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“Like pulling hen’s teeth” is the phrase that
comes to mind when trying to put the 100th
issue of the Durham Drinker to bed; it has
been three years since issue 99!

So whats been going on in the meantime?
Most of it seem to be bad news...

Sadly Durham has seen a number of pubs
close, either to be turned into flats for stu-
dents or into modern housing complexes
(without pubs!) Most notable is the loss of
the once great landmark on the Great North
Road, the Cock O’ The North. This fine gate-
way to Durham has now been replaced by a
faceless housing complex. The Pot & Glass in
Crossgate Moor (now the Lodge) and The Bri-
tannia in Gilesgate have also gone along with
the Prince Bishop in Brandon; to name but a
few! More recently, the Branch has learnt of
the demise of the Dun Cow (AKA The Cows-
tail) at Billy Row.

The most significant development is, of course,
Walkergate beneath the Gala Theatre. We

o

* All rooms En-Suite

* Friendly, atmospheric bar

* Private car parking

* Five cask ales including guests
* English Heritage Grade 2 listed

Inventory listed pub

Free House
86 Hallgarth Street, Durham, DH1 3AS
Tel: 0191 386 5269 Fax: 0191 386 0465

* Bed & Breakfast Accommodation

* Durham’s only CAMRA National

CAMRA Durham Pub of the Year 2003, 2005, 2007

have gained 2 national real ale outlets with
the Bishop’s Mill, a Lloyd’s No 1, and the Slug
& Lettuce. The area has also seen the arrival
of Ebony, a Champagne Bar!

The Tap & Spile in Framwellgate Moor and
The Vic in Durham are winning CAMRA
Durham’s “Pub of the Year” with almost mo-
notonous regularity, but deservedly so. How-
ever, The Ship at High Hesleden, the Grey
Horse at Consett and the Three Horseshoes at
Leamside are not far behind.

Let’s hope in the future we can still afford the
price of a pint after the swingeing tax increas-
es over the past three years and the soaring
cost of raw brewing ingredients.

On a sad note, we lost our ex-Chairman and
Beer Festival Director Jim McCaffrey last
year, but more of that further in.

However, I am sure that with continued sup-
port, it won't all be doom and gloom! Welcome
to the 100th edition of Durham Drinker.

Eddie Turner and Neil Shaw




Ship Inn

High Hesleden Tel: 01429 836453

/ Real Ales constantly changing
Awarded 4 Star & Silver Accolade by
‘Visit Great Britain’

Now serving superior home cooked food
including a large a la carte menu
12 noon - 2pm & 6.30pm - 9.30pm
Freshly prepared and locally sourced
Warm and welcoming open fires

* NOW OPEN -

6 DelLuxe B&B rooms including disabled rooms and a
3 bedroomed family suite

Lovely gardens with superb sea views
Idyllic village location. Follow B1281 from Castle Eden
to Blackwell Colliery then signs to High Hesleden

The North East’s Premier Ale House

www.theshipinn.net




The new state of the art

MA XM

BREWERY

at Rainton Bridge is the home of...
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Congratulations Durham CAMRA
on its 100th edition of the Durham Drinker

Our beers are available in 9 gallon casks and in bottles

Telephone 0191 584 8844 or visit www.dmbc.org.uk



Pub & Club of the Year

CAMRA Durham has recently an-
nounced its winners of the annual Pub
and Club of the Year competitions.

This year sees the return of the Tap &
Spile at Framwellgate Moor as the Pub
of the Year, having last won the award
in 2006.

The pub is a popular venue within
the Branch, being a regular choice for
Branch meetings. Landlady Lesley Fife
has up to 8 real ales available, along
with Old Rosie for the cider drinkers.
The chalk board menu also keeps a
count of the number of different ales
the pub has had!

The pub is popular with all ages, and
a lack of music means good conversa-
tion can be had (unless it's Wednesday
night quiz night!) The walls of the pub
are adorned with a selection of nick-
nacks from all over the world.

Cricket and beer proved they do mix as
Chester-le-Street Cricket Club (not to
be confused with the County ground,
The Riverside, also in Chester-le-
Street!) were presented with the Club
of the Year award for the first time. The
Club has recently opened its doors to
non-Members and usually has up to 3
real ales available.

Upon receiving the award the award
the Clubs General Manager, Avril
Currie, said “We are delighted to re-
ceive this award because it rewards the
efforts put in by all the staft - both to

our real ales and our normal popular
range. We work hard at keeping our
cellar in tip-top competition and have
always had a good name for our beers
and we will certainly be celebrating
with a drop or two of real ale”.

Club Chairman Stephen Willis said
“This award is a real feather in the cap
for the Club and our congratulations
go to Avril and her staff for their initia-
tive and hard work. The Club is mov-
ing forward rapidly at the moment,
both on and off the field, and we look
forward to hosting even more mem-
bers and guests during this year.” The
Cricket Club is also planning running
a beer festival this October.

Our Pub and Club of the Year will
now go forward to the Regional com-
petition where they will face establish-
ments from the other North East Re-
gion Branches; the winner going on
to face the rest of CAMRA’s Regions
for the National Trophies. We wish
the Tap & Spile and Chester-le-Street
Cricket Club the best of luck!

2000 copies of the Durham Drinker are dis-
tributed through the Branch area. If any real
ale licencee does not receive copies of this
magazine and wishes to do so, free of charge,
please contact the Editor - details on the inside
back cover.



Jim McCaffrey

Jim McCaffrey was Durham Branch
Chair from 1996 until 2002. He also
filled the post of Treasurer and had
been Beer Festival Director since the
early nineties. Shortly after Jim retired
from the Durham CAMRA committee
his doctor told him to cut out the ale
because of his illness and, presumably,
this is why Jim let his membership of
CAMRA lapse. Because of this, we
believe, the CAMRA national news-
paper “What’s Brewing” did not pub-
lish his obituary - a shameful decision.
We in the Durham Branch honoured
Jim’s memory at last year’s Beer Festi-
val with Bar 1 bearing his name and a
special brew, JMC Strong.

The Woodman, Durham
The Branch was saddened to hear of
the closure of The Woodman. This was
a popular pub, and the reasons behind
the closure are unknown.
Happily, owners Scottish & Newcastle
have been able to find a familiar face
in Paula, a previous owner, to take over
running the pub.
Although the number of handpulls
has been reduced from six to three,
many Branch members are not too
concerned as we recognise that qual-
ity is just as important as quantity; and
that a balance needs to be achieved to
ensure beer is sold at a rate that keeps
the beer at the peak of quality.
The Branch wishes Paula every success
in her new venture.

.

WELCOME BACK DURHAM DRINKER

. DURHAM CAMRA'S

EIGHT HANDPULLS FULL OF GORGEOQOUS
BEER FOR YOUR ENJOYMENT
DON'T LET IT GO TO WASTE!

FRONT STREET, FRAMWELLGATE MOOR 0191 3865451

~
FROM

PUB OF
THE YEAR
2008
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Patrician Class on the March
The public and grammar school-edu-
cated political establishment have
replaced the old aristocracy in telling
the hoi polloi what to think, say, and
how to behave and they have been
successful at least on the surface. How
long they can ignore the simmering
resentment underneath is the ques-
tion. This modern patrician class
have successfully seen off the smokers
and introduced what they call “social
justice” which means no justice at all
for many.

Now they want successive increases
in the excise duty on alcohol (your
pint) to try and curb the cretin class
from throwing it down their necks to
achieve vomit & violent mode. How
will this affect you and your choice to
visit your local and socialise over for a
few good pints?

Increasing the tax on alcohol will not
stop the young binge drinkers. What
usually happens when adults tell teen-
agers something is bad for them and
they shouldn’t do it?

More rural and urban pubs will close.
Supermarkets will continue to sell
cheap beer & lager as a “loss leader”
People in outlying areas will feel fur-
ther isolated and village social life will
suffer.

The extra tax raised will be offset by
the fall in revenue caused by these pub
closures and a general fall in pub at-
tendances

Any surplus revenue will not be wholly

spent on treating NHS patients with
alcohol related problems just as the
majority of road tax is not spent on the
roads.
So why are the Patricians showing
increasing confidence that they can
pull this off? Well - the Tories Social
Policies Group, led by Iain Duncan
Smith last year agreed with this view
although the Conservatives seem to
be having second thoughts.
Using tax increases on beer on the
pretext of health issues is a sledge-
hammer approach that smacks of bar-
rack-room and classroom discipline.
Everyone suffers instead of those who
deserve to suffer and it does not help
those who need help. CAMRA has
long advocated a ban on the media
advertising of alcohol, as this would
only affect those who are influenced
by these slick and sometimes-puerile
commercials. What is needed is new
thinking on the subject instead of
continually jeopardising the future of
our community pubs and our small
local independent breweries - or have
the Patrician Classes really run out of
ideas?

Eddie Turner

[To give you an idea of where your money goes,
the average pint costs £2.45

The Government takes 35p Excise Duty and
37p VAT - A total of 72p (based on 4% ABV)
In a managed pub, CAMRA estimates that once
brewing and pub running costs are accounted
for there is 42p left over as profit/investment.
(Figures from CAMRA. Average pint price from
2008 CAMRA Prices Survey)] - Ed



A Brewer’s Tale

The fact that this is the hundredth Dur-
ham Drinker brings to mind the idea of
landmarks and anniversaries.

In the world of beer, CAMRA is pretty
recent, and The Durham Brewery even
more recent at fourteen years. Even so,
we have seen some seismic changes in
the trade over that time.

When we started in 1994 there were
around 200 small breweries in the
country, cask beer was becoming more
common and there seemed to be plenty
of room for growth. The micros were
beginning to experiment with old beer
styles, and porter and IPA were making
a comeback. There were a good number
of free houses to sell to and pubcos were
relatively thin on the ground.

A kind of status quo had developed but
then in 2002 SIBAs 21 year campaign
for progressive beer duty bore fruit and
the Chancellor allowed the smallest
breweries to pay half beer duty. Market
forces took over and the result was an
explosion in the number of micros and
a reduction in the price of beer to pubs
- not the drinkers - so that now there
are probably around 700 micros.

In addition to the extra competition, the
pub groups have continued to purchase
some of the best free houses. Some of
these groups are enlightened and take
beer from the micros, but on the whole
they tend to have supermarket princi-
ples and prefer to buy in volume at low
price.

Many micros take part in this market,
but it should be stated that micros are

part of a craft industry with low vol-
umes and are not particularly suited to
high volume markets. But then we have
a capitalist economy and we should not
complain too much about competi-
tion.

When times change they can do so very
quickly. Last summer came the credit
crunch which was in turn magnified
by the smoking ban. Drinkers are not
frequenting pubs as much as they did
and many are buying cheap super-
market booze. As people are reducing
spending, the price of beer is increas-
ing. Global weather was awful last year
and many crops were spoilt or of low
quality. The result is a massive increase
in the price of malt and hops.

Talk about “kick a man when he’s
down”; the Chancellor made the biggest
increase in beer duty in living memory
and wants to increase it by 2 points
above inflation every year until 2013. It
has been predicted that we could have
the £6 pint for the 2012 Olympics. The
end result of these pressures are that
- according to Rob Hayward (British
Beer and Pub Association) - compared
with last year people are drinking 1
million fewer pints per day and pubs
are closing.

But enough of the doom and gloom,
CAMRA has done its job so well that
good quality real ale with a fantastic
choice is available all over the country.

Steve Gibbs, Durham Brewery



The Durham Brewery . §4s

Brewers of championship G
ales in the cask and bottle.

Classic Bottle-Conditioned Beers

Bede's Chalice 9.0% abv
Attractive gifts Benedictus 8.4% abv
and glasses St Cuthbert 6.5% abv
Temptation 10% abv
Cloister 4.5% abv

and 4
Evensong S
CAMRA Champion Real Ale B

in a Bottle 2007

Minicasks
5 litres of draught beer
Magus 3.8% abv
White Gold 4.0% abv
White Amarillo 4.1% abv
plus more..

Opening times
Saturday mornings 10.00am - 12.00pm (noon)
Weekdays 8.am to 4.00pm

To Durham City

Plus order by telephone 0191 3771991
or the website A1(M)
www.durham-brewery.co.uk




A Landlord’s Tale

Licensees were criticised by a reader in
CAMRAS national newspaper, “What's
Brewing,” in April for not doing enough
to make their businesses more viable,
having too big a “mark up” on the beer
and not listening to their customers.
Mike Leonard is the Landlord of the
Dun Cow in Old Elvet, this is his reply.

“In reply to Richard English (WB
April), it is clear this gentleman has no
understanding of the industry. He does
state he is not privy to the wholesale
price of beer and that demonstrates
his ignorance in this area. There is no
wholesale price of beer. Instead there
is a discount structure that discrimi-
nates against landlords who have ‘tied
leases’.

While Wetherspoons can buy nation-
ally at huge discounts, Licensees with
a tied lease (who are in the majority)
have no option but to purchase their
products from their Landlord at the
price it deems appropriate. In my own
case, the local Wetherspoons is cur-
rently selling beers and lagers at less
than the cost of purchasing through
my tie. It is not Licensees who are prof-
iteering but the Landlord Pub Compa-
nies, which put a stranglehold on the
Licensee with both inflated prices and
exorbitant rents.

Mr English speculates pubs are mak-

ing over a pound profit per pint, as if
this is unreasonable. By the time I have
paid rent and rates in excess of £50,000
per year and add staff costs and other
overheads, then this is clearly the mar-
gin necessary for survival. Pubs are
closing in ever increasing numbers
because they are unprofitable. Lay the
blame for this where it is due, at the
feet of the Pub Companies not with
the Licensee struggling to make a liv-
ing in the face rising costs and unfair
wholesale pricing regimes”.

(Reproduced from the April 2008 is-
sue of What’s Brewing

Trading Standards
Although we hope you will never have
to use them, we include contact details
for Durham County Council’s Trading
Standards department.

Should you ever be unlucky enough to
come across a pub that fails to serve a
full measure, does not display a price
list and strengths of beers, or fails to
meet any other trading regulations,
please contact Durham County Coun-
cil Trading Standards either by phone
on 0191 383 3589 or in writing to:
Annexe Building

County Hall

Durham

DH1 5UB

You may also wish to email details to
the Branch at
chair@camradurham.org.uk



Good Beer Guide -

* The definitive independent beer
guide for visitors to America’s West
Coast, as well as to Las Vegas, Alaska
and Hawaii.

* A full-colour, illustrated guide to
several hundred breweries, beers and
great places to find them.

* Detailed descriptions of over 20 of
the most common American beer
styles, with photographs.

* Information on travel and accom-
modation, beer festivals, and bespoke
‘Beer routes’ for planning complete va-
cations.

* Sections on West Coast history,
American brewing and the story of the
brewpub.

* Companion volume to CAMRA’
comprehensive Good Beer Guide Bel-
gium, Good Beer Guide Germany, and
Good Beer Guide Prague & the Czech
Republic.

Asthe place where
= American micro-
Ll brew b
L—..'t-.. . rewing was born,
= Americas  West
Good BEERGuide

Coast has become
the epicentre of a
e .. .I q brewing revolu-
= - tion. Perhaps sur-
prisingly to some,

“ _i |! ¥ America is now
home to more beer
styles than anywhere else in the world
and its flourishing brewing industry
has a growing reputation for quality

BIE Erfiigdsh
izl & Mll:llj-

WEST COAST

West Coast USA

and innovation. This authoritative and
entertaining guide to the breweries,
brewpubs and beer bars of America’s
West Coast, Alaska and Hawaii is writ-
ten by two experienced British beer
writers who have spent considerable
time travelling in America and devel-
oping an infectious enthusiasm for its
exciting beers and brewing scene.

Biographies

Ben McFarland is a leading drinks and
travel journalist who lives in London.
He dances for beans at the behest of a
number of national newspapers and
magazines including the Guardian, In-
dependent on Sunday, Loaded, Theme,
Wine & Spirit, Beers of the World,
Celebrator and numerous others. In
2004, he was named the youngest ever
“Beer Writer of the Year” by the British
Guild of Beer Writers and he won the
award again in 2006.

Tom Sandham has been a drinks jour-
nalist for the last four years and has
contributed to the top industry titles
in the UK including The Publican and
Class. He also holds a degree in Amer-
ican Studies and has spent the last ten
years travelling to and from America
learning about the country and enjoy-
ing its beer.

ISBN: 978-1-85249-244-1
Price: £14.99
http://www.camra.org.uk/books



The Durham Beer Festival
In January the Branch sent out a 3-
page mail-shot to all members detailing
the posts required on the Beer Festival
Committee/Working Party. This cost
us over £200 and we received one reply
from some 290 members. Despite this,
we believe it was worth it if only to in-
dicate realistically the level of interest
among usually non-active members
- next to zero.
For a while it did not look as if the Fes-
tival would take place; but now we have
a Festival Director who has already
booked the venue (Dunelm House, New
Elvet) and started planning the beer
lists.
The message to all members is: Start get-
ting involved if you want this event to
continue.

Setting up starts at 09:00 on Tuesday
morning, 26th August and again on
Wednesday 27th August - come along
and help, if you can. Helpers on Tuesday
and Wednesday will receive free beer
tokens for attendance; and a t-shirt for
helping on both days! Helpers are also
needed to help serve customers when
the Festival is open and we will need
more manpower on Sunday August 31st
at 09:00 to help dismantle (very impor-
tant!)

The Festival itself opens between 17:00
and 23:00 on Thursday 28th August and
then 11:00 to 23:00 on Friday 29th and
Saturday 30th August.

A sign-up form is in the Beer Festival
section of the branch website:
http://www.camradurham.org.uk/

Richard & Ellie would like to extend a warm welcome to

The Queen’s Head

Lanchester
We have 9 hand pulls serving 7 different cask ales with weekly changing
guest ales we also have a varied selection of specialised beers.
All of our delicious food is freshly prepared on the premises & sourced
locally, our service times are:
Monday - Friday 12noon - 2.30pm & 5.30pm - 8.30pm
Saturday 12noon - 2.30 pm & 5.30pm - 9pm
Sunday 12noon - 8pm
Monday is Quiz night from 9pm onwards winning teams win 6pints or
6 175ml glasses of house wine.
Regular cask Ale festivals & theme nights.
Ample parking, on main bus routes & close to Lanchester Valley Railway
Path - so there really is no excuse not to come & visit!!

17 Front Street, Lanchester, DH7 0LA
01207 529990




2T ThreeHorseshoes %
B PitLane Leamside, DH4 6QQ '
Tel: 0191 584 2394

- Up to 8 self-sourced real ales

- Cask cider or perry

- Fresh food served 7 days a week
- Disabled accessible

- Delightful garden

- Large car park ‘
- We are a quiet pub*“no juke box, &
poolitable or bandits

(L




Pub News

® Like most rural community pubs,
the Black Horse in Cornsay Village is
finding the going tough. The Landlord,
Gary Nattrass, has used his former
media skills to advertise his pub on
YouTube. On the site, do a search on
“Cornsay” or see http:// www.youtube.
com/watch?v=yQ2z8HvYbPU

@ Paul Wilkinson has been resident li-
censee at Ye Olde Fleece Inn in Bishop
Middleham for just over a year. The
previous occupants had run the pub
down but since Paul took over the cask
ale sales have increased dramatically. A
refurbishment should soon be underway
which will result in food being served all
day every day.

® Twenty years ago the Village Inn
at Hett was a thriving local pub with
a restaurant and featured in the 1990
Good Beer Guide. In the intervening
years till now the story has been a fa-
miliar one of neglect and disinterest.
Six years ago the villagers fought a
successful battle to save the pub, which
was then purchased by a private owner
and leased out. Formerly also known
as the Goldmine (don't ask), the pub
is now the Hett Arms with new licen-
sees Steve Hare and Sharon Standring
and they are serious about running
a real pub. Steve and Sharon have 3
hand-pulls with changing beers from
local Micro Breweries. The pub will be
open 3-11 Monday, Tuesday then 12—
11 and 12-3.30 Sunday, 6.30- 10.30. A
Beer Festival with 20 brews is planned

for 11-14th September.
& The Queens Head in Lanchester is
owned by the small pub group McK-
enna Inns and was refurbished last Sep-
tember after years of neglect. It can now
be counted among the smartest pubs
in the county and has rejoined the best
that make up the Good Beer Guide. An-
other house with 9 hand-pulls, licensees
Richard and Ellie Windmill can serve 7
beers at a time. Bombardier is the regu-
lar ale with Taylor’s Landlord frequently
available and rotating guest beers.
® Landlord Michael Webster of The
Victoria Hotel met the part owner of
the Kingstone Brewery in Monmouth
while on a skiing holiday in Courchev-
al, France at Christmas. The result of
this recently was three types of the
Welsh brews on the bar, probably the
first time featured in the County or
anywhere in the North East.

Branch Diary
July
Tues Ist: Beer Festival Meeting, The
Victoria, Durham. Start 7:30pm
Wed 16th: Branch Meeting, Old Eng-
land, Great Lumley. Start 8pm
August
Wed 13th: Branch Meeting, Colpitts,
Durham. Start 8pm
September
Tues 16th: Branch Meeting, Tap &
Spile, Framwellgate Moor. Start 8pm
October
Tues 31st: Branch Meeting, Hett
Arms, Start 8pm



Branch Contacts

Chair: Peter Lawson

0191 389 0284
chair@camradurham.org.uk

Secretary: Evelyn Simpson
secretary@camradurham.org.uk

Membership: Neil Shaw
0191 383 0139
membership@camradurham.org.uk

Editor: Neil Shaw
0191 383 0139

publications@camradurham.org.uk

Website: http://www.camradurham.org.uk

Advertising Rates

Full Page £80
Half Page £50
Quarter Page £40

(Discounts for multiple bookings)
Please contact the editor for exact specifications.

Opinions expressed in this publications are those
of the authors. They do not necessarily reflect the
views of CAMRA; either locally or nationally.

The contents may be reproduced if the source is ac-
knowledged.

Published by the Durham Branch of CAMRA
© 2008 CAMRA Ltd.
Circulation: 2000

Address for Communications:
CAMRA Durham

c/o 32 Laurel Avenue
Durham, DH1 2EZ

Issue 101 - October 2008

Copy Deadline: 7th October 2008

Publication Date: 21st October 2008

Articles to be submitted to the editor by email
(Word or plain text) or by post.

Printed by: three C Print and Design
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