲゲ ヴ;デW ヴWﾉｷWa aﾗヴ ヮ┌Hゲ ;Iデｷﾐｪ ;ゲ けIWﾐデヴWゲ ﾗa 
; Iﾗﾏﾏ┌ﾐｷデ┞げが ヴWaﾗヴﾏ ﾗa ヮﾉ;ﾐﾐｷﾐｪ ﾉ;┘ゲ ┘ｴｷIｴ ヮヴW┗Wﾐデ 
pubs from being demolished without the need for 

planning permission, and improving relations between 

large pub companies and their lessees to offer a guest 

HWWヴ ﾗヮデｷﾗﾐ ;ﾐS ;ﾐ ﾗヮデｷﾗﾐ デﾗ HWIﾗﾏW けaヴWW ﾗa デｷWげ ;Iど
companied by an open market rent review. 

IPPR Associate Director, Rick Muir, said:   

けGﾗ┗WヴﾐﾏWﾐデ ﾏ┌ゲデ ゲデﾗヮ ┌ゲｷﾐｪ ; ﾗﾐW ゲｷ┣W aｷデゲ ;ﾉﾉ ;ヮヮヴﾗ;Iｴ デﾗ licensed prem-

ises which is killing off our community pubs. Instead responsible well-run com-

munity pubs should be encouraged and supported. 

けO┌ヴ ヴWゲW;ヴIｴ ゲｴﾗ┘ゲ Iﾗﾏﾏ┌ﾐｷデ┞ ヮ┌Hゲ ;ヴWﾐげデ ﾃ┌ゲデ ヮﾉ;IWゲ デﾗ Sヴｷﾐﾆ H┌デ ;ﾉゲﾗ ヮﾉ;IWゲ 
where people meet their neighbours; where local clubs hold meetings and 

events; and which support many important local services such as village post 

offices 

 

 

Cudby Yore Arms 
 

...this could be your advert. 
£25 quarter page, £45 half page, £80 full page contact 

drinker@camradurham.com for details 

Cask 

Ales 

Perry 
Live music 



 

 

 
What can you do to help? 
 

We would be delighted if CAMRA members would sign up a pub by visiting 

www.communitypubsmonth.org.uk. 

CAMRA’s new research, issued recently highlighted that a disturbing 16 
pubs close every week—see the previous article for details. 

 
CAMRA has launched a new campaign to give local pubs support. Com-

munity Pubs Month will run throughout April and we are encouraging 
pubs and CAMRA branches to host a number events to help boost the 

pub trade. 

http://camra-mailer.org.uk/mailer/link.php?M=5194895&N=443&L=771&F=H


Wｴ;デげゲ ｷﾐ ; ﾐ;ﾏWい 
 

We all know that all pubs are unique, although some are defi-

nitely more unique than others. Pubs chains retain a certain cor-

porate style, some much more acceptable than others, but every 

single pub in Britain has something that differentiates it in some 

way, however small, from every other pub. Architecture, location, 

HWWヴが aﾗﾗSが a;IｷﾉｷデｷWゲが IﾉｷWﾐデWﾉWぐIｴﾗﾗゲW ﾗﾐWが ;ﾐ┞ IﾗﾏHｷﾐ;デｷﾗﾐが ﾗヴ 
all of these and you still might not be able to put your finger on 

what it is that makes a pub what it is. 

 

One of the things that may set a pub apart from others is the name itself. Does your 

pub have a name that adorns the front of no other in the coun-

try? County Durham has our fair share of Lions and Bulls of vari-

ous hues, the arms and heads of Kings and Queens, and other 

well-used monikers. We also have several Surtees Arms, in hon-

our of a famous local family, and several celebrating another - 

Lambton Hounds, Worm, and Arms.  

WWデｴWヴゲヮﾗﾗﾐげゲ デWﾐS デﾗ ﾐ;ﾏW デｴWｷヴ ヮ┌Hゲ 
after local personalities or institutions, so while there may be 

another Waterhouse or possibly a Bishops Mill somewhere in 

デｴW UK ;ヮ;ヴデ aヴﾗﾏ D┌ヴｴ;ﾏ Cｷデ┞が デｴWヴWげゲ ┌ﾐﾉｷﾆWﾉ┞ デﾗ HW ; 
Stanley Jefferson anywhere but Bishop Auckland. In case you 

SｷSﾐげデ ﾆﾐﾗ┘が Sデ;ﾐげゲ HWデデWヴ ﾆﾐﾗ┘ﾐ ;ゲ Sデ;ﾐ L;┌ヴWﾉ ;ﾐS ｴW ┘;ゲ 
schooled in Bishop, and there is, of course, a Stan Laurel pub, 

in Ulverston, where he was born. 

 

For Durham pubs that share their name with no other, how about the Floaters Mill 

at Burnmoor, the Colpitts, the Pollards, or the Bonny Moor Hen?  I doubt if there 

was ever another Newton Capねeither as a pub or its present incarnation as a Day 

Nursery. The Penny Gill, 

The Chester Moor, and 

デｴW NW┗ｷﾉﾉWげゲ Cヴﾗゲゲ 
could well be one-offs, 

as could the Aclet and almost certainly The Red Alligator, the Birtley Ale House, and 

the Timothy Hackworth. Is there another Barley Mow somewhere in the Home 

Cﾗ┌ﾐデｷWゲい Wｴ;デ ;Hﾗ┌デ ┞ﾗ┌ヴ ﾉﾗI;ﾉい Dﾗ ┞ﾗ┌ デｴｷﾐﾆ ｷデげゲ デｴW ﾗﾐﾉ┞ ヮ┌H HW;ヴｷﾐｪ デｴ;デ ﾐ;ﾏWい 

If you do, please let us know..  Arthur Bitter 



Pub-goers Question Time 
What is Real Ale? 

Cask conditioned beer or Real Ale is brewed from traditional ingredi-

ents and allowed to mature naturally in the barrel or cask in the pub 

cellar.  

It can do this because the beer in the cask contains live yeast which 

continues to condition the beer and create characteristic flavours 

right up until it is served as a pint in the pub.  

This cask conditioning with live yeast results in a richer tasting drink 

with much more character than keg beers. 

What's wrong with keg beer? (it would take far less time to say 

┘ｴ;デげゲ ヴｷｪｴデ ┘ｷデｴ ｷデぶ 
Keg beers, including the nitro-keg variants, are pasteurised at the 

brewery. This kills off the yeast and prevents any conditioning in the 

I;ゲﾆく TｴW┞げヴW SW;Sく 
The beer tastes bland when served, and beer chillers are regularly 

used to disguise the lack of taste. Gas is used to pressurise the keg, 

which can lead to excessively fizzy beer or, in the case of nitro-keg 

beer, a creamy pint whose taste does not come up to the expectation 

of the head. 

Pick up your copy from a Durham pub, 

;ﾐS Wﾐﾃﾗ┞ ; ┘;ﾐSWヴ ;ヴﾗ┌ﾐS デｴW Iｷデ┞げゲ 
real ale outlets. 



General Knowledge Quiz 
Look, you can’t spend all night drinking or talking about beer, so how about 
testing your knowledge on other things? 

1. The artist Stubbs was famous for painting which subjects? 

2. What is the capital city of Albania? 

3. Which Cornish castle is associated with Arthurian legend? 

4. In which U.S. city would you find sports teams named the 

Pirates, the Steelers and the Penguins? 

5. In which century was the first watch invented?   

6. From which country do Chimay beers originate?  

7. Which band had a U.K. number one album with „Tales 
From Topographic Oceans‟? 

8. Who is Lesley Hornby better known as? 

9. Who played Stacey in the BBC tv series Gavin & Stacey? 

10. What is a natatorium? 

Answers on page 22 

 

 



BEER, BIER, BIRRA? 
 
I am sure that some most of you will be going on holiday in the 
coming months but do you know the all important word for beer in 
the country that you will visit.  Here are some that may be of use: 
 
Croatia/Czech Republic/Russia pivo 
Denmark/Norway   øl 
Estonia    õlu 
Finland    olut 
France     bière  
Germany/Netherlands  bier 
Greece     Sorry, I can’t do Greek text. 
     Just point and smile!  
Hungary    sör 
Ireland(Gaelic)   beoir 
Italy     birra 
Japan     biiru 
Latvia     alus 
Poland     piwo 
Portugal    cerveja 
Spain     cerveza 
  
Sweden    öl 
Turkey     bira  
Wales     cwrw 

Dates for your diary 
 Branch meetingねNew Board Inn, Esh Hill Top. March 13th at 

7:30 

 Wetherspoon beer festival, various venues, March 14thねApril 

1st.  

 New Inn, Durham  - beer festival March 15th-18th 

 Darlington Spring ThingねArts Centre, Vane Terrace. March 29th-

31st 

 Durham CAMRA AGMねTap and Spile, Framwellgate Moor. April 

10th, 7:30 

 Great British Beer Festival, Olympia, London  August 7th  - 11th 



Do you Know your Brewers? 
 

1. The brewer of an endangered big cat 

2. Brewers of the original golden beer. 

3. The Manchester brewer that is Soil Association regis-

tered and produces organic and vegan beers. 

4. Brewers of the beer that fought in the Battle of Brit-

ain. 

5. The oldest continuous brewer in Great Britain. 

6. The Cornish brewer recently taken over by Coors 

7. The oldest local independent brewer. 

8. The local brewer of Golden Plover and Adder lager. 

9. The North Yorkshire brewery founded by a member 

of the Theakston family in 1992. 

10.  S┌ﾐSWヴﾉ;ﾐSげゲ aｷヴゲデ BヴW┘ヮ┌H  

Answers on page 22 

Pub newsねWetherspoon to open in Crook once work on the former 

Horse Shoes is complete 

 

 More dates for your diary 
 

 Newcastle Beer Festival, Northumbria University, April 18th-21st 

 Grand, Bishop Auckland  -beer festival May 3rd-7th, including 

model railway exhibition on 6th and 7th 

 HW;S ﾗa “デW;ﾏ Iヴｷゲｴ HWWヴ aWゲデｷ┗;ﾉ が “デ P;デヴｷIﾆゲげ ┘WWﾆWﾐS M;ヴIｴ 
17th-18th focusing on the Cluny 2 in Newcastle, but reaching 

ﾗデｴWヴ HW;S ﾗa “デW;ﾏ ヮ┌Hゲく Aﾉゲﾗが ; デﾗ┌ヴ ﾗa IヴWﾉ;ﾐSげゲ ﾏｷIヴﾗ-

breweries, April 23rd-27th. Includes Kilbeggan distillery visit and 

seven breweries in five days! Contact The Head Of Steam Ltd on 

07803 124508 / 01434607393 for details 



 

The rise and rise of the small brewery 
 

 
Despite the economic gloom and doom of recent times, sales of real ale have been 
rising steadily. One of the main drivers behind this has been the growth of the mi-
crobrewery and 2011 saw the arrival of 4 new ventures in our area. Following the 
success of other Durham breweries such as Durham, Hill Island, Yard of Ale, Sta-
bles, and the Consett Ale Works, other like-minded souls have brought more fine 
ales to our bars. 
 
The first of these to start producing was Just A Minute. Based in 
Spennymoor, the brewery is owned and ran by Paul Patterson and 
Paul McKenna. The first brews actually appeared in 2010 and were 
small scale experimental efforts, distributed to local festivals and 
pubs. This method continued until the summer of 2011, enabling 
them to gauge the market and hone their skills, until finally, the kit 
was completed and full scale brewing commenced. You can now 
enjoy excellent ales such as Golden Dawn, a golden ale, Darkest 
Moment, a superb stout and Ruby Tuesday, in many local outlets. 
The latter, as the name suggests is a ruby red in colour and was 
originally just planned as a Halloween special named Reddish Spell. 
It proved so popular that they decided to re-name it and brew it all year round. 

 
Offering their new brews at about the same time 
was the Weard’Ale brewery at the Hare and 
Hounds, Westgate. Landlord Colin Stubbs had har-
boured a desire to match the home-grown vegeta-
bles they use with home-made beer, and the first 
experimental brews appeared late in 2010. Hare of 
the Dog, Top Dog, Colin’s Bitter and Twisty, and 
Ginger Cock (named after George, the pub’s cock-

erel who ―retired‖ in 2011) come in at 3.8%, and the latest offering is Easy Going at 
3.2%. All are brewed in the pub cellar, and the beers have proved so popular that 
other pubs in the dale have been demanding it, leading to 2012 seeing an increase 
in capacity so that brewing can now take place twice a week.  From the start of the 
brewing process to the pint glass sees the beer move no more than twenty feet—or 
a little further if you’re not in the Hare and Hounds.  Colin’s aim is to have four 
brews in his portfolio, and is working on a couple of his recipes to achieve that aim 
 
 
Next to arrive on the scene was Black Paw. Working from an industrial 
unit behind Newgate Street in Bishop Auckland, Black Paw is the brain-
child of Phil Whitfield. Phil worked for many years as a manager in the 
N.H.S. before taking the opportunity to start out on his own. After a lot 



of hard work, the first brew was born in June. Bishop’s Best, a traditional bitter and 
Paw’s Gold, a golden ale, were in the pubs in July. These were closely followed by 
Dark Seam, an excellent stout. All have been very well received. Polar Paw was the 
first seasonal special and will be followed by others over the year. Bottled beers are 
also available and Phil hopes to have a small visitor centre at the brewery up and 
running in the spring.  
 

The latest venture in the area is based in Low Willington. Paul 
Armstrong and Dave Walls spent many hours producing home 
brews and concluded that they would like to start a microbrew-
ery. A little later they were playing cards and dreaming up gam-
bling related names for beers. Out of this discussion came the 
idea to call it The Gambling Man Brewery. The opportunity to 
put it into practice came about when Paul’s father-in-law bought 
a house with a large outbuilding that he didn’t need. Apparently, 
it had been home to a lot of pigeons for a long time, so we can 

all imagine how long they had to spend cleaning it up to a point where it could be 
used for brewing. Eventually, their hard work paid off and the brewery was 
launched at the beginning of December in the Black Horse in Low Willington. Beers 
so far include Pit Boss, an American style pale ale. Jack O’Clubs, a rich, rye porter. 
The first seasonal was a Burns Night special called Keep The Card Oot, brewed with 
peat smoked whisky malt and honey. Next to come around Easter time will be Bitter 
Mine Hare. 
 
So there you have it—nine breweries actively producing fine cask ales in the Land of 
the Prince Bishops, and that’s only the part covered by Durham CAMRA. Add the 
other brewers on Tyneside and Wearside, the fact that at least one other is in the 
pipeline, and we’re in a pretty healthy situation as far as choice is concerned. Get 
out there and give it a try—wouldn’t you rather drink something that’s locally 
brewed by local people for local people? 

Death and Taxes 
Every year, the beer tax escalator increases the tax on beer by 2% above the 

rate of inflation, thus adding considerably more pressure on the British pub, 

the cornerstone of many of our communities. 

Removing the beer duty escalator at the next budget will help keep beer more 

affordable and go a long way to supporting the institution that is the great Brit-

ish pub. 

Going to the pub is a core British tradition and so is enjoying great beer. If you 

want to continue enjoying your fresh pint in your local pub then it's crucial that 

you support the campaign by SIBA to grind the beer duty tax escalator to a halt. 

If we don't show our support for the great British pub, we risk losing more pubs 

and more jobs within our local communities. 

Support great beer in the great British pub and sign the e-petition now..... Brit-

ｷゲｴ P┌Hゲ NWWS Yﾗ┌くく Cﾗヮ┞ ;ﾐS ヮ;ゲデW デｴｷゲ ﾉｷﾐﾆ デﾗ ｴWﾉヮぐくく 
https://submissions.epetitions.direct.gov.uk/petitions/29664 

https://submissions.epetitions.direct.gov.uk/petitions/29664


General Knowledge  Quiz answers  
 1. Horses,  2. Tirana,  3. Tintagel,  4. Pittsburgh,5. 16th,  6. Belgium,  7. Yes,  8. 

Twiggy,  9. Joanna Page,  10. A swimming pool 

P┌H NW┘ゲぐくくCﾗﾐゲWデデ 

Good news for fans of real ale in North West Durham is that the Trav-

WﾉﾉWヴゲげ ‘Wゲデ ｷﾐ CﾗﾐゲWデデ ｴ;ゲ HWWﾐ ヴW┗ｷデ;ﾉｷゲWS ;ﾐS ｷゲ ﾗaaWヴｷﾐｪ ; SWIWﾐデ 
choice of beers.  After re-opening last August, landlord Barry Cartmell 

has been offering a range of ales, initially from the Jennings/

Marstons/ Ringwood/ Wychwood range, but soon expanded its hori-

zons to include Thwaites and Maxim beers に all of which have proved 

extremely popular. The plan is to offer a range of national, regional, 

and local cask ales, up to six at a time. After some dispensing prob-

lems, they have replaced their equipment and are now ready to roll 

as far as presenting the discerning drinkers of Consett with an im-

pressive range of  beers. 

P┌H NW┘ゲぐくD┌ヴｴ;ﾏ 

Yates in North Road, Durham, has made a commitment to Durham 

real ale drinkers by offering a good selection of beers and has been 

ヴW┘;ヴSWS ┘ｷデｴ C;ゲﾆ M;ヴケ┌W ゲデ;デ┌ゲく M;ﾐ;ｪWヴ M;デデ SデWヮｴWﾐゲﾗﾐげゲ 
regular beers include Yates Best, Charles Wells Bombardier and his 

ｪ┌Wゲデ ;ﾉWゲ ｴ;┗W ヴWIWﾐデﾉ┞ ｷﾐIﾉ┌SWS MﾗヴS┌Wげゲ WﾗヴﾆｷW TｷIﾆWデが Cﾗ┌ヴ;ｪW 
DｷヴWIデﾗヴゲが GヴWWﾐW Kｷﾐｪげゲ IくPくAくが ;ﾐS OﾉS SヮWIﾆﾉWS HWﾐく TｴW ;ﾉW ﾗaaWヴWS 
is very reasonably priced with Yates Best at £1.69 (Saturdays £1.59), 

Bombardier and guest ales at £1.79 

Know Your Brewers Quiz Answers 

1. Everard [Tiger] 2. Hop Back [Summer Lightning] 3. Marble 4. Shepherd Neame いSpitfireうの┻ Shepherd Neame は┻ Sharp╆s ば┻ Big Lamp ぱ┻ Allendale 

9. Black Sheep  10. Bull Lane 

1,000 copies of Durham Drinker are distributed across the 

pubs of County Durham, Should you wish to advertise, please see 

our contact  page. Rates are £80 full page, £45 half page, £25 quar-

ter page. Contact us at drinker@camradurham.org.uk 






