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 Dates for your diary…. 

 Sunday March 5th, the world’s 
biggest pub quiz. CAMRA can 
defend last year’s title at the 
Woodman, Gilesgate, from 
7:30. Arrive early to ensure a 
table 

 Tuesday March 14th 7:30 
branch meeting Half Moon, Eas-
ington Village. Bus will be pro-
vided, so please check our 
online diary for details 

 March 22nd—April 2nd, JD 
Wetherspoon ale festival at all 
of their pubs across the country 

 March 28th 7:30, Tuesday Tip-
ple, Chester le Street Cricket 
Club, Butchers Arms, Masonic 
Lodge.  

 April 14th—17th, Tanfield Lea 
Club beer festival 

 Tuesday April 25th 7:30, AGM—
Ship Inn, Middlestone Village 

 April 26th—30th Surtees Arms/
Yard of Ale beer festival 

 April 26th-29th Newcastle Beer 
Festival, Northumbria Students 
Union, Sandyford Road 

 Tuesday May 9th, Branch 
Meeting TBA 

 Tuesday June 13th, Branch Meeting 

The Half Moon Inn 

 A Traditional British Pub in the 
Heart of Durham City 

 A choice of Cask Marque ap-

proved real ales, including Bass, 
Durham Brewery’s White Gold, 
and Timothy Taylor’s Landlord 

 Sky Sports, Racing UK, BT Sport, 
& At The Races for all live sporting 
events  

 Fantastic outside drinking area 
leading down to the river Wear, 

with two TVs 
Overall winner Durham’s 

Best Bar None award 2015 

 

Like our Face-

book page to see 

our weekly guest ales & sporting events 
Why not sign up to our webpage for more info 
on offers? 

    The Half Moon Inn 
New Elvet, Durham City, DH1 3AQ  

Tel: 01913741918 
www.thehalfmooninndurham.co.uk 

 

http://www.thehalfmooninndurham.co.uk/
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&ved=0CAQQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Farchives.slu.edu.ph%2Fwordpress%2F%3Fp%253D476&ei=e2UMU8PQGOOw7Qbwo4HQDQ&usg=AFQjCNF-T4bssWz8U1zXJl5X_Clb4newlg&bvm=bv.61725948,d.ZGU


Hello and welcome to issue 124. 

We’ve had our usual round of openings, reopening, closures, new real ale 
outlets and other changes to our pubs and clubs since our last issue. 
 
As ever, we rely on word of mouth (or contact via social media) from our mem-
bers, and members of the general public, to find out about these changes. For 
instance, we had no idea that Sedgefield Cricket club was selling real ale until a 
local brewer told us he’d delivered there. It turns out that the club, at the crick-
et ground on the outskirts of the town, has three ales, is open Wednesdays, 
Fridays, and weekends, and will be having a beer festival in September.   
 
Similarly, we only found the Royal Oak in Butterknowle sells real ale thanks to 
something that popped up on the internet, but this village local is a gem well 
worth seeking out, with three beers usually on offer. 
 
We are striving to find out more about what’s happening in our area’s clubs. 
While Chester le Street Cricket Club and Durham City Rugby Club have been 
selling ale for some time, it’s not that long since Tanfield Lea WMC started of-
fering it, and its success in terms of awards has proved that if clubs stock real 
ale, folks will drink it.  College bars on university sites in Durham City are an-
other area of mystery, but Trevelyan College have been in touch with details of 
Trev’s Bar, which  sells real ale. Obviously, it’s a college bar so technically entry 
is restricted to members, but any university employee is a member and guests 
of members are always welcome. 
 
On a sadder note, I have to report the passing of Bill Iseton, at the age of 92. 
Bill was a founder member of CAMRA Durham and a stalwart of early Durham 
Beer Festivals. From Coxhoe, he was an enthusiastic campaigner over many 
years,  and he will be sadly missed by many. Our thoughts go out to his family 
and close friends. 
 

 

Paul Dobson 



Durham CAMRA committee 
Chairman & Public Affairs Officer: Peter Lawson 
Treasurer: Neil Shaw 
Secretary : John Collinson 
Minutes secretary: John Collinson 
Membership secretary: Jackie Budd 
Durham Drinker, publications, & campaigns: Paul Dobson 
Apple Rep (cider) & Wear Valley Pubs: Paul Dobson 
Pubs officer: Dave Thornton 
Website editor: Neil Shaw 
Social Secretary: S. Quilty, I. Carrick 
Technical and Equipment Officer: 
Chris  Mansfield 
LocAle Co-ordinator: Joe Davison 
Pubs Preservation: Peter Jones 
Beer Festival Directors:  TBA 

Brewery Liaison Officers 
Durham:  Neil Shaw 
Consett Ale Works: John Collinson 
Hill Island:  David Thornborrow 
Yard of Ale: Ian Carrick 
Stables: John Collinson 
Weard’Ale: Paul Dobson 
Black Paw: Paul Dobson 
Blackhill : Peter Lawson 
Working Hand: Joe Davison 
Sonnet 43: Peter Jones 
Castle Eden—Arthur Corner 
George Samuel—Paul Dobson 
 

Contact us at publica-

tions@camradurham.org.uk 

Take advantage of 

Durham Drinker’s com-

petitive advertising rates. 
Quarter page £35, half page 

£55, or full page £100. Dis-

count for taking out one year’s 

worth (4 issues) 
4,000 copies distributed across 

County Durham’s pubs and 

clubs, and anywhere else our 

members are visiting.  

Design service available 

Contact us at: 
publications@camradurham.org.uk  
pubsofficer@camradurham.org.uk 
 

Find us at: 
Www.camradurham.org.uk 
 

And Facebook, and Twitter 
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Tanfield Lea Club 

Easter Beer Festival 
 

Good Friday (April 14th) 5pm – 
Easter Monday (17th) 11pm 
 

14 real ales and 8 ciders 

Food available 

Saturday evening—rock    
covers band 
Sunday evening—vocalist 
Monday—family fun day 

Free entry at all times 
 

West Street, Tanfield Lea, DH9 9NA 

01207  238783 

The Numbers Game 
We may have mentioned this before (several times, to be honest), but 

the number of beers available in CAMRA Durham’s area is growing by the day. 
Back when Bishop Auckland was a mere choirboy, Durham Drinker boasted that 
ten real ales could be samples within a mile and half of the City centre. While 
this is dwarfed by the number you can sample on North Road alone, it was the 
variety offered elsewhere that was brought to my attention. Chatting to land-
lord George at the Queens Head in Crook, he said that, while only having one 
handpump, he very rarely offered a beer more than once. A rough calculation 
involving a biro, a beermat,  how often a cask usually lasts, and the length of 
time he’s been offering real ale revealed that there have probably been over 
500 different ales.  
Another one-at-a-time pub, the Welcome in Bishop Auckland, is approaching 
the 100 mark after only thirty months of selling real ale, while a quick count of 
the pumpclips at the Royal Oak, Butterknowle, hints at a similar number. The 
Kings Arms, also in Bishop Auckland, is also trying to offer a different ale each 
time and building up a decent list. 

All that variety of beer, and I haven't 
even mentioned the numerous pubs 
across the county which have several 
ales on at any given time.  
 
It’s indicative of people’s drinking habits 
that where they once stuck to their pint 
of “usual” they are now more than hap-
py to keep going to the same pub and 
try whatever is on offer. It’s a great way 
to find a new brew that you might oth-
erwise never have seen, never mind 
tried, if you’d stuck to your pint of usual.   
 
And finally, think of the great time being 
had by the beer-tickers amongst us.  
 
Much more fun that spotting trains! 

 



We have a winner! 
When we asked for your votes on Pub of the Year, we promised that the names 
of all voters would go into a hat (or similar receptacle) and one drawn out to win 
a copy of the 2017 Good Beer Guide.  
 
Well, Martin Ibbott 
of Durham was the 
lucky winner of that 
GBG.  
Here he is collecting 
his prize from Susie 
Mansfield of the Sta-
tion House (Town 
Cider Pub of the year 
winner and Town 
Pub runner-up). 

Seasonal winner 
 

As part of CAMRA Durham’s drive to recognise pubs and clubs that go the extra 
mile to keep the customer happy, we were happy to present the Winter Pub of 
the Season to Chris Shaw of the Pollards in Bishop Auckland when we held our 
December meeting there. 
 
Although we made sure we got through the business part of the evening in time 
to spend a good while sampling the Pollards’ seven beers, we were almost 
floored by the appearance of some formidable (and delicious) pork and stuffing 
sandwiches.  
 
Thanks mostly to the efforts 
of  Bruce McDougal, we 
saw those porcine delights 
off, and found time for 
CAMRA Durham Chairman 
Peter Lawson to hand over 
the certificate to Chris. 



More Cider to your elbow! 
With cider of the real variety becoming more popular across our region, and 
the Black Lion at Frosterley winning regional and national awards for its range 
of cider, its not a surprise when it pops up in another new outlet. However, 
during a recent surveying trip (it’s a rotten job, but someone has to do it) 
around Durham City, we were pleased to see four handpumps devoted to ci-
der at the New Inn on Church Street, joining the three  that dispense the beer. 
“Wassail”, as they say in Somerset. 

If you know 
of any pubs 
that sell real 
cider, 
whether 
they offer 
real ale or 
not, please 
let us know. 
 Thanks 



The Victoria Inn 
Free House 

86 Hallgarth Street, Durham, DH13AS 

tel. 0191 3865266 fax 0191 3860465 

 

 Bed & Breakfast accommodation 

 All rooms en-suite 

 Friendly, atmospheric bar 

 Private car parking 

 Five cask ales, including guests 

 English Heritage Grade 2 Listed 

 Durham’s only CAMRA national inventory 

listed pub 

 Whiskey and Whisky galore! 

 

 

CAMRA Durham’s Pub of the Year 2003, 2005, 2007, 2009, & 2012. Town 
Pub of the Year 2014 & 2017, Runner-up 2015 

Pub of the Year results 
We asked for your help in deciding the winners in the various categories in this 
competition, and this resulted in a very close competition. The results were as 
follows: 
Town Pub: 1st Victoria, Durham, 2nd Station House, Durham, 3rd Ye Old Elm 
Tree, Durham 
Country Pub: 1st Smith’s Arms, Castle Dene, 2nd Dun Cow, Seaton, 3rd, Sur-
tees, Ferryhill Station 
Town Cider Pub:  Station House 
Country Cider Pub: Black Lion, Wolsingham, runner-up Black Bull, Frosterley 
Club:  Tanfield Lea WMC, runner-up Durham City Rugby Club  
 
Congratulations to the staff and management of these pubs and clubs— hard 
work, and giving the customer what they want, makes for places people enjoy 
and appreciate. 
 
We’ll be presenting certificates as soon as we can, and we’ll try to make a bit of 
a fuss when we do. Watch our website and Facebook page for details of this. 



Picture quiz 
Can you identify these County Durham pubs—or the view from them? Answers 

inside back page 

1 

2 

4 

7 

5 

6 

3 

8 



Durham CAMRA Pub of the Year 2013, runner-up 2014 –2016 

 

Real Ale 

Real Fire 

Real People 

Market Place, Bishop Auckland 





Breathing New Life? 
You’ll have noticed that a fair amount of space in recent Durham Drinkers (and 
most other CAMRA newsletters) has been given over to discussion on the Revital-
isation Project.  Just to make sure you notice, let’s fill another couple of pages 
with further thoughts on the subject. 
 
There were many thousands of CAMRA members who completed the question-
naire on what the future of the organisation will be, and, like all large-scale pro-
posed changes to an organisation, the decisions on the direction will take time to 
be arrived at.  
 
Those answering questions were also asked to leave comments if they so desired, 
and many did. In publishing some of these comments with the initial report, but 
by not answering them, the Revitalisation Team—in my humble opinion—missed 
a trick which could have made a few things clear. Take the following examples: 
 
“Unless you sell Mild, you don’t get in the Good Beer Guide”  - Obviously, if this 
statement were true, vast swathes of the country, where Mild is either absent or 
rarely seen,  would have no representation in the GBG. This includes the North 
East. 
 
“Only the favoured pubs get the honours”  - Surely this is the way any system 
works? The favoured actors get the Oscars, the favoured sports stars get the 
awards. Favoured pubs tend to be favoured because people like them. 
 
“The pub was taken out of the Good Beer Guide without explanation” - Each 
GBG is a separate entity, and no pubs are in next year’s edition. Each year’s GBG 
starts as a blank canvas, all pubs selling real ale are considered as potential en-
tries. 
 
Whatever your personal opinion on what direction CAMRA should be taking in 
the future, please take the chance to voice that opinion if and when any further 
questions on the subject come your way. You might think that CAMRA should 
move to promote good beer of all types, or you might be one of those folks who 
flies into an incandescent rage at the merest mention of the term “craft beer.” 
You might thin k that we should re-focus on preserving pubs, or you might think 
that we should stick to doing what it says in the organisation’s name—Campaign 
for Real Ale.  



The Revitalisation Project was officially launched in April 2016, to carry out a re-
view of CAMRA’s purpose and activities and to ensure it was positioned to reflect 
changes in the pub and brewing industry. 

The Revitalisation Project considered the views of tens of thousands of CAMRA 
members who responded to three surveys and the opinions of thousands who 
attended consultation meetings across the country. Its findings also take into ac-
count feedback from numerous industry stakeholders including politicians, brew-
ers, cider producers, publicans and journalists. 

The Revitalisation Project has now agreed a series of proposals which it presented 
to CAMRA’s National Executive - the most senior elected volunteers in the organi-
sation - at a meeting in early December. The National Executive will now take 
ownership of the report and will be responsible for deciding whether, how and 
when, to implement the Revitalisation Project's proposals. 

In summary, the Revitalisation Project has recommended that: 

Campaigning for real ale, cider and perry and protecting community pubs 
and clubs will remain core to CAMRA activities.  

CAMRA widens its mission and purpose to reflect changing consumer 
needs and developments that have taken place across the sector since 
CAMRA’s foundation in 1971. The Revitalisation Project found that 
there is much CAMRA does well, so its proposals principally relate to 
opportunities for the organisation to remain relevant and effective in 
the future.  

CAMRA broadens its focus to play a "leading role in informing and representing all those 
with an interest in good beer of any type".  

CAMRA promotes the "virtues of well-produced, well-kept cask-conditioned beers as the 
pinnacle of the brewer's craft" while also promoting greater awareness and under-
standing to help drinkers judge for themselves what "quality" beer is.  

Celebrating and protecting well-run community pubs and clubs should also remain core 
to CAMRA's purpose, but the Campaign should do more to improve the range and 
quality of beer, cider and perry in "communal drinking" venues across the on-trade.  

In response to the attacks on responsible drinkers by health campaigners, 
the organisation plays a leading role in speaking on behalf of all UK 
beer, cider and perry drinkers, and pub and club-goers.  

 

 



Brewery News 
With so many breweries in Durham CAMRA’s area, we thought it would be a good idea to 
provide you with a little more information on them. After all, you’re the ones who drink their 
beers.  So here’s the third instalment of the series which began in issue 123... 

 
Hill Island was established in 2002 by Michael Griffin, and 
is located on the banks of the Wear behind Durham Mar-
ket Place. Set alongside small craft workshops, their beers 
are regularly available from a market stall, and there are 
occasional mini beer festivals. Regular beers are Peninsula 
Pint, Bitter, Dun Cow Bitter, Cathedral Ale, Griffin Irish 

Stout, and ThaIPA (which has some interesting ingredients.) This one-man 
operation also produces special brews for local events such as the Miners’ Ga-
la and the Regatta.  

 
 
Chris Graham set up the Blackhill Brewery (of Pontop Business 
Park, near Stanley) with his wife Sue after working in mining, 
and the names of the beers usually reflect this—Three Quarter, 
70 Fathom, and Bottom Busty are local coal seams. Among the 

“real ales from the beer mines of Durham” a special ale, Brigadista, was  
brewed to commemorate the 80th anniversary of the Spanish Civil War, and it 
proved really popular, being found alongside the regular beers around North 
West Durham and further afield. 
 

 
The Yard of Ale brewery has just celebrated its tenth 
birthday. Run by Alan Hogg  at the Surtees Arms in 
Ferryhill Station, there is a core range of beers 
(including One Foot In The Yard, Yard Dog, Yardbird, 
Surtees Gold, and Best By Yards) plus an ever-
increasing list of one-offs and occasional brews that 

includes bespoke ales. It’s fair to say that Alan enjoys experimenting with unu-
sual ingredients  - Blackjacks, anyone? They give an interesting flavour but 
make the equipment a bit sticky! He is also a regular contributor to Durham 
Drinker with his “A Landlord Writes” articles, giving an insider’s view of the 
pub and brewing trade. 
 



 

 

Bad news—no more real ale 

 Pavilion, Bishop Auckland 

 Village Inn, Easington 

 18 Seven, Chester le Street 
 
 

Ugly news—closures 

 The Castle Bar Hotel, Bishop Auck-
land 

 Hallgarth Manor, Pittington—but 
only the hotel part for a few weeks while 
it’s refurbished.  
 

Good news—new outlets, re-openings, more beers…. 
 

 The Merry Monk in Bishop Auckland is 
open again, with two beers—usually from 
George Samuel of Spennymoor 

 The King William in Shildon,  most 
recently known as the New King William, will be reopening in any time 
now, and we’re told it will offer real ale 

 The King’s Head in Bishop Auckland is now regularly changing its beer, 
offering ales from all over the country 

 The Cross Keys, Hamsterley, now offers four real ales. 

 Park Head Hotel, New Coundon – two ales from Black Paw 

 Imperial, Stanley 

 Top House, Stanley 

 Baa, Edmundbyers—adjacent to the Youth Hostel 

 Wheatsheaf, Chester le Street  

 Royal Oak, Butterknowle 

 Trevelyan College Bar (Trev’s Bar), Durham 

 The Plough, Shadforth had reopened 

 Another two pumps are due at the Smith’s Arms, Brecon Hill, taking the number to ten! 

Please let us know if you find any changes—we’ve almost certainly missed a few! 



 



 

 

The 
Horse Shoe, Crook 
 
The Grand Electric Hall, 
Spennymoor 

 

A wide selection of ales from: 

 Across the North East 
 Across the UK 
 Around the world 
 

 

There’s something to suit every taste, so be 
sure to pop in and give them a try.  

The Monk returns! 
Nice to see the Merry Monk back 
on the Bishop Auckland pub scene, 
serving two real ales, usually from 
George Samuel of Spennymoor.  
 
Still referred to as the Sportsman 
in certain circles, the Monk is situ-
ated behind Bishop Auckland Town 
Hall,  and had been without real 
ale for several years.  
 
Now, however, and landlord Chris 
Burns is taking the pub back to 
what it used to be—as their slogan 
says, real beer, real fire, real peo-
ple. 



Don’t forget to score your pint! 
Get the app on your mobile, or visit https://whatpub.com/  log in 
with your membership number and password, and away you go! 

Takeover Time 
 

Heineken’s imminent takeover of Punch Tav-
erns has certainly set alarm bells ringing 
across the media, with many papers asking “is 
this the end of craft beer?” If only they’d been 
so concerned when traditional cask beer was 
under threat. 
Anyhow, the real fear is that Heineken will 
have so many pubs after the deal that their 
market share will prevent many producers 
from being able to find outlets for their prod-
ucts. In the light of this, CAMRA have written 
to the relevant person at Heineken to ask for 
reassurances as to the choice of products that 
will be available. The medial are running a 
saveourpubs campaign, handily using the 
same title as CAMRA have been using for 
years.  
Whatever your take on the situation, it’s one 
that needs looking into very carefully by the 
powers that be if we’re not going to end up 
with one company effectively controlling the 
vast majority of our pubs. Use ‘em or lose 
‘em. 



 



Grand Spring Quiz 
 
1.  A Monégasque comes from which country? 
2. What would a Scotsman do with a spurtle? 
3. Who played the title role in The Cincinnati Kid? 
4. Who wrote Under Milk Wood? 
5. Peter Shilton played his 1000th league game with which club? 
6. Which band released the albums Organisation and Dazzle Ships? 
7. Which team reached the Super Bowl in four consecutive years (1991-94 ) and 
lost them all? 
8. In which North East town would you find Stewart Park? 
9. Who was the original voice of the Wombles when they first appeared on our 
televisions? 
10. Ermine is the fur from which animal? 

Answers inside back page 



Whatpub 
In a recent email discussion it was asked how much CAMRA’s Whatpub database 
is used as a resource for information on pubs - and we were surprised to discov-
er that, according to the database manager, it was now getting some 410,000 
hits (or ‘unique visits’ as he quoted) per month This is quite an impressive figure 
– as a comparison CAMRA’s national database (www.camra.org.uk) apparently 
receives about 50,000. 
This makes it one of the most valuable resources for pub information, not only 
for CAMRA members but for the general public. Some members think of what-
pub as a beer scoring tool but its greater value is its information on pubs – nota-
bly for real ale but for other features as well. I use it regularly when visiting an 
area to find out what pubs are so I can choose which to visit. In my opinion it is 
much more valuable than the Good Beer Guide as it can potentially cover all 
pubs and, being an online tool, can be updated very quickly to keep it accurate. 
There lies the rub of course. Keeping the information up to date is a big chal-
lenge and it is the responsibility of the local CAMRA branch's willing volunteers 
to maintain it. Some branches have more resource available to do this than oth-
ers and so results and information can vary from region to region. Some branch-
es are only able to keep records on their real ale pubs whilst the aim is to try and 
document all of them – as of course things can change. Then there are also 
clubs, hotels, restaurants, and other licensed premises like brewery taps that can 
be included. 
In the Durham branch we have over 400 pubs, around 220 of which serve real 
ale, and we try our best to keep our information up to date, with a small team 
taking responsibility for a geographical area of the county. But even with the 
best will in the world it impossible to keep on top of all of them. So what we 
would really appreciate is feedback on what we have incorrect or missing in any 
of our entries. If you give whatpub.com a try, see what it’s like for your local or 
any other pub you visit and let us know. You can use it on a computer, phone or 
tablet. If you use it on your phone you will find there is no ‘app’ but the web link 
is tailored for a mobile device, and there is even a ‘search for pubs near me’ fa-
cility if you have GPS switched on  -  invaluable when you visiting new area. 
There is a feedback facility to let us know what you think of a pub, and you don’t 
have to log on to use it (which you do to give beer scores), so you don’t even 
have to be a CAMRA member to contribute. You could just drop us an email if 
you prefer. Anything you report won’t change immediately but it may alert us to 
check a pub out. 
Give it a try – we would love to hear from you.    Dave Thornton, Pubs Officer 

http://www.camra.org.uk


Hey there CAMRA members! 
 Clarence Villa, Coxhoe: 20p off a pint of Sonnet 43 beer for CAMRA members. 

 Court Inn, Durham: 30p off a pint of real ale for CAMRA members. 

 Duke of Wellington, Durham: 20p off a pint of cask ale for CAMRA members. 

 Hare and Hounds, Westgate: First two pints of Weard’ALE beer half price with an evening 
meal or Sunday carvery. Table must be booked in advance. 

 Lambton Worm, Chester le Street: 20p off a pint of Sonnet 43 beer for CAMRA members. 

 Market Tavern, Durham: 10% off real ale for CAMRA members. 

 Pelaw Grange Greyhound Stadium: Free entry to race meetings for CAMRA members.  

 The Library, Durham: 10% off real ale for CAMRA members. 
 Red Lion, North Bitchburn: 10p off a pint, 5p off a half on production of CAMRA card. 
 Woodman, Gilesgate, Durham: 20p off per pint on production of CAMRA card. 

 Durham Brewery: 10% discount for CAMRA members in their shop.  

 Green Tree, Bishop Auckland: 10p off a pint, 5p off a half on production of CAMRA card 
 Chilton Country Club now offers CAMRA discount on food 
 Head of Steam, Durham. 20p a pint discount for CAMRA members 
 New Cross Club, Langley Moor 
 Church Mouse, Chester Moor 

 Bay Horse, Bishop Auckland and Newmarket Hotel, Tow Law. 20p a pint with CAMRA card  

The Joiners 

Arms 

Hunwick 

01388 605131 

Easter Weekend 
Good Friday Cod n Chips 12-2, Friday fish & seafood 5-9pm 

Easter Sunday lunch 12-2, egg jarping 8pm 

Easter Monday Easter fair with egg hunt, Beedle’s chip 

van, paste egg competition, live entertainment 
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The Surtees Arms & Yard of Ale Brew Co. Ltd. 
Durham CAMRA Country Pub of the Year 2015 
Durham CAMRA Country Pub of the Year runner -up 2014 & 2016 
Durham CAMRA Pub of the Year runner-up 2012 & 2013 
North East CAMRA Pub of the Year 2010 
Durham CAMRA Pub of the Year 2010 & 2011 
Chilton Lane, Ferryhill Station DL17 0DH 
01740 655724    07540 733513 
Www.thesurteesarms.co.uk  facebook/ @yardofalebrewer 

 

A Landlord writes…. 
 
Firstly, big congrats to the winners and runners-up in this year's Pub of the Year 
awards. It's a great accolade and one which recognises the hard work of licen-
sees and staff. 
How time flies! This time 10 years ago, my wife and I moved in to The Surtees 
Arms at Ferryhill Station. We've seen a lot of changes in “Pub World” during 
that time: smoking ban, beer escalators came and went, our roof blew off in a 
tornado (yes, really), we started brewing, we've decorated many times - we've 
won a few awards, too.  
Beer trends have changed a lot. We're in a real golden age of beer (hopefully 
an age that lasts a good while), where people expect more range of flavours 
and ingredients from their ales. The "craft keg" sector grows a-pace, too..  The 
great thing is that the malt and hop choice has never been so good, we can get 
our hands on some great stuff. Who'd have thought we'd get British beer fla-
voured with tea and exotic herbs ten years ago.. 
 
So, here's to an excitingly-flavoured 2017, and if you're passing the Surtees, 
pop in and say hello. 
 

Cheers, Alan 

Alan Hogg is brewer at the Yard of Ale Brew Co. and landlord of the Surtees 
Arms 
 
 



 





Why I’m looking forward to Bournemouth 2017 

 

This April, I will be joining CAMRA members from across the UK in the seaside resort of 

Bournemouth for CAMRA’s Members’ Weekend, which includes our National AGM and 

Conference. 

 

I have been attending the CAMRA Members’ Weekend for almost 30 years, well before I 

was active nationally, never mind National Chairman. Those of you who were in Norwich 

in 2013 may remember that I still have my glass from my first AGM weekend, as they 

were then called, in Norwich in 1990. Even prior to becoming Chairman, I always made 

an effort to travel to whichever corner of the country the weekend was held and have 

only missed one since then - and was even organiser in Edinburgh in 1998. It has al-

ways been, and still is, an opportunity to meet with old friends, make new acquaintances 

and socialise with other CAMRA members from across the country. 

 

Most importantly, the Members’ Weekend is a fantastic opportunity for any member 

across the organisation – whether you have just joined, been a member for 20+ years, 

active or inactive – to shape the future direction and purpose of CAMRA. 

 

As Chairman, I now have the great responsibility of making sure that the AGM and Con-

ference part of the Members’ Weekend is run successfully and open to every single one 

of our 185,000 members. This year, that responsibility is even greater than ever before. 

 

Following 50 consultation meetings across the UK and three national surveys, we have 

now seen the proposals that were put forward by the Revitalisation Project Steering 

Committee on CAMRA’s future. Whether you agree or disagree with the proposals, took 

part in the consultation events or stayed at home, the Members’ Weekend will be the 

opportunity to discuss them inside and out ahead of a decision next year. 

 

Over the weekend, members will be able to consider the Revitalisation Project and pro-

posals on the future of CAMRA in a series of discussion groups. It will be your chance to 

have a say on the Revitalisation Project’s findings and represent your views in the de-

bate. A final decision on the proposals will then be taken at the Members’ Weekend in 

2018. 

I am proud to chair an organisation that is a true democracy – where every member has 

the opportunity to feed into our policies, direction and future. I never forget that without 

our huge membership base and dedicated volunteers; there simply would not be a CAM-

RA. 

 

I hope you will consider joining us in Bournemouth this year. The closing date for regis-

tration is Friday 17
th
 March 2017. For more information simply visit camraagm.org.uk. 

Colin Valentine 



Save Our Pubs! 
 

Lord Roy Kennedy of Southwark, Shadow Spokesperson for the Department for 
Communities and Local Government (DCLG), has confirmed his support for 
strengthening planning laws to protect vulnerable pubs across England. 
  
In a recent House of Lords debate on the Neighbourhood Planning Bill, Lord 
Kennedy promised to propose an amendment to remove permitted develop-
ment rights for pubs so that they are protected under the planning system. 
  
In his speech at the despatch box, Lord Kennedy said “I also give notice to the 
Minister that we shall be proposing an amendment in Committee to remove the 
permitted development rights for pubs in England and to place pubs in a class 
of their own. Permitted development rights allow the change of use of pubs to 
retail and temporary office use without planning permission, with communities 
denied a say over the loss of valuable community assets. We are presently see-
ing 21 pubs close a week. That is most regrettable, and we need to act save our 
pubs.” 
  
While the lack of protection in current legislation has galvanised community 
groups across the country to protect their locals by registering 2000 pubs as 
Assets of Community Value (ACV), the process has proven to be lengthy and 
bureaucratic for both community groups gathering supporting evidence for 
their nominations, and local authorities who preside over ACV applications.  
 Lord Kennedy’s proposed amendment would therefore take pressure off local 
community groups to individually list pubs and councils which are burdened 
with red tape.  
 Colin Valentine, CAMRA’s National Chairman says: “We have seen communi-
ties across England go through the process of nominating their pub as an Asset 
of Community Value. This shows a huge appetite for protecting pubs, which are 
more than just businesses – they are invaluable landmarks in our communities. 
 Unfortunately, the ACV process can be time-consuming, fraught with difficul-
ties and at the end of the day is only a temporary measure – listings must be 
renewed every five years to maintain protection. It simply doesn’t make sense 
that pub-goers have to jump through these extra hoops when it is clear that so 
many communities overwhelmingly want a say on the future of their much-
loved pub. We thank Lord Kennedy for his sensible proposals and hope that 
they are carried forward in the Bill.” 



Grand Winter Quiz 
1. Monaco, 2. Stir his porridge, 3. Steve McQueen, 4. Dylan 

Thomas, 5. Leyton Orient, 6. Orchestral Manoeuvres in The 
Dark, 7. Buffalo Bills, 8. Middlesbrough, 9. Bernard Cribbins, 

10. A Stoat 

Picture Quiz 
1. Black Bull, Wolsingham, 2. Merry Monk, Bishop Auckland, 3. 
John Duck, Durham, 4. Penny Gill, Spennymoor, 5. Colpitts, 
Durham, 6. Dun Cow, Durham, 7. Cross Keys, Hamsterley,  
8. Toronto Lodge, Toronto 

The Answers Bit 



..2014, 2015, 
2016. , & 

2017 

..and 2016! 4th 
in the country 

Quality Sunday Carvery 
Reserving  a table is recommended 

Established over 11 years 

3 meats, 9 vegetables, and occasional pie 
When possible we use our own home-grown 

vegetables 

Most eggs supplied by our feathered pets 


