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DURHAM DRINKER APPROACHES MILESTONE

The observant amongst you will
have noticed that this is issue
number 99 of Durham Drinker. So
with the next issue the ton will be
up. Issue number 100 will coincide
with the 25th Annual Durham
CAMRA Beer Festival so that's 2
landmarks reached at oncel

I thought it might be a good idea to
reproduce some material from the
first issue. So if anyone has a copy
I could borrow I'd be grateful. (I
certainly wasn't of legal drinking
age when this would have been
published!... .although I have been
informed that it wasn't produced on
slatel).

I have been responsible (?) for it's
production since issue 79 in 1999
and I have no idea where the time

has gone. But much has happened
in that time. So the next issue
may well take a look back at past
articles and events.
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THE VICTORIA INN SCOOPS
PUB OF THE YEAR 2005

The Victoria Inn, Hallgarth
Street, Durham has been named
as Durham CAMRA's Pub Of The
Year for 2005. The accolade has
been given for an unprecedented
4th timel Ever consistent, this
unspoilt pub beat off stiff
competition, which included The
Beamish Mary Inn, No Place, The
Tap And Spile, Framwellgate
Moor, The Grey Horse, Consett
and The Plough, High Flatts.



This year's contest, the result of
which was determined via a postal
ballot of the membership, was
especially heartening as a number
of pubs were nominated for the
first time. Thus giving further
proof of a resurgent cask ale
revolution happening in the region.
So our congratulations are
extended once again to Michael,
Angie and all the staff. Well
donell

25TH DURHAM CAMRA
BEER FESTIVAL

It's time to get your diaries out
and make a note of this year's beer
festival dates. The festival will be
the 25th annual event and will
commence on Thursday 1st
September and finish on Saturday
3rd September. The last festival
was a resounding success. So this
year we have expanded it once again

The Beamisgm Mary Inn

No Place, Beamish, County Durham
Telephone 0191 370 0237
www.beamishmary.co.uk

Come and celebrate “No Place” day at our Beer Festival
29th - 31st July 2005

Live bands, Traditional home cooked food, Accommodation

Durham CAMRA Pub of The Year 2004




so that 80 beers will be available as
well as ciders and perries.

As you may be aware our supplies
ran out on the Saturday afternoon
and once again I can only apologise
for those who went away
disappointed. However plans are in
hand to enable us to keep going on
the Saturday!

The festival will feature some
special commemorative brews along
with a good selection of beers from
near and far. Local breweries will be
well represented and indeed some
will feature for the first time at
Durham Festival.

So look out for further details!
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COCK OF THE NORTH
CLOSES

Durham CAMRA, customers, staff
and locals were amazed to be told
that the Cock Of The North was to
close at short notice as the land
had been sold for redevelopment.
This imposing roadhouse has been a
prominent feature alongside the
A167 for a number of years and
although not a bastion of real ale
was popular for food. In previous
years it had built up a good

reputation for it's food as well as
a healthy passing trade and many
readers may well have been there
at sometime in the past.

Unfortunately the final owners
Mitchells And Butlers considered
the pub to be no longer viable.
And were able to sell the land to
Shepherd Homes. Within a
fortnight of the announcement
and with the protests of staff,
CAMRA and locals alike echoing
through the local press, the
premises were closed and boarded
up. Closure was swift and it didn't
see out the month of April.

It is always sad to see a pub close,
especially one which has provided
a prominent landmark. And one,
which has provided a point of
geographical reference for
motorists over the years,

The Cock Of The North was at
one time a well-run and well-
patronised popular pub with a
reputation for good fayre. It begs
the question as to how such well-
run establishments take a
supposed downturn in fortunes.
And as such are no longer
considered attractive
propositions. I will leave you to
draw your own conclusions.



This proves that no pub can be
considered safe, as the value of
the land may prove more valuable
than it's profitability. And
Durham has seen a number of pubs
disappear with the land earmarked
for development. The 6range,
Carrville is another recent
casualty.

BEER, BUSES AND TRAINS

It's amazing how many people
have an interest in transport and
beer! This is witnessed by the
number of events, which now take
place and combine these. Many
heritage railways operate their
services with either cask ale
available in the buffet car or a
selection of bottled beers from
their local brewers.

A good example is the Keighley
and Worth Valley Railway, which
operates from Keighley to
Oxenhope via Haworth in West
Yorkshire. And is famous because
of it's Bronte connections as well
as being the setting for the
famous classic film, The Railway
Children.

It also operates the on train
K&WVLR Buffet Bar which

effectively is a moving free housel!
Up to three beers are available
which enables the drinker to sit and
relax on the train whilst taking in
the local scenery. Usually steam
hauled, it is also in operation during
special events including the line's
annual diesel gala. Timothy Taylor
beers, Goose Eye and Eastwood and
Sanders can often be found
amongst the breweries on offer.
Further information can be
obtained from the railway on
01535645214 or from their website
on www.kwvr.co.uk

Of course the North Yorkshire
Moors Railway offers bottled
Cropton beers in their buffet on
Grosmont station. Or on services
where a buffet car is provided you
can sample from the bottled range
whilst taking in the scenic delights
between Grosmont and Pickering in
North Yorkshire. Running through
"Heartbeat" country it is one of the
UK's premier heritage lines.

Further afield the East Lancashire
Railway provides the Trackside Bar
on their Bury Bolton Street station.
This line runs from Heywood to
Rawtenstall via Ramsbottom and
some trains offer a buffet service
with beer served on gravity.
(Although this may be on gala
weekends only). However the






